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PREFACE

In 1965, the Asian-American share of the U.S. population stood at less than1 percentd having

been held down by a cent ur yeéxglcithloased tnracef Thaawas| usi ona
the yeard at the height of the civil rights movement and in the heat of a roaring economyd that

the U.S. government opened the gates to immigration from all parts of the world, Asia

included. The effect has been transformative for the nation and for Asian Americans. Today

they make up nearly 6% of the U.S. population. And in an economy that increasingly relies on

highly skilled workers, they are the best-educated, highestincome, fastest-growing race group

in the country.

This report sets out to draw a comprehensive portrait of Asian Americans. It examines their
demographic characteristics; their social, political and family values; their life goals, their
economic circumstances and language usage patterns; their sense of identity and belonging;
their attitudes about work, education and career; their marriage and parenting norms; their
views on intermarriage and filial obligation; their perceptions about discrimination and
intergroup relations; and the nature of their ties to their countries of origin. It makes
comparisons on most of these measures with the attitudes and experiences of the U.S. general
public 8 and, where relevant, with those of other major racial and ethnic groups in this country.
It also explores similarities and differences among Asian Americans themselves, a diverse
population with distinctive languages, religions, cultures, histories and pat hways to the United
States. The analysis makes comparisons between Asian immigrants and U.Sborn Asians, as
well as among the six largest Asian American country of origin subgroupsd Chinese
Americans, Filipino Americans, Indian Americans, Viethamese Americans, Korean Americans
and Japanese Americans.

The report is based on a Pew Research Center telephone survey of a nationally representative
sample of 3,511 Asian Americans conducted fromJan. 3 to March 27, 2012, in English and
seven Asian languagesThe sample was designed to enable findings to be reported about each
of the six largest country of origin subgroups as well as about the AsiarrAmerican population

as a whole. The report combines these survey findings with a detailed analysis of economic and
demographic data from the U.S. Census Bureau and other official sources.

Next month our coll eagues at the Pew Research Cen
issue a second report based on the same survey; it will focus on the religious affiliations beliefs

and practices of Asian Americans. In the months ahead, the Center will release additional

reports on other topics related to Asian Americans.



Immigration is the engine that makes and remakes America. It is also a riveting personal and
societal drama, one that unfolds in a complex interplay of social, economic, religious, political
and cultural transformations 8 among the immigrants and their descendants, and within the
nation as a whole.

At the end of the first decade of the 21st century, Asiars have become the largest stream of new
immigrants to the U.S.d and, thus, the latest leading actors in this great American drama. The
fact that they are coming at a time when a rising Asia is flexing its economic and political
muscles on the international stageonly adds to the richness of their unigue American journey.
We hope this researchhelps to illuminate their story.

Paul Taylor
Executive Vice President, Pew Research Center
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Roadmap to the Report

Chapter 1, Portrait of Asian Americans , includes a detailed demographic analysis of Asian
Americans based primarily on U.S. CensusBureau and government economic datad
highlighting their socio -economic, educational and household characteristics. The analysis
includes comparisons across racial and ethnic groups (Asian American, white, black, Hispanic)
as well as comparisons across the sixargest U.S. Asian groups. In addition, the chapter
provides a profile of each ofthose sixU.S. Asiangroups, including a brief history, key
demographic characteristics and key attitudinal findings from the survey.

Chapters 2 through 6 draw on the results of the survey of Asian Americans.Chapter 2, Life in
the United States, looks at how Asian Americansview the country, their lives and their
economic progress. It also explores the issues of identity and assimilation.Chapter 3,
Intergroup Relations , looks at how Asian Americans interact with other racial and ethnic



groups and their views on intermarriag e. It also looks at their perceptions of and experiences
with discrimination. In Chapter 4, Immigration and Transnational Ties , Asian Americans
assess conditions in the U.S. compared with their countries of origin on issuesranging from
economic opportunit y to the strength of family ties. It also explores Asian Americansd
connections to their countries of origin, including the share sending remittances to family and
friends outside of the U.S.

Chapter 5, Family and Personal Values, looks at the priorities and life goals of Asian
Americans and how they compare with those of the general public.It also explores attitudes
about proper parenting styles and how far into adulthood a parent & influence should extend.
Finally, Chapter 6, Political and Civic Life , focuses on the political attitudes, affiliations and
ideologies of Asian Americans. It also looks at community involvement and voter participation.

Following the survey chapters is a detailed survey methodology, as well asa topline
guestionnaire that shows each survey question with results for all Asian Americans, the six
largest U.S. Asiangroups and the general public (where available).

About the Survey

The Pew Resear ch QQeaeritaa Sudvey isbisdddn télephoaerinterviews
conducted by landline and cell phone with a nationally representative sample of 3,511 Asian
adults ages 18 and older living in the United States.The survey wasconducted in all 50 states,
including Alaska and Hawaii, and the District of Col umbia. The survey was designel to include
representative subsamples of the six largest Asian groups in the U.S. population: Chinese,
Filipino, Indian, Japanese, Korean and Vietnamese. The survey also included Asians from
other Asian subgroups.

Respondents who i ddAgiahAnfeiicandsuch as Chiesej Fdipino,dndian,
Japanese, Korean, or VietnameseoO were eligible to
those who identified with more than one race and regardless of Hispanic ethnicity. The

guestion on racial identity also offered the following categories: white, black or African

American, American Indian or Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander.

Classification into U.S. Asian groups is basedonseli dent i fi cati on of responde
Asian gr oup. 0 ramedanrhisgperoanged questionwerei Chi nes e, Filipino,
I ndian, Japanese, Korean, Vi et nameRespondentssel6f s o me
identified with more than 22 specific Asian groups. Those who identified with more than one

Asian group were classified based on the group wi



who identified their specific Asian group as Taiwanese or Chinese Taipei are classified as
Chinese Americans for this report.

The survey was conducted using a probability sample from multiple sources. The data are
weighted to produce a final sample that is representative of Asian adults in the United States.
Survey interviews were conducted under the direction of Abt SRBI, in English and Cantonese,
Hindi, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin, Tagalog and Vietnamese. For more details on the
methodology, see Appendix1

9 The survey wasconducted Jan. 3-March 27, 2012 in all 50 states, including Alaska and
Hawaii, and the District of Col umbia.

1 3,511 interviews including 728 interviews with Chinese Americans, 504 interviews with
Filipino Americans, 580 interviews with Indian Americans, 515 interviews with
Japanese Americans, 504 interviews with Korean Americans, 504 interviews with
Viethnamese Americans and 176 interviews with Asians of other backgrounds.

1 Margin of error is plus or minus 2.4 percentage points for results based on the total
sample at the 95% confidence level. Margins of error for results based on subgroups of
Asian Americans, ranging from 3.1 to 7.8 percentage points, are included in
Appendix 1

Notes on Terminology

Unl ess otherwise noted, survey results for
living in the United States, whether U.S. citizens or not U.S. citizens and regardless of
immigration status . Both terms are used interchangeably.Adults refers to those ages 18 and
older.

U.S. Asian groups, subgroups, heritage groups and country of origin groups are used

inASI

i nterchangeably to r&dleasesnicfei cratsipoom diemttad sii sspedci f i
self-i denti fication may or may not match a responden

country of birth.

Unless otherwise noted, whites include only non-Hispanic whites. Blacks include only non-
Hispanic blacks. Hispanics are of any race. Asians can also be Hispanic.
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OVERVIEW

Asian Americans are the highestincome, best-
educated and fastestgrowing racial group in Meet the New Immigrants

the United States. They are more satisfied than ~/Sians Overtake Hispanics

the general public with their lives, finances and % of immigrants, by year of arrival , 2000-2010
the direction of the country, and they place

e ASjan race Hispanic origin
more value than other Americans do on 0%
marriage, parenthood, hard work and career
success, according to a comprehensive new 50
nationwide survey by the Pew Research Center. 40 —

30 —
v

A century ago, most Asian Americans were
low-skilled, low -wage laborers crowded into 20
ethnic enclaves and tagets of official

\

10
discrimination. Today they are the most likely
of any major racial or ethnic group in America 0 m/————+——+—+"+—
. . . . 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010
to live in mixed neighborhoods and to marry
: : : Note: Based on total foreign  -born population, including
across raCIaI |IneS. When nery mlnted adults and children.  Asians include mixed -race Asian
i e H population, regardless of Hispanic origin. Hispanics are of
medlcal SChOOI graduate PrISCIIIa Chan marrled any race. The 2010 ACS includes only partial -year arrivals
for 2010; arrivals for 2010 adjusted to full -year totals based
Facebook fOUﬂdH Mark ZUCkerberg IaSt on analysis of 2005 -2009 ACS data on partial  -year arrivals.
month, She jOlned the 37% Of a" recent Asian- Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American

Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample

American brides who wed a non-Asian groom.r  (j5uus) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

These milestones of economic success and
social assimilation have come to a group that is
still majority immigrant. Nearly three -quarters (74%) of Asian-American adults were born

abroad; of these, about half say they speak Engl:

Asians recently passed Hispanics as the largest group of new immigrants to the United States.

The educational credentials of theserecent arrivals are striking. More than six-in-ten (61%)

adults ages 25 to 64 who have come from Asia in r
This is double the share among recent norrAsian arrivals, and almost surely makes the recent

Asian arrivals the most highly educated cohort of immigrants in U.S. history.

! The share for recent Asian  -American grooms is lower (17%). Overall, 29% of recent Asian newlyweds between 2008 and 2010
married a non -Asian.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Compared with the educational attainment of the population in their country of origin, recent

Asian immigrants also stand out as a select group. For example, about 27% of adults ages 2Bt

64in SouthKor ea and 25% in Japan havdncentrastaneanlye | or 6 s de ¢
70% of comparably aged recent i mmigrants from the
degree.

Asian Americans Lead Others

Recent Asian immigrants are also about three | n Education | Income

times as likely as recent immigrants from other

parts of the world to receive their green cards3  amang ages - 25 and older - 5010,
or permanent resident statusd on the basis of
employer rather than family sponsorship
(though family reunification remains the most Asians 4
common legal gateway to the U.S. for Asian Whites
immigrants, as it is for all immigrants).

U.S. population

Blacks 1

w!
N
w [e¢]
-
(o]

The modern immigration wave from Asia is Hispanics [}

nearly a half century old and has pushed the

Median household income, 2010
total population of Asian Americans & foreign
born and U.S born, adults and childrend to a U-S. population
record 18.2 million in 2011, or 5.8% of the total Asians
i 04 i 3
U.S. population, up from less than 1% in 19653 Whites
By comparison, non-Hispanic whites are 197.5
million and 63.3%, Hispanics 52.0 million and
16.7% and nontHispanic blacks 38.3 million Blacks
and 12.3%.
Note: Asians include mixed  -race Asian population,
regardless of Hispanic origin. Whites and blacks include only
non - Hispanics. Hispanics are of any race. Household income
Asian Americans trace their roots to any of is based on householders ages 18 and older; race and
. . ethnicity are  based on those of household head.
dozens Of countries in the Far Ea'St’ SOUthea‘St Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American
Asia and the Indian Subcontinent Each Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample

(IPUMS) files
country of origin subgroup has its own unique PEW RESEARCH CENTER

history, culture, language, religious beliefs,
economic and demographic traits, social and
political values, and pathways into America.

2 Organisation for Economic Co  -operation and Development (OECD). Education at a Glance 2011: OECD Indicators . Based on
2009 data.

3 This is the first official estimate of the size of the Asian -American population produced by the Census Bureau since the 2010
Census; it was released in May 2012. Throughout the remainder of this report, population counts are based on the 2010 Census,

which counted 17.3 million Asian Americans. Totals for Asian Americans include Hispanics and those of mixed race; totals for

whites an d blacks include only single  -race non -Hispanics. Hispanics are of any race.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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But despite often sizable subgroup differences, Asian Americans are distinctive as a whole,
especially when compared with all U.S. adults, whom they exceed not just in the share with a
college degree (49% vs. 28%), but also in median annual household income ($66,000 vesus
$49,800) and median household wealth ($83,500 vs. $68,529).4

They are noteworthy in other ways, too. According to the Pew Research Center survey of a
nationally representative sample of 3,511 Asian Americans, conducted by telephone from Jan.
3 to March 27, 2012, in English and seven Asian languages, they are more satisfied than the
general public with their lives overall (82% vs. 75%), their personal finances (51% vs. 35%) and
the general direction of the country (43% vs. 21%).

They also stand out for their strong emphasis on family . More than half (54%) say that having
a successful marriageis one of the most important things in life; just 34% of all American
adults agree. Two-thirds of Asian-American adults (67%) say that being a good parent is oneof
the most important things in life; just 50% of all adults agree.

Their living arrangements align with these values. They are more likely than all American
adults to be married (59% vs. 51%); their newborns are less likely than all U.S. newborns to
have an unmarried mother (16% vs. 41%); andtheir children are more likely than all U.S.
children to be raised in a household with two married parents (80% vs. 63%).

They are more likely than the general public to live in multi -generational family households.

Some 28% live with at least two adult generations under the sameroof, twice the share of

whites and slightly more than the share of blacks and Hispanics who live in such households.

U.S. Asians also have a strong sense of filial respect; about tw«hir ds say parents should have

a | ot or some influence in choosing onebds profess

* The college data are for adults ages 25 and older. Household income is based on householders ages 18 and older and comes
from Pew Research Center anal y 2016AmericantCbnemurieSursey.douBehaldevaalthdisshased on
householders ages 15 and older and comes from Pew Research Center analysis of Wave 7 of the 2008 Survey of Income and
Program Participation panel, conducted from September -December 2010.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Asian Americans have a pervasive belief in the

rewards of hard work. Nearly seven-in-ten The Asian - American Work Ethic

(69%) say people can get ahead if they are % saying ¢é
Wi”ing to work hard, a view shared by a "Most people who want to get ahead can
somewhat smaller share of the American make it if they're willing to work hard"

public as a whole (58%). And fully 93% of U.S. Asians _ 69

Asian Americans describe members of their

country of origin groqueBer§"p“bﬁcv_d5§vorking(‘J;

just 57% say the same about Americans as a "Americans  from my country of origin group
are very hardworking"

whole.
By their own lights, Asian Americans "Thinking about the country as awhole,
. . . Americans  are very hardworking"
sometimes go overboard in stressing hard
work. Nearly four -in-ten (39%) say that Asian
American parents from their Count"y Of Origin 2012 Asian -Americ an Survey. Q12b, 21, 70. Those who did .
Subgroup put too mUCh pressure on their Zo;qpelo:/|c?eca;o#nstr¥ ogongm were asked about nAsI
children to do well in school. Just 9% say the PEW RESEARCH CENTER

same about all American parents. On the flip
side of the same coin, about sixin-ten Asian
Americans say American
parents put too little
pressure on their children to . _ _ _ ' _

succeed in school, while just éAJopr.rS.e A;la;nis?yleng (Q?erlctanhpsrien:s/Asclarr: i /-l\mderlrcaen rE)aretntz) pu;i .
9% say the same about

Asian-American parents. = Not enough Too much Right

(The publication last year of amount

A merr d
nBattIe\Hymn of thé\par’eff:tfsigg -
Mot her 0O a comic

Whods a ATi @ge&r Mom

, me moi r
. . American parents
about strict parenting by Yale from Asian H 39 49
Law Professor Amy Chua, the country of origin
H H 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q17, 53. In Q53 respondents were asked about

daughter Of Immlgrants, parents from their country of origin group (Chinese -American parents, Korean

H H American parents, etc.). Those who did not provide a country of origin were asked
trlggered a Spmted debate about i A's i-American parents . Responses of fADonot know/ Re
about cultural differences in PEW RESEARCH CENTER

parenting norms.)

www. pewsocialtrends .org



The immigration wave from
Asia has occurred at a time
when the largest sending
countries have experienced
dramatic gains in their
standards of living. But few
Asian immigrants are

looking over their shoulders
with regret. Just 12% say that
if they had to do it all over
again, they would remain in
their country of origin. And
by lopsided margins, Asian
Americans say the U.S. is
preferable to their country of
origin in such realms as
providing economic
opportunity, political and
religious freedoms, and good

5
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For Most Asians, U.S. Offers a Better Life

% saying é

M Better in country of origin Better in U.S.
Opportunity to
get ahead 5 73
Freedom to express
political views 3 I i
Treatment
of the poor 9 l .
Conditions for 13 . -
raising children

Freedom to
practice religion

Moral values
of society

Strength of
family ties

2012 Asian -America n Survey.
shown .

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

N
(o)

52

\,
1

34

56 14

Q54a -g. Responses of "Don't know/R

About the
same

18

23

21

20

38

32

26

efusedd not

conditions for raising children. Respondents rated their country of origin as being superi or on
just one of seven measures tested in the surve§ strength of family ties.

(The survey was conducted only among Asian Americans currently living in the U.S. As is the
case with all immigration waves, a portion of those who came to the U.S. from Asia in recent
decades have chosen to return to their country of origin. However, return migration rates are
estimated to be lower for immigrants from Asia than for other immigrants, and naturalization
ratesd that is, the share of eligible immigrants who become U.S. citizensd are higher. For more

details, see Chapter 1.)

www. pewsocialtrends

.org
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Asians in the U.S. and in Asia

When findings from this survey are compared
with recent surveys conducted by the Pew
Research Centerds Gl ob
among Asians in major Asian countries, a

mixed picture emerges. For example, adults
living in China are more satisfied with the way Gap

Intergenerational Mobility among

Asians in the U.S. and in Asi .

a? Attltuaes %rolect
% saying their current s
betterd than their paragen

things are going in their country than Chinese ndian Americans - o
Americans are with the way things are going in 25
the United States. By contrast, the publics of Indian public 30
India and Japan have a more downbeat view of
the way things are going in their countries than Chinese Americans - 57
their counterpart groups do about the U.S. 18
Chinese public 39

Across the board, however, U.S. Asians are
more likely than Asians in Asia to say their Japanese Americans - 33

18

standard of living is better than that of their
parents at a similar stage of life. U.S. Asians
also exceed Asians in their belief that hard

. . . Data for Indian Americans, Chinese Americans and Japanese
work leads to success in life. And while many Americans are from the 2012 Asian -American survey. Q10.

. . . Data for the Indian, Chinese and Japanese publics are from
U.S. Asians say that AsianAmerican parents surveys conducted in those countries in 2012 by the Pew
. . Research Cen t e r Global Attitudes Project.

place too much pressure on their children to do

well in school, even more Chinese and

Japanese public 15

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Japanese say this about parents in their
countries. (For more details on these and other cross-national comparisons, see Chapter 4.)

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Differences among Asian - American Subgroups

The Pew Research Center survey was designed

to contain a nationally representative sample The Largest U.S. Asian Groups
of each of the sixlargest Asian-American The six largest country of origin groups each number
groups by country of origin & Chinese more than a million people

Americans, Filipino Americans, Indian

Americans, Vietnamese Americans, Korean U.S. Asians

Americans and Japanese Americans. Together

% of
these groups comprise at least 83% of the total U.S. Asian  groups Asians
. L 5
Asian population in the U.S. Chinese - 4,010,114 3.2
The basic demographics of these groups are Filipino - 3,416,840 19.7
different on many measures. For example,
. : Indi - 3,183,063 18.4
Indian Americans lead all other groups by a naian
significant margin in their levels of income and Viethamese . 1,737 433 10.0
education. Sevenin-ten Indian -American
adults ages 25 and older have a cliege degree, Korean . 1,706,822 9.9
compared VYIth abOL.JF half of Americans of Japanese I 1.304 286 _
Korean, Chinese, Filipino and Japanese
ancestry, and about a quarter of Vietnamese
i Note: Based on the total Asian -race population, including
Americans. adults and children. There is some overlap in the numbers
for the six largest Asian groups because people with origins
in more thanonegroup o6f or exampl e, AChin
Fi | i p areaunted in each group to which they belong.

On the Other Slde Of the Socio-economic Iedger’ Source: Pew Research Center analysis based on Elizabeth M.
Amerlcans Wlth Korean Vletnamese Chlnese Hoeffel et al., The Asian Population: 2010 , U.S. Census

! ! Bureau, March 2012.
and A0t 8 e r Acsigina mage a higher PEW RESEARCH CENTER
poverty rate than does the U.S. general public,
while those with Indian, Japanese and Filipino

origins have lower rates.

Their geographic settlement patterns also differ. M ore than severin-ten Japanese and twe
thirds of Filipinos live in the West, compared with fewer than half of Chinese, Viethamese and
Koreans, and only about a quarter of Indians.

5 This f igure includes almost all Asians with origins in the six major country groups, but is not a complete count. The available

2010 ACS data from which it is drawn include specific counts only for Asians with origins in one major group or with origins in the

mo st common combinations of race or country group.

fother U.S. Asianso are a diverse population that includes numerous subgroup:
subgroups number more than 100,000 people 0 Bangladeshis, Burmese, Cambodians, Hmo ng, Laotians, Pakistanis and Thais.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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The religious identities of Asian Americans are quite varied. According to the Pew Research
survey, about half of Chinese are unaffiliated, most Filipinos are Catholic, about half of Indians
are Hindu, most Koreans are Protestant and a plurality of Vietnamese are Buddhist. Among
Japanese Americans, no one group is dominant: 38% are Christian, 32% are unaffiliated and
25% areBuddhist. In total, 26% of Asian Americans are unaffiliated, 22% are Protestant (13%
evangelical; 9% mainline), 19% are Catholic, 14% are Buddhist, 10% are Hindu, 4% are Muslim
and 1% are Sikh. Overall, 39% of Asian Americans say religion is very importamin their lives,
compared with 58% of the U.S. general public.

There are subgroup differences in social and cultural realms as well. Japanese and Filipino
Americans are the most accepting of interracial and intergroup marriage; Koreans, Vietnamese
and Indians are less comfortable. Koreans are the most likely to say discrimination against
their group is a major problem, and they are the least likely to say that their group gets along
very well with other racial and ethnic groups in the U.S. In contrast, Fi lipinos have the most
upbeat view of intergroup relations in the U.S.

The Japanese are the only group that is majority U.S. born (73% of the total population and
68% of adults); all other subgroups are majority foreign born.

Their pathways into the U.S. are different. About half of all Korean and Indian immigrants who
received green cards in 2011 got them on the basis of employer sponsorship, compared with
about a third of Japanese, a fifth of Chinese, onein-eight Filipinos and just 1% of Viethamese.
The Vietnamese are the only major subgroup to have come to the U.S. in large numbers as
political refugees; the others say they have come mostly for economic, educational and family
reasons.

Asian Americans have varying degrees of attachment to relatives m their home countries d
likely reflecting differences in the timing and circumstances of their immigration. For example,
though they are among the least well-off financially, Viethamese Americans are among the
most likely (58%) to say they have sent money b someore in Vietnam in the past year. About
half of Filipino s (52%) also say they sent remittances home in the past year. By contrast,
Japanese(12%) and Koreans (16%)are much less likely to have done this.

They have different naturalization rates. Full y three-quarters of the foreign-born Vietnamese

are naturalized U.S. citizens, compared with two-thirds of Filipinos, about six -in-ten Chinese
and Koreans, half of Indians and only a third of Japanese.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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History

Asian immigrants first came to the U.S. in
significant numbers more than a century and a
half agod mainly as low-skilled male laborers
who mined, farmed and built the railroads.
They endured generations of officially
sanctioned racial prejudiced including
regulations that prohibited the immigration of
Asian women; the Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882, which barred all new immigration from
China; the Immigration Act of 1917 and the
National Origins Act of 1924, which extended
the immigration ban to include virtually all of
Asia; and the forced relocation and internment
of about 120,000 Japanese Americans after the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941.

Large-scale immigration from Asia did not take
off until the passage of the landmark
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965. Over
the decades, this modern wave of immigrants
from Asia has increasingly become more
skilled and educated. Today, recent arrivas
from Asia are nearly twice as likely as those
who came three decades ago to have a college
degree, and many go into high-paying fields
such as science, engineering, medicine and
finance. This evolution has been spurred by
changes in U.S. immigration policies and labor
markets; by political liberalization and
economic growth in the sending countries; and
by the forces of globalization in an ever-more
digitally interconnected world.

These trends have raised the education levels
of immigrants of all races in recent years, but
Asian immigrants exceedother race and ethnic

The Immigrant Education Gap

% with at leastabache | or 6 s agk®25%64¢ e ,
1980-2010

80 %
Recent Asian immigrants 61

60 ®
40 35
20

0 - T T )

1980 1990 2000 2010
Not e: Except for 1980, irecent

who came to live in the U.S. in the past three years prior to

the survey. In 1980, the reference period was 1975 -1980.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of the 1980, 1990
and 2000 Decennial Censuses and 2010 American
Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample
(IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Education Characteristics of
Recent Immigrants, by Race and
Ethnicity, 2010

% among adults

College +
Asian 35
white w2
Black 62
Hispanic 84

Note: Recent immigrants refer to those who came to the

U.S. in the past three years prior to the survey date (since

2007) . AColl ege +0 includes tho
a four -year college or graduate school or have completed

t heir bach ek a addascedidegrees.  Asian include s
mixed -race Asian population, regardless of Hispanic origin.

White and black include only non - Hispanics. Hispanics are of
any race.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American
Community Survey, Integrated Pu blic Use Microdata Sample
(IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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groups in the share who are either college students or college graduates.
Native Born and Foreign Born

Throughout the long history of immigration waves to the U.S., the typical pattern h as been that
over time the second generation (i.e., the children of immigrants) surpasses the immigrant
generation in key measures of socieeconomic well-being and assimilation, such as household
income, educational attainment and English fluency.

It is not yet possible to make any full intergenerational accounting of the modern
Asian-American immigration wave; the immigrants themselves are still b y far the dominant
group and the second generation has only recently begun to come into adulthood in significant
numbers. (Among all second-generation Asians, the median age is just 17; in other words,
about half are still children.)

Characteristics of Native - and Foreign  -born

But on the basis of the
Asian -American Adults , 2010

evidence so far, this

. . . 0, i
immigrant generation has % (unless otherwise noted)

set a bar of success that will o Nalve - Forelgn
be a challenge for the next Share of Asian population 100 .0 25.9 74.1
generation to surpass. As of ~ Citizen 696 1000 589
. . . Median age in years 41 30 44
now, there is no difference in anag (in years)
. Married 59.0 34.9 67.4
the share of native- and Fertility (women ages 18 -44)
foreign-born Asian Had a birth in the past 12 months 6.8 4.8 7.7
Americans ages 25 and older Of these, % unmarried 14.6 311 9.6
who have a colege degree College educated (ages 25+ ) 49.0 49.4 48.9
(49% for each group), and Medlan. annual personal earnings
. Full-time, year -round workers $48,000  $50,000 $47,000
there is Only a modest Household annual income
difference in the median Median $66,000 $67,400  $65,200
annual eamings of full -time Average household size (persons ) 3.1 2.6 3.2
. H hi 1 7.4 .
workers in each group omeownership rate 58 5 58.3
i In poverty 119 111 12.2
($50,000 for the native Speaks English very well 635 94.7 525
born; $47'000 for the Note: Asians include mixed  -race Asian population, regardless of Hispanic origin.

Unmarried women include those who are divorced, separated, widowed or never

forelgn born)' The two married. iSpeaks Engl i s hcludes ithpse whe bpleak oniy iEnglish at home.

gl'OUpS aISO have Sim”ar Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American Community Surveys,
Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files
poverty rates and

homeownership rates.
Not surprisingly, when it

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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comes to language fluency, there are significant differences between the native and foreign-
born adults. Only about half (53%) of the foreign born say they speak English very well,
compared with 95% of the U.S. born.

Family formation patterns are also quite different. The U.S. born are much less likely than the
foreign born to be married (35% vs. 67%), a difference largely driven by the fact that they are a
much younger group. (Among adults, the median age is 30, vesus 44 for the foreign born.)

There are also differences between the native born and foreign born in the share of recent

mothers who are unmarried. About three -in-ten (31%) U.S:-born Asian women who had

children recently are unmarried, compared with just 10% of all recent foreign-born Asian-

American mothers. Among the U.S. population as a whole, about four-in-ten recent American

mothers are unmarried. Even as births to single mothers have become more widespread in

recent decades, Pew Research surveys finthat a sizable majority of Americans believe this

growing phenomenon has been bad for society. So in the eyes of the public, this appears to be a

case of Adownward assimilationd by second generat
Americans to an increasingly prevalentd but still frowned upon d U.S. pattern of behavior.”

On a more positive note, U.S-born Asians are more upbeat than the foreign born about their
relations with other racial and ethnic groups, and they are more receptive to the growing
practice of racial and ethnic intermarriage.

7 See Pew Research Center Social & Demographic Trends project. 2010. AThe Decline of Marri agel iaemgd. ®Ri se of Ne w
Washington, D.C.: November.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Perceptions of Discrimination

For the most part, todayds Asian Americans do

not feel the sting of racial discrimination or the Does Being Asian American  Help
burden of culturally i mplosuedCoipegetdiread™m ess o t hat

was so mucha part of the experience of their % saying being of their U.S. Asian group helps,
predecessors who came in the 18 and early makes no difference or hurts when it comes to é
20th centuries. H Helps Makes no difference B Hurts

Admission into

schools and 61
About one-in-five Asian Americans say they colleges
have personally been treated unfairly in the Finding a job 62
past yearbecause they are Asian, andne-in- Getting a - ”
ten say they have been catd an offensive promotion
name. Older adults are less ||ke|y than young 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q46a -c. Responses of
know/ Refusedo not shown.

and middle-aged adults to report negative PEW RESEARCH CENTER

personal experience with bias.

Compared with the nat i on éd&Hispanics and blacks®@AsiaBn mi nor i ty g
Americans appear to be less inclined b view discrimination against their group as a major

problem.8 Just 13% of Asian Americans say it is, while about half (48%) say it is a minor

problem, and a third (35%) say it is not a problem.

About six-in-ten say that being Asian American makes no diference when it comes to getting a
job or gaining admission to college. Of those who do say it makes a difference, a slightly higher
share say that members of their group are helped rather than hurt by their race. Those with
less education are more prone tan those with more education to say that being an Asian
American is an advantage.

5For more details on how Asian Americansd perceptions of discrimination compal
Chapter 3.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Group Relations

Overall, more than eight-in-ten Asian
Americans say their group gets along either
very or pretty well with whites; roughly seven -
in-ten say the same about relations with
Hispanics and just over sixin-ten say that
about their relations with blacks. Korean
Americans stand out for their negative views

on their groupbs relat
half say these two gro

while 39% say they get along pretty wel and
just 4% say they get along very well. In several
cities across the country, there has been a
history of tension between Koreans and blacks,
often arising from friction between Korean
shopkeepers and black customers in
predominantly black neighborhood s.

About four -in-ten Asian Americans say their
circle of friends is dominated by Asians from
the same country of origin, while 58% sayit is
not. Among U.S.-born Asians, however, just
17% say that all of most of their friends are
from their same country of origin group.

Asian-American newlyweds are more likely
than any other major racial or ethnic group to
be intermarried. From 2008 to 2010, 29% of
all Asian newlyweds married someone of a
different race, compared with 26% of
Hispanics, 17% of blacks and9% of whites.
There are notable gender differences. Asian
women are twice as likely as Asian men to
marry out. Among blacks, the gender pattern
runs the other wayd men are more than twice
as likely as women to marry out. Among whites

Getting Along across Group
Boundaries

% saying their U.S. Asian group and each of the

following get along é

m Very well Pretty well ~ ® Not too/Not at all well

B

With whites 61

With other U.S.
Asian groups 59

. With Hispanics m 56 q
i ons Wwi bl acks". ul |y

u p sWithglasky g ¢ a

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q49a -d. Respons
know/ Refusedodo not shown.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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o

Intermarriage Rates for  Asians

% of Asian newlyweds (2008-2 01 0) mar r i

Non -

>
(2
)
=]

U.S. Asians 29 8

U.S. Asian groups

I

Japanese 5

N
(o]
(é)]

Filipino

I

Korean 3 8

Chinese 6 B

'

Vietnamese

=
!
©

Indian

[ury
H
N

Notes: i Ne wl y weefdrs fio people ages 15 and older
got married in the year prior to the survey, and their marital

Net

35

64

54

39

35

27

14

who

status was fAmarried, US psanssare egech e
U.S. Asian group include non  -Hispanic single -race Asians

who are from only one group

AN

Hispanics and single - or multiple -race non -Hispanics except
single -race Asians; i Ot her Asi anod -Hispanica de

from other single  -Asian or multiple -Asian groups .
computed prior to rounding.

Source: Pew R esearch Center analysis of 2008 -2010
American Community Surv ey, Integrated Public Use
Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files
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and Hispanics, there are no differences by
gender. Residential Segregation, 2010

% from each group living in census tracts where the
Among Asian-American newlyweds1 Japanese majority of residents are from their racial/ethnic

. . . rou
have the highest rate of intermarriage and group
Indians have the lowest. More than half of S
. Asians in majority - 1
recent Japanese newlyweds married a non Asian tracts

Asian; among recent Indian newlyweds, just

A . Whites in majority -

Asian Americans were oncehighly Blacks in majority -
. . . 41
concentrated into residential enclaves, black tracts

exemplified by the establishment of

. N Hi ics i jorit - . .
AChinatownso and ot her A'gp?nlcéi;rb:r,?f{gaﬁpsm-t4s es in
cities across the country. Today, however,

ASian Americans are much more ||ke|y than Note: Based on total population, including adults and
i i i . children. Asians, whites and blacks are single -race, non -
any Other raCIal gl’Oup to ||Ve N a I’aCIa"y Hispanic. Hispanics are of any race. See footnote on this

page for definition of census tract.

mixed neighborhood. Just 11% currently live in Source: Pew Research Center tabulations of 2010 Decennial
acensus tractin which Asian Americans are a Census SFL data

majority .2 The comparable figures are 41% for ~ PEV RESEARCHCENTER

blacks, 43% for Hispanics and 90% for whites.

(This comparison should be treated with caution: Each of the other groups is more numerous
than Asians, thereby creating larger potential pools for racial enclaves.)

9 A census tract is a small, relatively permanent subdivision of a county that often fol lows generally accepted neighborhood
boundaries and has an average of 4,200 residents. The Census Bureau delineated about 73,000 tracts for the 2010 Census.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Iden tity

Despite high levels of residential integration and out -marriage, many Asian Americans
continue to feel a degree of cultural separation from other Americans. Not surprisingly, these
feelings are highly correlated with nativity and duration of time in the U.S.

Among U.S-born Asian Americans, abouttwo-t hi rds (65%) say they feel I
American. 0 Among i mmigrants, just 30% say the sam
immigrants who have arrived since 2000.

The AsiarrAmer i can | abel its 0
much sway with Asian Americans. Only about AAsi-Ameri cano Label
one-in-five (19%) say they most often describe ~ Stick

themselvesas Asian American or Asian. A % saying they most often
majority (62%) say they most often describe » _
. o B Country of origin/fCOO American
themselves by their country of origin (e.g., Asian/Asian American
B American

Chinese or Chinese American; Viethamese or

Viethamese American, andso on), while just U.S. Asians 19

14% say they most often simply call themselves
American. Among U.S.-born Asians, the share Among U.S. Asians  who are ...

who most often call themselves American rises
o 3% e | 0
In these identity preferences, Asian Americans

are similar to Hispanics, the other group that _ _
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q42 . Only respondents who

has been driving the modern immigration identified a country of origin (COO) were asked this
. . . ! . question; percentages shown here are based on total
wave. Hispanics are more likely to identify sample. Responses of fibependso
not shown.

themselves using their country of origin than
to identify as a Hispanic or as an American.10

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

1 Taylor, Paul, et al. 2012. AiWhen Labels Dondét Fit: Hi s pani c $NVashington, D.€.eRew Higpanews of | dentity. o
Center, April. ~ The question wording differed slightly from the Asian -American survey; see Chapter 2 for a fuller explan ation.
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Perceptions of Success

About four -in-ten Asian Americans (43%) say
Asian Americans are more successful than Asian Americans and Hispanics:
other racial and ethnic minorities in the U.S. A How Well Are We Doing Compared
similar share of Asian Americans (45%) say with Other Minorities?

they are about as successful, and just 5% say % of group saying, compared with other racial and
ethnic minority groups in the U.S., Asian Americans/
they are less successful.

Hi spanic Americans have

Nativ e-born and foreign-born Asian Americans Hless More Equally
have similar views about d,h&ir gou%so s gccess
relative to other minorities. Recent
immigrants, however, tend to be somewhat U.S. Hispanics 17 55
less upbeat in these assessments than are
immigrants who came before 2000: 36% of the 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q47. Respons
and ADonot know/ Refusedo not s h
former versus 48% of the latter say their group from November 2011 survey by the Pew Hispanic Center.
has been more successful than other minority PEW RESEARCH CENTER

groups in the U.S.

Members of the nati onds Odispaeiasd dredessghan halfamlikelyr ant gr o
as Asian Americans to say their group is more successfuthan other racial and ethnic
minorities, and they are four times as likely to say they are less successful!

On a personal level, Asian Americans are more satisfied than the general public with their
financial situations and their standard of living. Whe n measured against how well their
parents were doing at the same stage of life, about half (49%) say they are doing much better,
and a quarter say they are doing somewhat better. By contrast, only about a third of all
Americans say they are doing much beter than their parents at a similar stage of life.

There are only minor differences between Asian Americans and the general public in their
expectations about the upward mobility of their children. Some 31% of Asian Americans
believe that when their childr en are the age they are now, their children will have a much
better standard of living, 22% say somewhat better, 19% say about the same, and 19% say
somewhat or much worse.

1 |bid.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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On this measure, there are sizable differences among U.S. Asian subgroups. Nearljalf of

Vietnamese Americans (48%) say they expect their children eventually to have a much better

standard of living than they themselves have now. About a third of Koreans and Indians feel

this way, as do onein-four Chinese and Filipinos, and just one-in-five Japanese. Overall, the
foreign born are more optimistic than the native
living relative to their own at the present.

Political and Social Attitudes

Compared with the general public, Asian Americans are more likely to support an activist
government and less likely to identify as Republicans. Half are Democrats or lean Democratic,
while only 28% identify with or lean toward the GOP . Among all American adults, 49% fall in
the Democratic camp and 39%id entify with or lean toward the Republican Party. Indian
Americans are the maost heavily Democratic Asian subgroup (65%), while Filipino Americans
and Vietnamese Americans are the most evenly

split between the two parties.

Asian Americans Lean Democratic

President Obama gets higher ratings from %saying their party iden
Asian Americans than from the general public
0 54% approve of the way he is handling his

B Republican/Lean Rep Democrat/Lean Dem

job as president, compared with 44% of the U.S. Asians 50
general public. In 2008, Asian-American General public %
voters supported Obama over Republican John
McCain by 62% to 35%, according toElection U.S. Asian groups
Day exit polls.12 Indian 65
Japanese 54

On balance, AsianAmericans prefer a big -

. . Chi 26 49
government that provides more services (55%) nese
over a smaller government than provides fewer Korean 48
services (36%) In contrast, the general public Filipino “ 43

refers a smdler government over a bigger

P 9 99 Vietnamese 36

government, by 52% to 39%.

2012 Asian -American Survey. PARTY, PARTYLN. Those who
refused to lean are not shown. General public results from

While they differ o n the role of government, February 2012 survey by the Pew Research Center for the
. . . . le & th
Asian Americans are close to the public in their 7“7 “ "¢ e

.. . . . PEW RESEARCH CENTER
opinions about two key social issues By a ratio

22008 national e  xit polls conducted by Edison Media Research for th e National Election Pool.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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of 53% to 35%, AsianAmericans say homosexuality should be accepted by society rather than
discouraged. And on the issue of abortion, 54% of AsianAmericans say it should be legalin all
or most cases while 37% say it should be illegal

Sampler of Key Demographic and Survey Findings
% of adults (unless otherwise noted)
Recent Personal
Median College inter - Majority or Satisfied with finances Belief in
household degree or Foreign marriage plurality Satisfied direction of (Excellent/ hard

income higher * born rate religion with life country Good) work* *
U.S. Asians $66,000 49 74 29 Christian 82 43 51 69
General public $49,800 28 16 15 Christian 75 21 35 58
U.S. Asian
groups
Chinese $65,050 51 76 26 Unaffiliated 84 41 55 61
Filipino $75,000 47 69 48 Catholic 82 30 50 72
Indian $88,000 70 87 12 Hindu 84 47 67 75
Vietnamese $53,400 26 84 18 Buddhist 82 56 29 83
Korean $50,000 53 78 32 Protestant 83 48 45 64
Japanese $65,390 46 32 55 No plurality 81 36 57 59
* ages 25 and older
** share that agrees that "m ost people who want to get ahead can make it if theydére willlTng to work hard

Source: The four items to the left are from

Pew Research Center analysis of 2010

Sample (IPUMS) files. The five items to the right are from the Pew Research Center 2012 Asian

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

-American Survey.

American Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata

www. pewsocialtrends .org



19

PEW SOCIAL & DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

CHAPTER 1:PORTRAIT OF ASIAN

I. Overall  Characteristics

The 2010 Census counted more than 17 million
Asian Americans, or 5.6%o0f the U.S.
population (and 5.5% of U.S. adults ages 18
and older).13 The Asian-American population
grew faster than any other race group from
2000 to 2010 (46%) and its numbers roughly
guadrupled from 1980 to 2010.14

Included in this population are 2.6 million U.S.
mixed-race residents who areAsian and at
least one additional race, accounting for 15% of
all Asian Americans. The shareof Asians of
more than one raceis higher than the
comparable share ofwhites (3%), blacks (7%)
and Hispanics (6%).1°5 This mixed-race group,
most of whom identify as Asian and white,

grew by 60% from 2000 to 2010, even faster
than the Asian-American population.

Asian Americans either are immigrants from
Asia (59%) or are descendants of immigrants
(41%). The vast majority of the Asian
American population (at least 83%)¢trace
their roots to only six countriesd China, India,
Japan, Korea, the Philippines and Vietnam. As

the accompanying chart shows, Chinese are the

AMERICANS

The Largest U.S. Asian Groups

The six largest country of origin groups each number
more than a million people

U.S. Asians 17,320,856

% of

U.S. Asian  groups Asians
Chinese - 4,010,114 23.2

Filipino - 3,416,840 19.7

Indian - 3,183,063 18.4
Vietnamese . 1,737,433 10.0

. 1,706,822 9.9

I 1,304,286 7.5

Korean

Japanese

Note: Based on the total Asian -race population, including

adults and children. There is some overlap in the numbers

for the six largest Asian groups because people with origins

in more thanonegroup o6f or exampl e, AChin
Fi | i p areaunted in each group to which they belong.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis based on Elizabeth M.
Hoeffel et al., The Asian Population: 2010, U.S. Census
Bureau, March 2012.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

3 This report uses the 2010 Census and other decennial censuses for population counts and trends, including by race. The 2010

American Community
details .

4 On May 17, 2012, the Census Bureau released its first population estimates since the 2010 Census, showing an Asian

Survey is used for social and economic characteristics.

Totals may differ slightly. See text box for more

-American

population of 1 8.2 million as of July 1, 2011. Its 3.0% growth rate since the 2010 Census was the largest among race groups;

Hispanics, whose numbers grew 3.1%, were the fastest
> The multiple -race share is higher for two smaller race groups: 56%
for American Indians and Alaska Natives.

-growing minority group.

for Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders and 44%

6 This figure includes almost all Asians with origins in the six major country groups, but is not a complete count. The availab le

2010 ACS data from which it
most common combinations of race or country group.

is drawn include specific counts only for Asians with origins in one major group or with origins in the

www. pewsocialtrends .org



20

The Rise of Asian Americans

most numerous of these six groups, Japanese the least.

Asian Americans have a long history in the United States, dating to the early Bth century,
when thousands came to work in agriculture, construction and other low -wage jobs. The
Asian-American population grew slowly for more than a century because severe restrictions or
outright prohibitions were imposed on most immigration from Asia . Most Asian Americans

now living in the U.S. arrived as a result of
passage of 1965 immigration legislation that
opened admission to people from a wider
range of countries.

As new opportunities to immigrate became
available, the foreign-born Asian-American
population, which numbered only 2.2 million
in 1980, grew by 2.3 million over the 1980s
and 2.9 million in the 1990s. From 2000 to
2010, the Asian-American immigrant
population increasedby an additional 2.8
million.

The Asian-American immigrant population has
grown rapidly over the past decade as a result
of continued large flows from Asia. By contrast,
new immigration from Latin America, while

still significant, has fallen considerably since
the middle of the last decade. As a result,

according to a Pew Research Center analysis of

Census Bureau data, the number of nevly
arrived Asian-American immigrants has
surpassed the number of newly arrived
Hispanic immigrants since at least 2009.

Asians Surpass Hispanics Among
New Arrivals

Immigrants (in thousands), by year of arrival ,
2000-2010

e ASian race Hispanic origin

1,400

1,200

1,000

800

600

400

200

0 T T T T T T T T T ]
2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010

Note: Based on total foreign  -born population, including
adults and children . Asians include mixed -race Asian
population, regardless of Hispanic origin. Hispanics are of

any race. The 2010 ACS includes only partial -year arrivals
for 2010; arrivals for 2010 adjusted to full -year totals based
on analysis of 2005 -2009 ACS data on partial ~ -year arrivals.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American
Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample
(IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

About 36% of new immigrants in 2010 were Asian, compared with 31% who were Hispanic.
About 430,000 Asian immigrants arrived in the U.S. in 2010, compared with about 370,000
Hispanics. As recently as 2007, the numbers were about 390,000 (Asians) and 540,000

(Hispanics). These totals include arrivals with both legal and unauthorized status, as well as

www. pewsocialtrends

.org



21
PEW SOCIAL & DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

those arriving with work, student or other temporary visas.l’

Unauthorized Asian-American immigrants account for about 10-11% of the U.S. unauthorized
population and about 13-15% of the Asian immigrant population during the 2000 -2010
decade, according to a Pew Research Center analysis of governméata.'® In contrast,
Hispanic unauthorized immigrants account for about three -quarters of the U.S. unauthorized
population and about 45% of Hispanic immigrants.

Most Asian immigrants who obtain green cardsd that is, permanent resident statusd do so via
sponsorship by family members, as is true of all immigrants. But Asian immigrants are notably
more likely than immigrants from other nations to be admitted with employment visas.

In 2011, according to Department of Homeland Security statistics,1° 62% of immigrants from

the six largest Asian source countries received green cards based on family members already in
the U.S., compared with 66% of other immigrants who did so. Among immigrants from these
Asian nations, 27% received green cards based on employer sp@orship, compared with 8% of
other immigrants who did so. The share has varied throughout the past decade but has been
markedly higher for Asian immigrants than for others.

However, considerable variation exists among the top six countries of origin. In 2011, the
shares of immigrants granted green cards for employment reasons were about half or more for
those from Korea (55%) and India (49%), as well as 33% for Japan and 21% for China. The
shares were far lowerfor immigrants from the Philippines (13%) and Vietnam (1%).

Geographically, Asian Americans are disproportionately likely to live in Western states (46%
did in 2010, compared with 23% of the U.S. population overall). 20 This residential pattern
reflects historic ports of arrival for most Asian Americ ans, as well as the immigrant pattern of
moving to established enclaves.

" An important reason for the switchover is that immigration from Mexico 0 the largest single country source of U.S. immigrants &

has plummeted since mid  -decade. A total of 1.4 million Mexicans immigrated to the U.S. from 2005 to 2010, down by more than

half from the 3 million who came a decade earlier. Most immigrants from Mexico are unauthorized, and a re duction in

unauthorized immigration accounts for most of the diminished flow from Mexico to the U.S. Meanwhile, recent immigration from

Asi a, most of which is legal, has been steady or even up sl i gBaréray. See Passel
2012. AiNet Mi gration from Meanidc oP ek ahlalpsashimg®mrsdrGo Pew Hispanic Center, April.

18 Data source is the U.S. Census Bureau6s March Current Population Surveys. For details of
and Do6Ver a Cofihthn.a u2tohlolr.i zed | mmi grant Popul @t eaods . N@ashimyomD.C..cPewlHisania t e

Center, February.

9 Yearbook of Immigration Statistics, various years (2000 -2011), Table 10 (2005 -2011), Table 8 (2000 -2004). Source countries

are China (including Hong Kong and Taiwan) , India, Japan, Korea (N orth and South), Philippines and Vietnam.

20 california had the largest Asian -American population, nearly 5.6 million. For state totals, see Hoeffel, Elizabeth M., et al. 2012

AThe MsPapul at i oWashingtonlmMC.:d).S. Census Bureau, March.
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According to projections by the Pew Research Cente't he nat i AAmdrican Asi an
population will continue to grow more rapidly than the U.S. population overall, and it will be

less dominated by immigrants than it now is. The Asian population will grow to 41 million in
2050, nearly tripling in size. Nearly all of the future growth in the Asian population (94%) will

be due to immigrants arriving after 2005 and their descendants. But arrivals of new

immigrants will play a declining role in Asian population change, and births in the United

States to immigrants and their descendants will play a growing role. In 2005, most Asians in
the United States (58%) were foreign born; by 2050, fewer than half (47%) will be foreign

born.

Within the Asian -American population are diverse histories, languages, cultures and
characteristics, which are discussed later in this chapter in separate sections for each of the six
largest countries of origin. Asian Americans also share distinct economic and demographic
characteristics as a group, especially in the realms of nativity, educational attainment, income
and family structure.

Who Are  Asian Americans ?

Asian Americans are a diverse group in the Unit ed States. According to the U.S.
to a person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia or the Indian
subcontinent. The Asian population includes pkodgianwhofACh
AFilipino, o0 AJapanese, 0 AKorean. o AVietnameseo or fAOther
ACambodi ando or fAHMmMong. o

I'n this report, the terms figroupod or fisubgroupod cablyfoceferum t
popul ations who indicated their race as fiAsian |Indian, o f

does not necessarily mean birth country but can refer to ancestry or family heritage.

Wi th growing di ver s ipdpylatian,rthe Census Buedu ihas ohanged the wording of questions

about race and ethnicity over time. Since Census 2000, respondents could select one or more race categories

to indicate their racial identities. (About 15% of the Asian population reported multiple races in Census 2010.)
In addition, since Census 2000, the Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander population, formerly included

with the totals for the Asian population, has been counted as a separate race group. Because of these changes,

caution is advised in historical comparisons on racial composition of Asians.

Inthisreport, fAsi an Americanod includes all Asians living in the
immigration status. It includes foreign citizens living in the United States for study, work or other purposes, but

not those on short  -term visits. Unless otherwi se noted, the maximum number of Asians is counted for the

overall Asian population and for Asian subgroups in the report. This includes single -race Asians as well as

mixed -race Asians. Asian Americans do not include Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Island ers, but (except

where specified) do include some Asians of Hispanic ethnicity, who were approximately 1.4% of the Asian

population in 2010.

Throughout the report, data from Census 2010 and earlier decennial censuses are used for basic population
counts and trends, as well as for analysis of the mixed -race Asian population. Estimates from the 2010
American Community Survey are used for social and economic characteristics of Asian Americans and their
subgroups. In most cases, characteristics are reported f or the adult population.

q

[o
A

r
q

Zpassel, Jeffrey S., aniUD® VelPap Clohtni 02 0RBBO H 6WashingtonsD.C.: PévHBpanic Center,
February. In this report, Asians are non -Hispanic and include Pacific Islanders.
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Race and Nativity

The six major country groups
vary markedly in the shares ~ AASian Groups in Detalil
that are only one race. More %
than a third (35%) of
JapaneseAmericans identify
themselves as multiracial,

and an additional 6% are of

m Single group More than one Asian group H More than one race

U.S. Asians 83 415 |

U.S. Asian  groups

mixed-Asian heritage. By vietmamese [N s O

contrast, only 6% of inian | R

Vietnamese report being of crines I [

mixed race and an additonal coreen S TS

0 . A

5% report a mixed-Asian ripivo | NI

background. The difference

is in part a reflection of

assimilation and of the Note: Based on total population, including adults and children. Figures may not add
A to 100% due to rounding.

Japanese American _ _ _ .
. R Source._ Pew Research Center analysis based on Elizabeth M. Hoeffel et al., The Asian

popul ationds | ongoe2i0 RS Cespsgryauyarchi0py.

the U S PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Most Asian Americans are foreign bornd 59%, compared with 13% of the U.S. population
overall in 2010.22 (The share is even higher for adultsd 74%, compared with 16%.) The share
varies by country of origin, from a low of 38% for single -race Japanese to 75% for singlerace
Koreans. These differences |l argely reflect
immigration.

The Asian-American native-born adult population is evenly split between males and females,
but the foreign-born Asian population has more females than malesd 54% of women versus
46% of men. Among foreign-born Japanese-American adults, the female-to-male ratio is more
than 2-to-1. The exception is foreign-born Indian -American adults; there are slightly more
men than women in this group.

22 Data about immigrant generation can be calculated from another source, the Current Population Survey. CPS totals differ

slightly from  the ACS because the CPS includes only the household population and because of weighting differences. According to

the 2011 CPS, 56% are foreign born (first generation) , 32% are children of immigrants (second generation) , and 11% are third
generation and h igher .

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Just over half of foreign-born Asian-American adults either speak only English at home or

speak English very well (53%), a standard measure of languag@roficiency. (That share from

the Census Bureaub6s 2010 American Commubointy Surve
Asian-American adults in the 2012 Pew Research CenteAsian-American survey who say they

speak English very well.) The share of AsianAmerican adults who speak only English or speak

English very well is modestly higher than for other U.S. foreign -born adults (45%), according

to census data.

Looking at two measures of attachment to the ~ Vietnamese Most Likely, Japanese
U.S.0 emigration and naturalization 6 Asian Least Likely to Be Citizens
immigrants are less likely to leave than other % of foreign -born adults who are citiz ens

groups and more likely to become citizens.
U.S. population

IS
o

Emigration from the U.S. by former U.S. Asians
immigrants is difficult to measure

precisely. However, various estimates of
overall emigration generally are in the range of
1% to 1.5% per yearand Asian emigration Filipino
appears to be a bit lower than average®

©

U.S. Asian groups

Vietnamese

(o))

w
w
o
a1 (¢} a1
(e2]
~
~

Chinese 9
. _ _ _ «
As for citizenship, 59% of foreign-born Asian orean 8
adults in the U.S. are naturalized citizens, Indian 5
compared with 45% of all foreign-born adults. Japanese

The share varies notably among different
- . . Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American
subgroups. Only a third of immigrant Japanese Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample
o . S) fil
adults (33%) are citizens, compared with (oS Ties
three-quarters (76%) of Vietnamese immigrant
adults.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

2 For a summary of recent research, see Schwabish, Jonathan A. 2009. Aldentifying Rates of Emigration in the
Using Administrative Earnings R e c o r d\vashington, D.C.: Congressional Budget Office, March.
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Education

Educational attainment among Asian
Americans is markedly higher than that of the College Education, Ages 25 and

U.S. population overall. Among those ages 25~ ©lder, 2010

and older, 49% hold at least a college degree, % wi th a bachel oros degr
compared with 28% of the U.S. population

. . U.S. Populati
overall. As with nativity, the share among opulation

those ages25 and older varies by country of U.S. Asians

origin: Vietnamese (26%) are the only group U.S. Asian  groups

below the U.S. share and Indian s (70%) are ndian

much higher.

Educational attainment is especially notable Chinese

among recent immigrants from Asia, those Filipino

who arrived in the three years prior to the 2010

American Community Survey. In 2010, 61% of

those ages 250 64 held a college degree Vietnamese

(Compared with 30% of other recent Note: All Asians (and each subgroup) include mixed -race
and mixed -group population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.

Immlgrants ageS 25t0 64)-24 Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American
Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample
(IPUMS) files

Recent Indian immigrants ages25 to 64 are PEW RESEARCH CENTER

most likely to hold a college degree (81%), but
more than half of comparably aged new
immigrants from China, the Philippines, Korea and Japan also are college-educated. Only 17%
of recent immigrants ages25 to 64 from Vietnam are college-educated, however.

Compared with the educational attainment of th e population of their country of origin, recent

Asian immigrants are a select group. For example, about 26 of adults ages 25 to 64 inSouth

Korea and 25% in Japan have a bachelo@ degree or more?: In contrast, nearly 70% of

comparably agedrecentimmigrant s from these two countries have

Using a broader measured the share enrolled in college or holding a college degreé the
educational characteristics of recent Asian immigrants also compare favorably with those of
other races.

“FEor more detail s, see AAdditional Tableso at the end of this chapter.
2 Qrganisation for Economic Co  -operation and Development (OECD). Education at a Glance 2011: OECD Indicators . Based on
2009 data.
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Among Asian immigrant adults ages 18 and
older who arrived in 2007-2010, nearly two-
thirds (65%) were enrolled in college or
graduate school, or held a college degree.
This share was higher than for comparable
white recent immigrants (58%) and markedly
higher than for black (38%) or Hispanic (16%)
recent immigrants.

Young adults from Asian countries are
overrepresented among current students,
accounting for more than six-in-ten of all
foreign students studying at U.S. institutions.
China, India and South Korea are the top three
countries whose students are studyingin the
U.S., with Taiwan ranking fifth (behind
Canada) and Japan and Vietnam ranking
seventh and eighth (behind Saudi Arabia).

Asian students, both foreign born and U.S.

Education Characteristics of
Recent Immigrants, by Race and
Ethnicity , 2010

% among adults

College +

Black 62

Hispanic 84

Note: Rfecent i mmigrantso refers tc
in the U.S. in the three years prior to the survey date.

AColl ege +0 incl udueentlyintafowr e -yeart h
coll ege or graduate school or h
advanced degree. A rised aateand nrixed u d
group Asian populations, regardless of Hispanic origin.

Whites and blacks include only non -Hispanics. Hispanics are

of any race.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American
Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample
(IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

born, also are heavily
overrepresented in the

International Students in the U.S., by Top

awarding of U.S. advanced Regions of Origin, 1950 -2011
degrees. In 2010, Asian 800,000
students accounted for 25% 200 000
of the 48,069 research 600.000
do.ctora.tgs granted at U.S. 500,000
universities. They collected a 400 .000 .
I 0
pIurfaIlty (.45 %) of all 300,000
engineering Ph.D.s awarded
200,000 Europe
that year, as well as 38% of :
) 100,000 Latin America
doctorates in math and 0 Other
computer sciences; 33% of 1050 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2011

doctorates in the physical
sciences; 25% of those in the

degrees or higher.

Note: Based on students at U.S. colleges and universities that grant associate

Source: Institute of International Education, Open Doors Report on International

Educational Exchange

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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life sciences; and 19% of those in the social science%.
Employment

One reflection of their high level of educational attainment is that half of employed Asian
Americans (50%) are in management, professional and related occupations, a higher share
than the roughly 40% for employed Americans overall. Many of these occupations require
advanced degrees.

However, the proportion in these occupations varies by group. Among Indian s, two-thirds hold
such jobs, as do more than half of Chinese and Japanese. Slightly less than half of Filipinos and
Koreans hold management and professonal jobs. Among

Vietnamese, only about a third do. H- 1B Visas Issued, by
Top Nationalities , FY
These high levels of educational attainment are a factor in the 2011
occupational profile of Asian Americans, especially their India 72,438
concentration in the field s of science and engineering. Among @ ™" 10849
adults, 14% of Asan Americans hold these types of jobs, ’\Sﬂout_h Korea 3’22%
exico )
compared with 5% of the U.S. population overall. The share Philippines 2,369
among Indian s is 28%. ng)gf]e g‘ggz
China - Taiwan 1,705
. . . o Germany 1,627
Another facet of the Asian-American occupational profile isthe  other 26,215
Total 129,134

high share of immigrants from Asian countries who are in the

U.S. under the H1-B visa program. These visas were authorized ' pepaimen of se 10

under the Immigration and Nationality Act in 1990 to increase PEW RESEARCH CENTER

the inflow of highly skilled fAguest—workerso fron
countries are now the source of about threequarters of such

temporary visas. In 2011, India alone accounted for 72,438 of the 129,134 HiB visas granted,

or 56%; China was responsible for 10,849, or 8%.

A somewhat lower share of Asian Americans, compared with all employed Americans, are in

jobs that include labor, maintenance and transportation 6 11% compared with 15%. However,
the shares for country groups are all below the national share except for Viethames@ 20% of
employed Viethamese Americans hold these types of jobs.

26 National Science Foundation. ASurvey of Ear n e &adbingtoh oD.Gt es . O
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Looking at recent
unemployment statistics,
Asian Americans were
somewhat less likely to be
unemployed than the
national average for the first
guarter of 2012 (6%
compared with 7% for
workers ages 25 and older)?”
However, the gap differs by
educational attainment. Less
educated Asian Americans,
those with no college
education, had lower
unemployment than
comparably educated
workers overall. But Asian
Americans with some college
or a college degree had about
the same level of
unemployment as
comparably educated
workers overall.

One defining feature of the
recent recession and slow
economic recovery has been

28
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Unemployment Rate and Duration, by Race and

Ethnicit
% unemployed
All
%
Total 7.4
Among those
who have
Less than H.S.
diploma 14.5
H.S. diploma or
; 9.1
equivalent
Some college 7.5
Bachel or ¢ 42

degree or more

y, A ges 25 and Older,

Asian White
% %
6.0 6.2
9.5 14.3
7.9 8.0
7.7 6.6
4.4 3.8

Median duration of unemployment (in weeks)

Total 22
Among those

who have

Less than H.S.

diploma 16
H.S_. diploma or 29
equivalent

Some college 26

Bachel or ¢

degree or more 25

Note: Asian includes mixed race and mixed
Hispanic origin. White and black include only single

are of any race.
Source:

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

28 21
22 18
26 20
30 21
30 22

First Quarter 2012

Hispanic Black
% %
9.8 11.8

135 22.8
9.8 14.3
7.8 11.0
5.8 6.4
17 31
14 24
24 31
21 39
24 35

-group Asian populations, regardless of
-race non -Hispanics. Hispanics

Pew Research Center tabulations from 2012 Current Population Survey data

a high level of long-term unemployment. On th is measure, Asian Americans have fared worse
than workers overall, and most other race groups. Among workers ages 25 and older who were
unemployed in the first quarter of 2012, the median duration of unemployment for Asian
Americans was 28 weeks, second oly to black workers among the major race and ethnic
groups. The median duration of unemployment was worse for Asian Americans than for all
workers at each level of educational attainment.

2" Among workers ages 16 and older, the total unemployment rate for the period was 8.6%, compared with 6.7% for Asian

Americans.

www. pewsocialtrends
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Income

Educational attainment and occupational
patterns are key factors in explaining the
above-average household incomes for Asian
Americans as a wholé a median $66,000 in
2010, vs. $49,800 for the U.S. populationd and
for most country of origin groups.

Median income may also be viewed in the
context of number of earners per household
and household size. AsianAmerican
households have more earners on average than
U.S. households overalB 1.6 compared with
1.4. Additional earners help boost overall
household income.

In addition, the average Asian-American
household (3.1 people) is larger than the
average U.S. household (2.6), and larger
households mean that income must be divided
among a larger number of people.

To add another perspective to the analysis, the
Pew Research Center adjusted median

Household Income, 2010

Median

U.S. population

$49,800

U.S. Asians $66,000
U.S. Asian  groups
Filipino
Japanese
Chinese
Vietnamese
Korean

Note: Based on householders ages 18 and older. Race and
Asian subgroup based on those of household head. All
Asians (and each subgroup) include mixed -race and mixed -
group population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 A merican
Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample
(IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

household incomes for household size differences and standardized income to a household size
of three.2® Based on that adjustment, the median household income for all U.S. households is
82% of the median household income of Asian Americans, compared with 75% when

household incomes are not adjusted.

Geography may also be a factor in explaining these income differences. Accorithg to some
analysts,2® higher incomes can be linked to the geographic concentration of Asian Americans in
states with higher incomes and higher costs of living.

Z®For a description of
Americans Move in
®Takaki, Ronald, 1998.

York, NY: Back Bay Books, Little, Brown and Company.

met hodol ogy,

www. pewsocialtrends

WashihgtoriR B.C.aPew ResearchdCenter
A St r an g:é Histonyf of Asiam Ameritansf f eo ebdpd8hedeand

see

Social & Demographic Trends project, October.
r dlewi s ed

.org

Kocliraght RakePlhhveang DoVear BaGolkrwondonyl
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Wealth and Poverty

Median household wealth for Asian Americans
was $83,500 in 2010, according to a Pew
Research Center analysis of data from the
Census Bureauobs
Program Participation, considered the most
comprehensive source of information about
wealth by race and ethnicity. Wealth is defined
as net worth, or the sum of assets (such as cars,
homes, savings and retirement accounts)

minus debts (such as mortgages, auto loans
and credit card debt).

Asian-American wealth in 2010 was higher
than the median net worth for households
overall ($68,529). Compared with other race
or ethnic groups, Asian Americans had lower
median household wealth than non-Hispanic
whites ($112,000). But Asian-American wealth
was notably higher than it was for Hispanics
($7,800) or for blacks ($5,730).

Asian-American adults overall are somewhat
less likely to be poor than U.S. adults overall
(11.9% for Asian Americans, compared with
12.8% for the U.S.). Poverty rates vary widely
by country of origin, ranging from 6.2% for
Filipino adults to 15.1% for Korean adults.

www. pewsocialtrends

Survey

Household Wealth, 2010
Median
of l ncome and
White $112 ,000

Asian $83,500

Hispanic [ $7,800

Black ] $5,730

Note: Based on householders ages 15 and older. Race and
ethnicity are based on household head. White, black and
Asian are single race only and non -Hispanic. Hispanics are of
any race.

Source: Pew Research Center Analysis of Survey of Income
and Program Participation data (Wave 7 of the 2008
conducted from September 2010 to December 2010)

panel

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Poverty Rate, Adults , 2010

% in poverty

U.S. population
U.S. Asians
U.S. Asian  groups
Vietnamese
Chinese
Indian -
Japanese m
Filipino [N

Note : All Asians (and each subgroup) include mixed -race
and mixed -group population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.
For detailed information on how poverty status is

determined, see  http://usa.ipums.org/usa -action/variables/

POVERTY# description_tab . These data will differ from those
provided by the U.S. Census Bureau.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American
Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample
(IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Family Structure

In terms of family structure, Asian Americans
are more likely to be currently married than
U.S. adults overall andto have lower rates of
birth outside of marriage. The current U.S. population
differences reflect in large part the heavy
immigrant presence among Asian Americans.
As a group, AsianrAmerican adults are more

Marital Status, Adults, 2010

% currently married

U.S. Asians

U.S. Asian  groups

likely to be married than the U.S. population Indian 1
overalld 59%, compared with 51%. Among Chinese

foreign-born Asian-American adults, two-

thirds (67%) are married. Among U.S.-born Vietnamese
Asian-American adults, 35% are married, in Filipino

part because they are younger. Korean

Sl &

g . o

d B N E 8
~

w

According to the 2010 American Community Japanese

Survey, among women ages 18 t@l4 who gave  nNote: ficCurrently marriedo AdAsabsude

. . . ) (and each subgroup) include mixed -race and mixed -group
birth in the previous year, Only 15% of Asian population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.
Americans were unmarried, compared with Source: Pew Research Center  analysis of 2010 American

Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample

37% for the population overall. Among foreign-  (PUMS) files

born Asian-American mothers ages 18 to44, PEW RESEARCH CENTER
only 10% were unmarried, illustrating the
strong influence of the immigrant popu lation on the overall Asian-American data.

According to another data source, the National Center for Health Statistics, Asian-American
and Pacific Islander women of childbearing age (1544) are about as likely as other women to
have given birth in the past year. But only 16% of births to Asian-American and Pacific Islander
women in 2009 were to unmarried mothers, compared with 41% for the overall population.
Among foreign-born Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, only 12% of births were to
unmarried wome n.30

One result of these marriage and birth status profiles is that Asian-American children are
notably more likely than U.S. children overall to live with two married parents & 80% to

30 The differences in results from the two data sources can be attributed in part to the larger age range in the NCHS data. In

addition, the NCHS data come from birth certificates that record the

asks women whether they have given birth in the past year and records
they could include those who married after giving birth.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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63%, according to the 2010 ACS.Some variation exists by subgroup, from 74% of Filipino
children to 92% of Indian children.

There are differences among AsiarAmerican
subgroups in the share of newlyweds marrying  Asian Intermarriage

someone of a different race. Among all recent % of Asian newlyweds (2008-2 01 0) mar r i
Asian-American newlyweds (2008-2010), 29%

married someone of another race and 6% Non - Net

Asian
married someone from another Asian group.3!
U.S. Asians 29 |3 35
The majority of recent Japanese-American U.S. Asian  groups
newlyweds married someone of another race Japanese 3 o4

(55%) or Asian subgroup (9%). The same was

true for Filipino Americans; 48% married Fiipino | 5 54
someonewho was not Asian American, and 5% Korean 8 39
married someone from another Asian group.

. . Chinese 9 35
Koreans (39%), Chinese (35%) and Vietnamese
(27%) were somewhat less likely to marry Vietnamese 0 27
outside their race or subgroup.

9 P Indian 2 14

Indian Americans are the least likely among
. . Note: i Ne wl y we d & topeogle ages 15 and older who
Asian-American groups to marry outd Only got married in the year prior to the survey, and their marital

status was fAmarried,US Asansaad epch e

12% married someone of another race and 2% U.S. Asian group include non  -Hispanic single -race Asians

whoarefrom only one grQAwpg;anNdamcl ud

married someone from another Asian group. Hispanics and single - or m ultiple -race non -Hispanics except
single-r ace Asians; fAOther Afspaaicsd i
from other single -Asian or multiple -Asian groups. i Net 0
computed prior to rounding.

For more about attitudes toward intermarriage
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2008 and 2010

from the 2012 Asian-American survey, see American Community Surv ey, Integrated Public Use
Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files
Chapter 3.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Multi -generational families d those with two or

more adult generations (or a grandchild and grandparent) living under one roof & are more
common in households headed by Asian Americans than those headed by member of other
race and ethnic groups. Multi-generational homes in 2010 accounted for more than aquarter
(28%) of all people living in households headed by non-Hispanic Asians. That is somewhat
higher than for households headed by non-Hispanic blacks (26%) and Hispanics (25%) and
notably higher than for non -Hispanic whites (14%).

31 For more information about intermarriage, see Wang, Wendy. 2012. ARi se of Intermarriage: Rat es, Characteri
Race and GWashington, @.C.: Pew Research Center Social & Demographic Trends project, February.
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http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2012/02/16/the-rise-of-intermarriage/
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2012/02/16/the-rise-of-intermarriage/

33
PEW SOCIAL & DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

The likelihood of mu Iti -generational living varies markedly by Asian-American group.
Residents of households headed by someone who is Viethamese (34%r Filipino (33%) are
most likely to be in multi -generational families. People in households with Korean (20%) or
Japanese (B%) heads are least likely to be in multi-generational families. In between are
residents of households with heads who are Chinese (26%) or Indian (23%).

Region of Residence

Nearly half of Asian-American adults (47%)

live in Western states, double the share of U.S.  Region of Residence , Adults, 2010

residents overall. This largely reflects historic %

immigration patterns. Northeast Midwest South  West
U.S. population 18 22 37 23

The Northeast and South each arehome to U.S. Asians 20 1 2147

about a fifth of Asian-American adults. Asian U.S. Asian

Americans are least likely to live in the groups

Midwest; only 11%of adults do. Chinese 27 9 4
Filipino 10 9 16 66
Indian 31 17 29 24

Residential settlement patterns vary greatly Vietnamese 10 8 32 49

among different country of origin groups. The Korean 21 11 23 45

West is home to most JapaneseAmerican Japanese o 8 2
Note: Figures may not add to 100% due to rounding. All

adults (71%) and most FilipinO'American Asians (and each subgroup) include mixed ~  -race and mixed -
adUltS (66%)Am0ng adults, Chinese group population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.
i i . Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American
Americans, Viethamese Americans and Korean Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample
. . . . (IPUMS) files
Americans also are more likely to live in the
West than in any other region.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

However, Indian -American adults are more evenly distributed around the country, and the
West is not their first choice of residential region. The largest share of Indian-American adults
(31%) live in the Northeast, followed by the South (29%), West (24%) and Midwest (17%).
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Residential Segregation

By several measures of
residential segregation,

_ _ Residential Segregation Trends for Racial and
Asian Americans®2 are less Ethnic Groups, 1980 to 2010
isolated than either blacks or o - .
. . % from each group living in census tracts where the majority of residents
Hispanics. In 2010, the are from their racial/ethnic group

typical Asian American lived

in a census tract with a lower

share of his or her own race . 11

and a higher share of non Asians in majority - 10
Asian tracts

Hispanic whites than did the

typical black or Hispanic;

9
11
. . 90
Whites in majority - 92

m2010 m2000 1990 1980

segregated than whites. white tracts 95
However, looking at long- 96
term trends, Asian a1
Americans (and Hispanics) Blacks in majority - 47
black tracts 52
are at least as segregated as .
5

they were in 1980, while

1 43
blac!< segregation has Hispanics in majority - - -
declined somewhat. Hispanic tracts -

34
In 2010, the average Asian
i i i Note : Based on total population, including adults and  children. Asians, whites and

American lived in a census blacks are single -race, non -Hispanic. Hispanics are of any race.
tract in WhICh Asians were Source: Pew Research Center tabulations of 1980 to 2010 Decennial census SF1 data

20% of the t RBadlVFEFRPLEEFT dent s.
By comparison, the typical
black lived in a tract that was 45% black and the typical Hispanic lived in a tract that was 45%
Hispanic. (This comparison should be treated with caution: Other race and Hispanic groups
are more numerous than Asians, and so they have greater potential to cluster).

32 In contrast to other parts of this report, this section defines each race group as including only a single race, not that race in

combination with any others. In addition, all race groups are non -Hispanic, whereas other sections of this report include Hispanic

Asians in the t otal Asian American population.

®Because the typical 2010 census tract was 5% Asian, Asian Americans were not
census tracts but were concentrated in particular tracts . A census tract is a small, relatively perm anent subdivision of a county

that often follows generally accepted neighborhood boundaries and has an average of 4,200 residents. The Census Bureau
delineated about 73,000 tracts for the 2010 Census.
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Asian Americans also are likely to have a higher share of norHispanic whites in their

neighborhoods than do blacks or Hispanics. In 2010 the typical Asian American resided in a
tractinwhichnon-Hi spanic whites were 48% of the tractos j
the typical non-Hispanic black and 37% for the typical Hispanic.

Asian Americans are less segregated than other groups under another ofterused measure of
residential segregationd the dissimilarity index, which captures the degree to which a
population is unevenly spread among census tracts of a metropolitan area. It ranges between 0
and 1, with higher values revealing that a group is more highly concentrated, or segregated. In
2010, Asian-white dissimilarity was 0.41, compared with 0.59 for black -white dissimilarity and
0.48 for Hispanic -white dissimilarity. 34

Looking at change from 1980 to 2010, the Asian-American population is at least as segreyated
today as it was three decades ago, although the level of segregation between those years varies
depending on the measure useds3®

I n 2010, 11% of Asian Americans |lived in a census
residents were Asian, thesame share as in 1980. By comparison, in 2010, 43% of Hispanics

lived in a majority -Hispanic tract, compared with 34% in 1980. Both groups grew rapidly

during this period.

The black population grew more slowly, and African Americans are markedly less likely to live
in majority black census tracts in 2010 (41%) than in 1980 (56%). Non-Hispanic whites are
also less likely to reside in majority white tracts in 2010 (90%) than in 1980 (96%).

34 Logan, John R., and Brian J. Stults. 2011. ifiThe Persistence of Segregation in the Metropolis: New
C e n s uGensiis Brief prepared for Project US2010. March. In the data cited from this report, Asian Americans include single -race

Pacific Islanders.

3% |celand, John, Daniel H. Weinberg, and Erika Steinmetz. 2002. iRaci al and Ethnic Residential Segregation i

1980 -200 0. &Vashington, D.C.: US Census Bureau, May.
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U.S. Immigration Laws and Asian Americans

Although Asian Americans have immigrated to the U.S. since at least the mid -1800s, it was not until 60 years
ago that foreign -born Asian Americans were permitted to become U.S. citizens (those born in the U.S. were

granted birthright citizenship by a Supreme Court ruling in 1898). In addition, immigration from Asia was
severely restricted for many years as a result of many state and national laws that had the effect of limiting

immigration and naturalization. For example, some states prohibited non -citizen Asians from own  ing land,
barred Asians from marrying whites or imposed extra taxes on non -citizen Asians.

Among the major laws, court cases and other government actions affecting immigration or immigrants from
Asia:

1 1790: Naturalization Act, which limited citizenship t o fifree white persons. o
1  1882: Chinese Exclusion Act, which barred Chinese immigrants for 10 years (later extended). This
law also prohibited Chinese immigrants from naturalizing. Provisions repealed in 1943.
T 1907: Gentl emends Agr ee me n theU.$. agreedhtd sopissdaacp af passpantsifor
new Japanese laborers to come to the U.S., but the U.S. allowed immigration of family members of
Japanese residents already in the country.
1 1917: Immigration Act, which barred immigration from most countrie s in Asia.
1  1923: A U.S. Supreme Court ruling, which said Indians from Asia were not white, reversing previous
court decisions allowing them to become citizens.
1 1924: National Origins Act, which extended earlier prohibitions on Asian immigration but exempte d
Filipinos, who lived in an American territory.
1 1942: A presidential order during World War Il that allowed the secretary of war to remove Japanese
Americans from certain areas; eventually, 120,000 were interned in camps.
Al 1945: The War Brides Act, which a llowed the entry, with no quotas, of foreign -born women married
to U.S. servicemen.
1  1952: McCarran -Walter Immigration and Naturalization Act, which allowed Asian Americans to
become naturalized U.S. citizens.
1 1965: Immigration and Nationality Act, which o pened the doors for new immigration from Asia.
Spouses, children under 21 and parents of U.S. citizens could be admitted without quotas. The law
allowed up to 20,000 immigrants per country and 170,000 from the Eastern Hemisphere; family
members and some ca tegories of skilled workers were favored.
1 1980: Refugee Act, which redefined refugees more broadly, thus granting asylum to boat people
escaping Vietnam.
1 1990: Immigration Act, which increased the ceiling on new immigrant visas, especially for family
memb ers of U.S. citizens and for skilled foreigners requested by U.S. employers.

Much of the information in this box, as well as the history throughout this chapter, is drawn from the

foll owing: Fong, Timothy R., 2008. #AThe @e Bdyandipedviodelr y Asi a
Mi nority.o Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall;
Shore: A History of Asian Americans. o0 Updated and revised
Brown and Company;an d Xi e, Yu and Kimberly A. Goyette, 2004. AA O
Americans. 0o Washington, D.C.: Population Reference Bureau
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[l. Characteristics of Major Asian - American Subgroups

Chinese Americans

History

Chinese were among the first ¢y 5 acteristics of U.S. Chinese Adults , 2010
Asian immigrants to the

. ] . % (unless otherwise noted)
United States. The California

U.S. u.s. U.S.

gold rush that began in 1848 Total Asians  Chinese
attracted Chinese merchants ~ Foreign born 158 741 6.2
and sailors initially, and citizen o1 696 087
) _y’ ) Median age  (in years) 45 41 43
larger scale immigration Married 51.4 59.0 59.2
began in 1852 when 52,000 Fertility (women ages 18 -44)
Chinese arrived. Chinese Had a birth in the past 12 months 7.1 6.8 5.8
workforce for the CoII(?ge educated (ages 25+). 28.2 49.0 511
. Median annual personal earnings
construction of the Central Full-time, year -round workers $40.000  $48.000  $50,000
Pacific Railroad. Household annual income
Median $49,800  $66,000  $65,050
. Average household size ersons
As early as 1870, Chinese 9 _ (persons) 2.6 3.1 2.9
0 . Homeownership rate 65.4 58.1 61.9
were 9% of Cal '|nfpo$br{y ni aods 128 11.9 137
population and 25% of its Language
workforce. (The first Asian Speaks English very well 90.4 63.5 51.9
. Speaks English less th Il 9.6 36.5 48.1
response category in the peais English fess than very we
. Region of  residence
decennial censug Northeast 18.3 20.1 27.4
i Chi revasadded in Midwest 21.6 11.3 8.8
California in 1860, and in South 3r.0 2L5 15.1
. West 23.0 47.1 48.7
other states the following
Note: Unmarried women include those who are divorced, separated , widowed or
decade-) Most were young never married. A Speaks chdeg thoss who speak gnly Bnglisiad i r
. . home. U.S. Asians and U.S. Chinese include mixed -race and mixed -group
Smgle men who intended to population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.
work a few years and then Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American Community Survey,

i Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files
return to China. Those who

stayed seldom married
because of laws severely
limiting the immigration of Chinese women and prohibiting intermarriage with white women.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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As gold became harder to find and railroad construction was completed, animosity toward the
Chinese and other foreigners increased. After being forcibly driven from the gold mines, most
Chinese settled in enclaves in cities, mainly San Francisco, and took up low-wage labor.

Often brought in to factories after white workers went on strike over labor practices, Chinese
workers were blamed by labor leaders for the depressed wage levels in the 1870s and were a
frequent target of hatred and racial violence. A succession of laws, including the 1882 Chinese
Exclusion Act, prohibited Chinese people from naturalizing or immigrating.

The Chinese population reached its 19th-century peak in 1890 at about 107,000 people.
Because of ani-Chinese laws, the highly imbalanced maleto-female ratio and the thousands of
immigrants returning to China, the Chinese population in the U.S. fell to less than 50,000 in
1920.36

Later on, immigration of all Asians, except Filipinos who were residents of a U.S. territory at
that time, was prohibited by immigration laws, including the 1917 Immigration Act and the
National Origins Act of 1924.

Large-scale immigration of Chinese started again after 1965, following passage of the landmark
Immigration and Na tionality Act. Many Chinese came as students and later obtained
permanent resident visas. In contrast to earlier waves of immigrants, those of the past four
decades are more likely to include educated professionals.

In 2010, an estimated 3 million adult Chinese Americanswere in the U.S., according to the
Census Bureauds American Community Survey. Chines
among Asian Americans and represent about 24% of the adult Asian population in the U.S.

Characteristics (2010 ACS)

1 Nativity and citizenship. Three-quarters (76%) of adult Chinese Americans in the
United States are foreign born, similar to the share among all Asian adults (74%) and
higher than the 16% share of all U.S. adults. The majority of Chinese adults are U.S.
citizens (69%), similar to the share among the adult Asian population (70%) but lower
than the national share (91%).

% Gibson, Campbell, and Kay Jung. 2006. AHi storical Census St a-BorrsRopulaten of the UnitedeStates: r e 1850
t o 2 0 ®vashiagton, D.C.: U.S. Census Bureau, February.
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9 Language. More than half of Chinese Americans (52%) speak English proficiently,3’
compared with 63% of Asian Americans in general and 90% ofthe U.S. population
overall.

1 Age. The median age of adult Chinese Americans is 43, slightly higher than among
adult Asian Americans (41) and slightly lower than the national median (45).

1 Marital status . Nearly six-in-ten (59%) adult Chinese Americansare married, a share
eqgual to that among Asian Americans overall and higher than the national share (51%).

1 Fertility. The share ofChinese-American women ages 18 to44 who gave birth in the 12
months before the 2010 ACS was 5.8%; this is lower than the conparable share among
Asian-American women overall (6.8%) and the national share (7.1%).About 11% of
Chinese-American women who gave birth in the previous 12 months were unmarried,
slightly lower than among all Asian -American women (15%) and much lower thanthe
national share (37%).

1 Educational attainment. Among Chinese Americans ages 25 and older, more than half
(51%) have obtained at | east a bacimdrican 6s degr
share (49%) and much higher than the national share (28%).

1 Income. Median annual personal earnings for Chinese-American full -time, year-round
workers are $50,000, higher than for Asian Americans overall ($48,000) and for U.S.
adults overall ($40,000). For households, the Chinese median annual income
($65,050) is somewhat lower than that for all Asians ($66,000) but higher than that
among U.S. households overall ($49,800).

1 Homeownership. More than six-in-ten Chinese Americans (62%) own a home,
compared with 58% of Asian Americans overall and 65% of the U.S. pgulation overall.

1 Poverty status. The share of adult Chinese Americans who live in poverty is 14%,
slightly higher than the rate for all Asian Americans (12%) and the national rate (13%).

1 Regional dispersion. Nearly half of adult Chinese Americans (49%) live in the West,
compared with 47% of Asian Americans and 23% ofthe U.S. population overall.

37 Adults ages 18 and older who report speaking only English at home or speaking English very well.
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Attitudes

Here are a few key findingsfrom the 2012 Asian-American survey about Chinese Americans
compared with other major U.S. Asian groups:

1 Compared with other U.S. Asian groups, Chinese Americans are among the most likely
to say discrimination against people from their country of origin is a major (16%) or
minor (56%) problem. A quarter (24%) say discrimination is not a problem.

1 Chinese Americans are lessupbeat than most other U.S. Asian groups about their
relationships with other major racial and ethnic groups. Only about two-in-ten say
Chinese Americans and whites get along very well And even fewer say Chinese
Americans get along very well with blacks or Hispanics.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Filipino Americans

History

Filipino immigration to the
U.S. began after the United  Characteristics of U.S. Filipino Adults , 2010
States acquired the

Philippines in 1898 as a

% (unless otherwise noted)

U.S. u.s. U.S.
result of the Spanish- Total Asians Filipinos
. Foreign born 15.8 74.1 69.1
American War. A large ored
L Citizen 91.4 69.6 77.4
number of FI|IpIﬂOS went Median age (in years) 45 41 43
directly to Hawaii to work Married 51.4 59.0 56.3
on plantations before Fertility (women ages 18 -44)
coming to the U.S Had a birth in the past 12 months 7.1 6.8 6.5
inland. 38 Of these, % unmarried 37.1 14.6 26.5
mainiand. College educated (ages 25+) 28.2 49.0 47.0
Median annual personal earnings
Filipinos were the only Full-time, year -round workers $40,000 $48,000 $43,000
Asian group who lived on Household annual income
A . territ d Median $49,800  $66,000 $75,000
merican terriory an Average household size (persons) 2.6 3.1 3.4
were therefore exempted Homeownership rate 65.4 58.1 61.8
from the 1917 and 1924 In poverty 12.8 11.9 6.2
laws that prohibited Asian Language
. . fi to th ¢ Speaks English  very well 90.4 63.5 77.7
Immig ration to the country. Speaks English less than very well 9.6 36.5 22.3
FlllpInOS began tO move '[O Region of residence
the U.S. mainland following Northeast 18.3 20.1 9.7
the passage of the Midwest 21.6 11.3 8.6
. . . | h South 37.0 21.5 15.8
immigration law that West 23.0 471 65.9
eXCIUded Other ASIanS’ Note: Unmarried women include those who are divorced, separated , widowed or
id i H never married. ASpeaks chdeg thoss who speak gnly Bnglisiad i n
amld IncreaSIng need for home. U.S. Asians and U.S. Filipinos include mixed -race and mixed -group
agricultural and SerViCE population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American Community Survey,
Yy y y
Iabor. Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files
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However, severe limits
were placed on Filipino
immigratio n when the Philippines was established as a commonwealth of the U.S. in 1934. The
Filipino population in the U.S. dropped from about 108,000 to 98,000 in the decade that

% According to Fong (2008), more than 28,000 Filipinos were actively recruited to work on sugar plantations in Hawaii between
1907 and 1919.
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followed. The Philippines became an independent nation in 1946. After passage of the 65
Immigration and Nationality Act, many Filipinos came to the U.S. to escape the Ferdinand
Marcos regime and find more opportunities for employment.

In 2010, an estimated 2.3 million adult Filipino Americans lived in the U.S ., according to the
CensusBu eauds American Communi ty Sdargesegyoupamony i pi nos
Asian Americans and represent about 18% of the adult Asian population in the U.S.

Characteristics (2010 ACS)

1 Nativity and citizenship. Nearly severrin-ten (69%) adult Filipino Americans in the
United States are foreign born, compared with about 74% of adult Asian Americans and
16% of the overall adult U.S. population. Three-quarters of Filipino adults are U.S.
citizens (77%), higher than the share among all Asian adults (70%) lut lower than the
national share (91%).

1 Language. More than three-quarters of Filipino Americans (78%) speak English
proficiently, 3° compared with 63% of Asian Americans overall and 90% of the U.S.
population overall.

1 Age. The median age of adult Filipino Americans is 43, slightly higher than for adult
Asian Americans (41) and slightly lower than the national median age (45).

1 Marital status. More than half of adult Filipino Americans (56%) are married, a share
slightly lower than that among Asian America ns overall (59%), but higher than the
national share (51%).

9 Fertility. The share ofFilipino -American women ages 18 to44 who gave birth in the 12
months prior to the 2010 American Community Survey was 6.5%; this is similar to the
comparable share among Asan-American women overall (6.8%) and lower than the
national share (7.1%).About 27% of Filipino -American women who gave birth in the
previous 12 months were unmarried, nearly double the share for all Asian-American
women (15%) but lower than the national share (37%).

9 Educational attainment. Among Filipino Americans ages 25 and older, close to half
(47%) have obtained at | east a bachel erds degr
American share (49%) but much higher than the national share (28%).

3% Adults ages 18 and older who report speaking only English at home or speaking English very well.
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1 Income. Median annual personal earnings for Filipino -American full -time, year-round
workers are $43,000, lower than for all Asian Americans in general ($48,000) but
higher than for U.S. adults overall ($40,000). Among households, median annual
income for Filipinos is $75,000, higher than for all Asians ($66,000) and all U.S.
households ($49,800).

1 Homeownership. More than six-in-ten Filipino Americans (62%) own a home,
compared with 58% of all Asian Americans and 65% of the U.S. population overall.

1 Poverty status. The share of adult Filipino Americans who live in poverty is 6%, lower
than the rate for Asian Americans in general (12%) and the national rate (13%).

1 Regional dispersion. A majority of adult Filipino Americans (66%) live in the West,
compared with 47% of Asian Americans and 23% of the U.S. population overall.

Attitudes

Here are a few key findings from the 2012 Asian-American survey about Filipino Americans
compared with other major U.S. Asian groups:

1 Filipino Americans stand out among U.S. Asian groups for their low levels of social
trust: 73% say you candédt be too careful i n dee
people can be trusted.

1 Compared with most other U.S. Asian groups, Filipino Americans have a more positive
view of the job parents from their country of origin are doing raising their children.
Roughly six-in-ten (64%) say parents who share their Filipino heritage put about the
right amount of pressure on their children to do well in school; 22% say Filipino
American parents put too much pressure on their children;and 13 % say t hey dol
enough pressure on children.

www. pewsocialtrends .org



Indian Americans

History

The arrival of more than
6,000 Indians from Asia
between 1904 and 1911,
mainly to work as
farmhands, marked the
first major influx of this
population into the United
States Indians from Asia in
the U.S. were first classified
in court decisions of 1910
and 1913 as Caucasians,
and therefore could become
citizens as well as
intermarry with U.S. -born
whites. However, the
decisions were reversed by
the Supreme Court in 1923,
when Indians from Asia
were legally classified as
non-white and therefore
ineligible for citizenship.

That court decision
prevented Indian

imm igrants from
naturalizing. New
immigration from India
already had been
prohibited by a 1917 law.
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Characteristics of U.S. Indian Adults , 2010
% (unless otherwise noted)
U.S. U.S. U.S.
Total Asians Indians

Foreign born 15.8 74.1 87.2
Citizen 914 69.6 56.2
Median age (in years) 45 41 37
Married 51.4 59.0 70.9
Fertility (women ages 18 -44)

Had a birth in the past 12 months 7.1 6.8 8.4

Of these, % unmarried 37.1 14.6 2.3

College educated (ages 25+) 28.2 49.0 70.0
Median annual personal earnings

Full-time, year -round workers $40,000 $48,000 $65,000
Household annual income

Median $49,800  $66,000  $88,000
Average household size (persons) 26 3.1 3.1
Homeownership rate 65.4 58.1 56.7
In poverty 12.8 11.9 9.0
Language

Speaks English very well 90.4 63.5 76.2

Speaks English less than very well 9.6 36.5 23.8
Region of residence

Northeast 18.3 20.1 311

Midwest 21.6 11.3 16.8

South 37.0 21.5 28.5

West 23.0 47.1 235
Note: Unmarried women include those who are divorced, separated , widowed or

never married. ASpeaks chdeg thoss who speak gnly Bnglisiad i n
-race and mixed -group

home. U.S. Asians and U.S. Indians  include mixed
population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American Community Survey,

Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

The restrictions were lifted after passage of comprehensive immigration legislation in 1965.
Since then, a large influx of highly educated professionals from India hasimmigrated to the

U.S. for skilled employment.
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In 2010, an estimated 2.2 million adult Indian Americans lived in the U.S ., according to the
Census Bureauds Ameri can Commu rldargesggrdbpuamongy . | ndi an
Asian Americans and represent about 17% of the U.S. adult Asian population.

Characteristics (2010 ACS)

9 Nativity and citizenship. Nearly nine-in-ten (87%) adult Indian Americans in the
United States are foreign born, compared with about 74% of adult Asian Americans and
16% ofthe adult U.S. population overall. More than half of Indian -American adults are
U.S. citizens (56%), lower than the share among overall adult Asian population (70%)
as well as the national share (91%).

1 Language. More than three-quarters of Indian Americ ans (76%) speak English
proficiently, 40 compared with 63% of all Asian Americans and 90% of the U.S.
population overall.

1 Age. The median age of adult Indian Americans is 37, lower than for adult Asian
Americans (41) and the national median (45).

1 Marita | status. More than seven-in-ten (71%) adult Indian Americans are married, a
share significantly higher than for all Asian Americans (59%) and for the nation (51%).

9 Fertility. The share d Indian -American women ages 18 to44 who gave birth in the 12
months prior to the 2010 American Community Survey was 8.4%, higher than the
comparable share for Asian-rAmerican women overall (6.8%) and the national share
(7.1%).The share of these mothers who were unmarried was much lower among Indian
Americans (2.3%) than among all Asian Americans (15%) and the population overall
(37%).

1 Educational attainment. Among Indian Americans ages 25 and older, sevenin-ten
(70%)have obtained at | east a bacheloerds degr ee;
American share (49%) and much higher than the national share (28%).

1 Income. Median annual personal earnings for Indian -American full -time, year-round
workers are $65,000, significantly higher than for all Asian Americans ($48,000) as
well as for all U.S. adults ($40,000). Among households, the median annual income for
Indians is $88,000, much higher than for all Asians ($66,000) and all U.S. households
($49,800).

40 Adults ages 18 and older who report speaking only English at home or speaking English very well.
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1 Homeownership. More than half of Indian Americans (57%) own a home, compared
with 58% of Asian Americans overall and 65% of the U.S. population overall.

1 Poverty status. The share of adult Indian Americans who live in poverty is 9%, lower
than the rate for all Asian Americans (12%) as well as the nationalrate (13%).

1 Regional dispersion. Indian Americans are more evenly spread out than other Asian
Americans. About 24% of adult Indian Americans live in the West, compared with 47%
of Asian Americans and 23% of the U.S. population overall. More than three-in-ten
(31%) Indian Americans live in the Northeast, 29% live in the South, and the rest (17®6)
live in the Midwest.

Attitudes

Here are a few key findings from the 2012 Asian-American survey about Indian Americans
compared with other major U.S. Asian groups:

1 Indian Americans stand out from most other U.S. Asian groups in th e personal
importance they place on parenting; 78% of Indian Americans say being a good parent
is one of the most important things to them personally.

1 Indian Americans are among the most likely to say that the strength of family ties is
better in their co untry of origin (69%) than in the U.S. (8%).

1 Compared with other U.S. Asian groups, Indian Americans are the most likely to
identify with the Democratic Party; 65% are Democrats or lean to the Democrats, 18%
are Republican or lean to the Republicans.And 65% of Indian Americans approve of
President Obama 6 swhile 22b6 dipapproeo r ma n c e,
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Vietnamese Americans

History

Vietnamese immigration to
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the U.S. is largely a result of Characteristics of U.S. Vietnamese Adults , 2010
U.S. involvement in the % (unless otherwise noted)
Vietnam War. During and TU'tSi AU_-S- Viet u.s.
ota sians ietnamese
after that war, Vietnamese Foreign born 15.8 74.1 83.7
and other Southeast Asian Citizen 91.4 69.6 795
refugees fled the threat of Median age  (in years) 45 al al
" . Married 51.4 59.0 57.0
political persecution and N
hvsical d in thei Fertility (women ages 18 -44)
| nger in Ir
physical da _ge € Had a birth in the past 12 months 7.1 6.8 6.6
home countries and were Of these, % unmarried 371 146 12.4
resettled in the U.S. as part  College educated (ages 25+) 28.2 49.0 25.8
of an international Median annual personal earnings
resettlement effort Full-time, year -round workers $40,000  $48,000 $35,000
) Household annual income
Median $49,800  $66,000 $53,400
Vietnamese immigration to Average household size (persons) 26 31 3.6
the U.S. can be divided into Homeownership rate 65.4 58.1 63.5
- In povert 12.8 11.9 14.7
four distinct waves. The povery
. . Language
first left in the early and Speaks English very well 90.4 63.5 40.5
mid-1970s, including about Speaks English less than very well 9.6 36.5 59.5
130,000 refugees evacuated Region ofresidence
Northeast 18.3 20.1 101
to the U.S. as a result of the Midwest 16 113 64
fall of Saigon in 1975. Some South 37.0 215 32.0
were airlifted out in U.S. West 23.0 471 49.4
mllltar y heliCOpterS, Most Note: Unmarried women include those who are divorced, separated , widowed or

never married. A Speaks chdeg thoss who speak gnly Bnglisiad i n
home. U.S. Asians and U.S. Vietnamese include mixed -race and mixed -group
population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.

could speak some English,
came from urban areas and
were economically better
off than the population as a
whole. The second wave of
Vietnamese refugees, who left the country in the late 1970s, was larger, less educated and
poorer than the first wave, often leaving without capital or possessions. Many fled by boat and
spent months or years in refugee camps before being resettled in the U.S. under sponsorship of
churches, social agencies or families.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American Community Survey,
Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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The third wave of Viethamese immigrants entered the U.S. after 1980, many under a formal
immigration process that resulted from an agreement between Vietnam and the U.S. The
fourth wave, which dates from the mid -1990s, includes a growing number of immigrants who
arrive under family unificatio n visasd the result of an established community in the U.S.

In 2010, an estimated 1.31 million adult Viethamese Americanswere in the U.S., according to

the Census Bureaubs American Community Survey. Vi
largest group among Asian Americans and represent about 10% of the adult AsiarAmerican

population in the U.S.

Characteristics (2010 ACS)

1 Nativity and citizenship. More than eight-in-ten (84%) adult Viethamese Americans in
the United States are foreign born, compared with about 74% adult Asian Americans
and 16% of the adult U.S. population overall. A majority of Vietnamese adults are U.S.
citizens (80%), higher than the share among the overall adult Asian population (70%)
and lower than the national share (91%).

1 Language. Less than half of Viethamese Americans @41%) speak English proficiently,4!
compared with 63% of all Asian Americans and 90% of the U.S. population overall.

1 Age. The median age of adult Viethamese Americans is 41, the same as for adult Asian
Americans (41) and lower than the national median (45).

1 Marital status . More than half (57%) of adult Viethamese Americans are married, a
share slightly lower than for Asian Americans overall (59%), but higher than for the
nation (51%).

9 Fertility. The share of Viethamese-American women ages 18 to44 who gave birth in
the 12 months before the American Community Survey was 6.6%; this is similar to the
comparable share for Asian-rAmerican women overall (6.8%) and lower than the
national share (7.1%).About 12% of Vienamese-American women who gave birth in
the previous 12 months were unmarried, a lower share than for all comparable Asian
American women (15%) and for all comparable women (37%).

1 Educational attainment. Among Viethamese Americans ages 25 and older, aboua
guarter (26%) have obtained at | east a bachel c
the Asian-American share (49%) and slightly lower than the national share (28%).

41 Adults ages 18 and older who report speaking only English at home or speaking English very well.

www. pewsocialtrends .org



49
PEW SOCIAL & DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

1 Income. Median annual personal earnings for Viethamese-American full -time, year-
round workers are $35,000, lower than the median earnings for all Asian Americans
($48,000) and all U.S. adults ($40,000). Among households, the median annual
income for Vietnamese Americans is $53,400, lower than for all Asian Americans
($66,000) but hig her than for all U.S. households ($49,800).

1 Homeownership. More than six-in-ten Vietnamese Americans (63%) own a home,
compared with 58% of all Asian Americans and 65% of the U.S. population overall.

1 Poverty status. The share of adult Viethamese Americanwho live in poverty is 15%,
higher than the rate for Asian Americans in general (12%) as well as the national rate
(13%).

1 Regional dispersion. Nearly half of adult Viethamese Americans (49%) live in the West,
compared with 47% of Asian Americans and 23% ofthe U.S. population overall.

Attitudes

Here are a few key findings from the 2012 Asian-American survey about Viethamese
Americans compared with other major U.S. Asian groups:

1 Compared with other U.S. Asian groups, Vietnamese Americans are especiallyikely to
see conditions in the U.S. as better than in their country of origin. More than nine-in-
ten (94%) of Viethamese Americans say the opportunity to get ahead is better in the
U.S. than in Vietnam; 87% say the freedom to g
U.S.; 86% say treatment of the poor is better in the U.S; and 84% say conditions for
raising children are better in the U.S.

1 Among the U.S. Asian groups, Viethamese Americans are the most upbeat about their
chil dr enduly48%eéxpecte bei r chil drend®besmueghbndard of |
better than theirs is, when their children reach a comparable age.

I Vietnamese Americans are the most likely among U.S. Asian groups to believe in the
value of hard work. More than eight-in-ten (83%) agree that most people can get ahead
if they work hard, while only 15% say hard work and determination are no guarantee of
success for most people.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Early Korean immigrants mostly began their journey to the U.S. in Hawaii. Between 1903 and

1905, more than 7,000 Koreans were recruited for plantation labor work there. Korean

immigrants, about 40% of
whom were Christians,

built many churches in Characteristics of U.S. Korean Adults , 2010
Hawaii. % (unless otherwise noted)
U.S. U.S. U.S.
. . . Total Asians Koreans
Kor.ean immigration to the Foreign born 158 741 285
mainland U.S. was sparse Citizen 914 69.6 673
through World War Il. The Median age  (in years) 45 41 40
arrivals included about a Married 514 59.0 55.7
thousand workers who Fertility (women ages 18 -44)
.. Had a birth in the past 12 months 7.1 6.8 5.2
came from Hawaii, about a _
] Of these, % unmarried 37.1 14.6 9.3
hundred Korean mail -order College educated (ages 25+) 28.2 49.0 52.6
fi P icture br i densedananduil pdrsonal earnings
perhaps 900 students, Full-time, year -round workers $40,000 $48,000 $45,000
Household annual income
many of whom fled because _
. i Median $49,800  $66,000  $50,000
of their op posmon to the Average household size (persons) 26 3.1 26
Japanese annexation of Homeownership rate 65.4 58.1 48.1
their nation in 1910. In poverty 128 119 15.1
Language
. Speaks English very well 90.4 63.5 54.0
A relatlvely small number Speaks English less than very well 9.6 36.5 46.0
of Koreans arrived in the Region of residence
US in mid_century as Northeast 18.3 20.1 21.3
. . Midwest 21.6 11.3 11.3
brides of service members o
. South 37.0 21.5 22.8
in the Korean War, orphans West 23.0 471 446

adoptEd by US COUples, or Note: Unmarried women include those who are divorced, separated , widowed or
professionals and StUdentS. never married. ASpeaks chdeg thoss who speak gnly Bnglisiad i n

home. U.S. Asians and U.S. Koreans include mixed -race and mixed -group
The majority Of the present population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.

Korean population in the

U.S. came after the 1965

Source: Pew Research  Center analysis of 2010 American Community Survey,
Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

immigration act was
implemented. Educational
attainment increased in Korea in the 1960s and 1970s, but few job opportunities for skilled
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workers were available. Skilled professionals moved to U.S. and many other countries. Some
immigrants founded small businesses; Koreans have the highest sefemployment rate among
U.S. Asian groups.

In 2010, an estimated 1.26 million adult Koreans Americans were in the U.S., according to the
CensusBureu 6s American Community Slargestgrpup ankongr e an s
Asian Americans and represent about 10% of the adul Asian population in the U.S.

Characteristics (2010 ACS)

T

Nativity and citizenship. Nearly eight-in-ten (79%) adult Korean Americans in the
United States are foreign born, compared with 74% of adult Asian Americans and 16%
of adults in the U.S. A majority of Korean adults are U.S. citizens (67%), lower than the
share among overall adult Asian population (70%) and the national share (91%).

Language. Slightly more than half of Korean Americans (54%) speak English
proficiently, 42 compared with 63% of all Asian Americans and 90% of the U.S.
population overall.

Age. The median age of adult Korean Americans is 40, similar to that of all adult Asian
Americans (41) and lower than the national median (45).

Marital status . More than half of adult Korean Americans (56%) are married, a share
slightly lower than for all Asian Americans (59%) but higher than the national share
(51%).

Fertilit y. The share d Korean-American women ages 18 to44 who gave birth in the 12
months before the 2010 American Community Survey was 5.2%, lower than the
comparable share among AsianAmerican women overall (6.8%) and the national share
(7.1%).About 9% of Korean-American women who gave birth in the previous 12
months were unmarried, a share lower than for all comparable Asian-American women
(15%) and all comparable U.S. women (37%).

Educational attainment. Among Korean Americans ages 25 and older, more thanhalf
(53%) have obtained at | east a bachel or ds
American share (49%) as well as the national share (28%).

42 Adults ages 18 and older who report speaking only English at home or spea king English very well.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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1 Income. Median annual personal earnings for Korean-American full -time, year-round
workers are $45,000, lower than for all Asian Americans ($48,000) but higher than for
all U.S. adults ($40,000). Among households, the median annual income for Koreans
is $50,000, lower than for all Asians ($66,000) but slightly higher than for the U.S.
population ($49,800).

1 Homeownership. Close to half of Korean Americans (48%) own a home, compared with
58% of all Asian Americans and 65% of the U.S. population overall.

1 Poverty status. The share of adult Korean Americans who live in poverty is 15%, higher
than the poverty rate for Asian Americans in general (12%) as well as the national rate
(13%).

1 Regional dispersion. Mor e than four-in-ten (45%) adult Korean Americans live in the
West, compared with 47% of Asian Americans and 23% of the U.S. population overall.

Attitudes

Here are a few key findings from the 2012 AsianAmerican survey about Korean Americans
compared with other major U.S. Asian groups:

1 Across U.S. Asian groups, KoreanAmericans seem to be more strongly connected to
their intra -ethnic communities. They are the most likely to say that all or most of their
friends share the same ethnic heritage (58%).

1 Compared with other U.S. Asian groups, Korean Americans are among the nost likely
to say that it is very important to them that future generations of Koreans living in the
U.S. speak their ancestral language (62%).

1 Korean Americans are more likely than U.S. Asians from other groups to say that
parents from their country of origin put too much academic pressure on their children
(60%); only 30% say Korean American parents put the right amount of pressure on
their children ; and 5% say they do not put enough pressure on children.

1 Korean Americans stand out for their negativevie ws on t heir groupds r el
bl acks. Fully half say these two groups donot
along pretty well and just 4% say they get along very well.

www. pewsocialtrends .org



Japanese Americans

History

Japanese immigrants first
came to Hawaii in the 19th
century and became
plantation workers; they
did not come in large
numbers to the United
States until the 1890s. After
the Chinese Exclusion Act
of 1882, Japanese
immigrants were sought by
industrialists to replace
Chinese immigrants who
were barred from entry. In
1890, only about 2,000
Japanese lived on the U.S.
mainland, but by 1910, the
Japanese American
population of more than
72,000 exceeded the
number of Chinese
Americans.

In contrast to its policy
toward Chinese

immig rants, the U.S.
government allowed
immigration of Japanese
women (as spouses) into
the U.S., because of the
ifGent|l emends
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Characteristics of U.S. Japanese Adults ,201 0
% (unless otherwise noted)
U.S. U.S. U.S.
Total Asians Japanese
Foreign born 15.8 74.1 31.8
Citizen 91.4 69.6 78.6
Median age (in years) 45 41 a7
Married 514 59.0 52.7
Fertility (women ages 18 -44)
Had a birth in the past 12 months 7.1 6.8 6.0
Of these, % unmarried 37.1 14.6 20.3
College educated (ages 25+) 28.2 49.0 46.1
Median annual personal earnings
Full-time, year -round workers $40,000 $48,000 $54,000
Household annual income
Median $49,800  $66,000 $65,390
Average household size (persons) 26 3.1 2.4
Homeownership rate 65.4 58.1 63.8
In poverty 12.8 119 8.3
Language
Speaks English very well 904 63.5 81.8
Speaks English less than very well 9.6 36.5 18.2
Region of residence
Northeast 18.3 20.1 8.6
Midwest 21.6 11.3 8.0
South 37.0 215 12.2
West 23.0 47.1 71.1

Note: Unmarried women include those who
never married.
home. U.S. Asians
population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.

ASpeaks
and U.S. Japanese include mixed

are divorced, separated
cligeg those who speak gnly BrglisHad i n
-race and mixed

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American Community Survey,
Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

, widowed or

-group

Agreemento

between President Theodore Roosevelt and the Japanese government in 1907. This allowed
many Japanese Americans to start famiies and establish stable communities.
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After Japanb6s attack of Pear!| Har bor in December
war against Japan and entry into World War 11, the FBI arrested thousands of Japanese

Americans who were considered potential security threats. An estimated 120,000 Japanese

Americans were relocated and placed in internment camps by the U.S. government. In many

cases, interned JapaneseAmerican families lost their land.

Japanese Americans were the largest AsiarAmerican group from 1910 to 1960. Unlike other
Asian immigrant groups during those years, much of the population lived in family groups so
grew through births. Relatively few Japanese entered the U.S. after the major overhaul of
immigration laws in 1965, in part because there were fewer factors (such as lack of jobs in their
home country) to push them out.

In 2010, an estimated 900,000 adult Japanese Americans were in the U.S., according to the
Census Bureauds American Community S-lamgesty. Japane
Asian-American group and represent about 7% of the adult Asian population in the U.S.

Characteristics (2010 ACS)

9 Nativity and citizenship. Nearly a third (32%) of adult Japanese Americans in the
United States are foreign born, compared with 74% of adult Asian Americans and 16%
of the adult U.S. population overall. A majority of Japanese adults are U.S. citizens
(79%), higher than the share among overall adult Asian population (70%) and lower
than the national share (91%).

1 Language. A substantial majority of Japanese Americans (82%) speak English
proficiently, 4 compared with 63% of all Asian Americans and 90% of the U.S.
population overall.

1 Age. The median age of adult Japanese Americans is 47, higher than for all adult Asian
Americans (41) and the national median (45).

1 Marital status . Slightly more than half of adult Japanese Americans (53%) are married,
a share lower than for all Asian Americans (59%) but slightly higher than for the nation
(51%).

4 Adults ages 18 and older who report speaking only English at home or speaking English very well.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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91 Fertility. The share ofJapanese American women ages 18 to44 who gave birth in the
12 months prior to the American Community Survey was 6.0%; this is lower than the
comparable share among AsianAmerican women overall (6.8%) and the national share
(7.1%).About 20% of Japanese American women who gave birth in the previous 12
months were unmarried, a higher share than for all comparable Asian-American
women (15%) but lower than the national share (37%).

9 Educational attainment. Among JapaneseAmericans ages 25 and older, more than

four-in-t en (46 %) have obtained at | east a bachelo
the Asian-American share (49%) and significantly higher than the national share
(28%).

1 Income. Median annual personal earnings for Japanese- American full -time, year-
round workers are $54,000, higher than for all Asian Americans ($48,000) and for all
U.S. adults ($40,000). Among households, the median annual income for Japanese
Americans is $65,390, slightly lower than for all Asian -American households
($66,000) but higher than for all U.S. households ($49,800).

1 Homeownership. More than six-in-ten Japanese Americans (64%) own a home,
compared with 58% of all Asian Americans and 65% of the U.S. population overall.

1 Poverty status. The shareof adult Japanese Americans who live in poverty is 8%, lower
than the rate for Asian Americans in general (12%) as well as the national rate (13%).

1 Regional dispersion. Japanese Americans are highly concentrated in the Western
states. More than sevenin-ten (71%) adult Japanese Americandive in the West,
compared with 47% of Asian Americans and 23% of the U.S. population overall.

Attitudes

Here are a few key findings from the 2012 Asian-American survey about Japanese Americans
compared with other major U .S. Asian groups

1 Compared with other U.S. Asian groups, Japanese Americans are among the most
comfortable with intergroup marriage : 71% of Japanese Americans say they would be
Avery comfortabled if their child married s ome
group,and6 7% woul d be fAvery comfortaldiaedn i f their
addition, among Asian newlyweds, Japanese Americans have the highest rate of
intermarriage.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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1 Japanese Americans are more accepting of homosexuality than U.S. Asians from rost
other groups; 68% of Japanese Americans say homosexuality should be accepted by
society; 22% say it should be discouraged. They also are among the most supportive of
legal abortion: 68% of Japanese Americans say abortion should be legal in all or most
cases; 20% say it should be illegal in all or most cases.

1 Across U.S. Asian groups, Japanese Americans are among the most likely to say parents
from their own country of origin put about the right amount of pressure on their
children to do well in school. Six-in-ten (60%) Japanese Americans say parents from
their group take the right approach with their children, 25% say they put too much
pressure and 7% say they do not put enough pressure on children to do well in school.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Other Asian Americans

Asian Americans are a

diverse group, and they Characteristics of Other Asian American Adults ,
. . 201
differ in language, culture, 010
and length of residence in % (unless otherwise noted)
the U.S. In addition to the TU'tSi AU_-S- U-i- Other
ota sians sians
six major Asian groups Foreign born 15.8 74.1 70.8
(each with overall Citizen 91.4 69.6 68.5
population more than 1 Median age  (in years) 45 41 37
miIIion) there are Married 51.4 59.0 539
’ th I Fertility (women ages 18 -44)
numer rsm r
U. erous other smafle Had a birth in the past 12 months 7.1 6.8 7.9
Asian groups. Together, Of these, % unmarried 37.1 14.6 23.2
they represent 1.9 million College educated (ages 25+) 28.2 49.0 36.8
adults. Median annual personal earnings
Full-time, year -round workers $40,000 $48,000 $36,600
. Household annual income
Looking at the total Median $49,800  $66,000  $50,400
population, including Average household size (persons) 26 3.1 35
children, the 2010 Census Homeownership rate 65.4 58.1 50.0
" In povert 12.8 11.9 16.6
counted seven additional povery
. Language
Asian groups that each Speaks English very well 90.4 63.5 64.0
include more than 100,000 Speaks English less than very  well 9.6 365 36.0
people. They are Region of residence
. Northeast 18.3 20.1 19.4
Bangladeshis, Burmese, _

] Midwest 21.6 11.3 15.4
Cambodians, Hmong, South 37.0 215 26.3
Laotians, Pakistanis and West 23.0 47.1 38.9
Thais_ (Another group, Note: Unmarried women include those who are divorced, separated , widowed or

. never married. ASpeaks chdeg thoss who speak gnly Brglisiad i n
|nd0neS|anS, numbered home. U.S. Asians and U.S. Other Asians  include mixed -race and mixed -group

population s, regardless of Hispanic origin.

95,000 in the 2010 _ . .
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 Amer ican Community Survey,
Census.) Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Although variation exists
among these subgoups, as a combined population other Asians are somewhat younger and
less well off than other Asian Americans. The share in ppvertyd nearly 17%® is markedly
higher than for all Asians.

Their median age is 37, compared with 41 for all Asian Americans. Their personal earnings,
median household income and homeownership rate are lower than for all Asian Americans;

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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their likelihood of poverty and unemployment is higher. However, their citizenship and
English proficiency rates are similar.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Additional Tables

I. Trend for Overall and Foreign -born Asian Population , 1980 -2010

Asian -American Population by Major Group, 1980 -2010

Numbers in thousandsinless otherwise notgd

1980 1990 2000 2010 % increase
1980 - 2000 -
% % % % 2010 2010

U.S. population 226,862 100 248,108 100 281,422 100 309,350 100 36 10

U.S. Asians 3,602 1.6 6,860 2.8 11,876 4.2 17,246 5.6 379 45

U.S. Asian

groups

Chinese 814 23 1,648 24 2,437 21 3,460 20 325 42

Filipino 802 22 1,417 21 1,870 16 2,515 15 214 35

Indian 396 11 781 11 1,645 14 2,779 16 602 69

Vietnamese 253 7 587 9 1,108 9 1,636 9 546 48

Korean 363 10 796 12 1,076 9 1,438 8 296 34

Japanese 720 20 868 13 794 7 784 5 9 -1

Other Asian 254 7 763 11 1,049 9 1,757 10 592 68

Mixed -group

Asian --- - - - 213 2 354 2 --- 66

Mixed -race

Asian - = - = 1,684 14 2,522 15 - 50

100 100 100 100

Notes: Based on total population, including adults and children. Data for tot al AiU. S. 2080sande2018 idncludermixed -group

and mixed -race counts not available for earlier years. In 1980, the t ot &S ABians@nd fAother Asiand categ

fraction of Pacific Islanders. The six major Asian subgrrace pirgle agrodp t h ¢

Asians. -giMoxgpdAsi and consacé sAsifassngi em t wo or mor e-rAasciea nA ssiuabngor ocuopn

Asians who report at least one other race, some of whom may belong to more than one Asian subgroup. Figures may not add to

100% because of rounding. The 2010 population totals are from the ACS (see source) and differ slightly from 2010 Census total s

used e Isewhere in the report.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of decennial censuses and 2010 American Community Survey, Integrated Public Use
Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Foreign -born Asian -American Population, by Major Group, 1980 -2010

Numbers in thousandginless otherwise notgd

1980 1990 2000 2010 % increase
Foreign % foreign % foreign  Foreign % foreign  Foreign % foreign 1980 - 2000 -
born born Foreign born born born born born born 2010 2010
u.S.
population 14,079 6 19,682 8 31,133 11 39,917 13 184 28
U.S. Asians 2,209 61 4,506 66 7,460 63 10,219 59 363 37
U.S. Asian
groups
Chinese 517 64 1,141 69 1,734 71 2,389 69 362 38
Filipino 514 64 914 65 1,267 68 1,652 66 221 30
Indian 280 71 591 76 1,239 75 1,979 71 608 60
Vietnamese 228 90 471 80 846 76 1,115 68 389 32
Korean 297 82 576 72 840 78 1,073 75 261 28
Japanese 206 29 282 32 314 40 298 38 45 -5
Other Asian 167 67 531 70 701 67 1,140 65 580 63
Mixed -group
Asian - - 101 47 140 40 --- 39
Mixed -race
Asian - - 419 25 432 17 --- 3
Notes: Based on total foreign -born population, including adults and children. Data for totalforeign -bor n AU. S. 2080Gaad s ¢
2010 include mixed -group and mixed -race counts not availa  ble for earlier years. In 1980, the total foreign -b o r h.S.Msian s cand
Aot her Asiand category include a smallsifxr anatjioon Asfi aPaciufbige oluplsarmdar ¢
consist of single -race,single -gr oup Asi an-grofipli Asd anod c onmdeddiass fronfi twesor mogelAsian subgroups;
Aimi xxedce Asianodo consists of all Asthearace, somk af whorm may belongad mole thanite Asiame o

subgroup. Figures may not add to 100% because of rounding.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of decennial censuses and 2010 American Community Survey, Integrated Public Use
Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Il. Education Characteristics of Recent Immigrants

College Education of Recent Immigrants Ages 18 and Older, by Race and
Ethnicity , 2010
%
---- In school  ---- --Notin school ~ --  -- - —eee- College or more - --------
In In college  In grad school
graduate College Grad or college or grad

In college school degree degree degree degree Total
All recent immigrants 10.1 6.1 16.4 10.1 26.5 16.2 42.7
Recent non-Asian immigrants 8.0 3.4 11.8 7.6 19.8 11.0 30.8

All recent immigrants by

race

Asian 13.9 113 25.0 14.7 38.9 26.1 65.0
Hispa nic 3.9 11 7.2 3.6 111 4.7 15.8
White 118 7.6 21.3 178 33.1 25.3 58.4
Black 18.0 3.9 122 4.3 30.2 8.1 38.3

Recent Asian immigrants by

group

Chinese 21.1 18.7 14.3 125 35.3 312 66.5
Filip ino 5.8 1.8 41.8 5.7 47.6 7.5 55.1
Indian 4.4 12.8 34.4 29.6 38.7 42.4 81.1
Vietn amese 22.4 2.0 8.0 2.3 30.4 4.3 34.7
Korean 23.8 15.3 26.9 11.7 50.7 26.9 77.6
Japan ese 16.1 55 33.1 17.6 49.2 23.1 72.3
Other Asian 12.9 7.7 21.4 7.4 34.3 151 49.4
Not e: ARecent i mmi grantso refers to t ho stereewears pdoatotbe stiney date (siece 2067).t he U
AAsi and i ncl-tackarsd mixdd x -@rdup Asian population, regardless of Hispanic origin. Whites and blacks include only non -

Hispanics. Hispanics are of any race.
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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International
Students in the U.S,,
by Top Places of

Origin, 2011

China 157,558
India 103,895
South Korea 73,351
Canada 27,546
Taiwan 24,818
Saudi Arabia 22,704
Japan 21,290
Vietnam 14,888
Mexico 13,713
Turkey 12,184
Other 251,330
Total 723,277

Note: Based on students at U.S.
colleges and universities that grant
associate degrees or  higher.

Source: Institute of International
Education, Open Doors Report on
International Educational Exchange

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Share of Recent Asian Immigrants Ages 25 - 64 with at Least a College
Degree, by Major Group, 1980 -2010

Numbers in thousands (unless otherwise noted)

1980 1990 2000 2010
% with % with % with % with
college college college college
All degree+ All degree+ All degree+ All degree+
Recent
immigrants 1,532 248 1,473 29.7 2,454 345 2,293 40.1
Recent non -Asian
immigrants 1,002 19.6 975 223 1,787 25.3 1,469 29.7
Recent Asian
immigrants 530 34.6 498 44.2 668 59.3 825 60.8
Major Asian
immigrant
groups
Chinese 106 33.9 144 44.2 157 58.8 185 56.1
Filipino 101 45.4 82 48.1 61 52.8 97 57.8
Indian 74 52.4 66 56.3 181 76.6 229 81.0
Vietnamese 84 114 34 7.9 41 12.0 57 16.7
Korean 76 295 68 39.9 79 59.3 71 69.5
Japanese 43 49.1 59 60.6 61 63.6 43 67.6
Other Asian 46 20.8 45 31.8 49 51.2 101 47.0
Note: Except for 1980, firecent immigrants 0 refer s to those who came to live in the U.S. in the three years prior to the survey date.
In 1980, the reference period was from 1975 to 1980. Data for total Air ec e nih2000sand010 inchagdeimixeda n t s
group and mixed -race counts (not shown separately) not available for earlier years. In 1980, t he t ceteatlAsiafi immigrants 0
and Aot her As i mayodinclode & snglidracyion of Pacific Islanders. The six major Asian  immigrant subgroups and the

Aot her Asi ano ctofsihgeo rage, single sgroap Asians.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of decennial censuses and 2010 American Community Survey, Integrated Public Use
Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Ill. Native - vs. Foreign -born Asian Americans

Characteristics of Native - and Foreign -born Asian -
American Adults , 2010

% (unless otherwise noted)

U.S. Native Foreign
Asians born born

Share of Asian population 100 25.9 74.1
Citizen 69.6 100.0 58.9
Median age  (in years) 41 30 44
Married 59.0 349 67.4
Fertility (women ages 18 -44)

Had a birth in the past 12 months 6.8 4.8 7.7

Of these, % unmarried 14.6 311 9.6

College educated (ages 25+) 49.0 49.4 48.9
Median annual personal earnings

Full-time, year -round workers $48,000 $50,000 $47,000
Household annual income

Median $66,000 $67,400 $65,200
Average household size (persons) 3.1 26 3.2
Homeownership rate 58.1 57.4 58.3
In poverty 11.9 111 12.2
Language

Speaks English very well 63.5 94.7 52.5

Speaks English less than very well 36.5 5.3 475
Region of residence

Northeast 20.1 13.9 22.3

Midwest 11.3 10.0 11.8

South 21.5 17.3 23.0

West 47.1 58.9 42.9
Note: Asians include mixed  -race Asian population, regardless of Hispanic origin.

Unmarried women include those who are divorced, separated, widowed or never married.
ASpeaks Engl i s hcludes thpse who bpeak only iEnglish at home.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American Community Survey, Integrated
Public Use Microdata Sample  (IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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IV. Employment and Family Structure

Asians in Science and Engineering
Fields , Adults, 2010

% employed in science and engineering fields

U.S. population 5

!

U.S. Asians il
U.S. Asian  groups
Indian PAS
Chinese
Vietnamese 1
Japanese
Korean

Filipino 7

!
=
(e¢]

Notes: Based on currently employed civilians. All Asians
(and each subgroup) include mixed -race and mixed -group
population, regardless of Hispanic origin.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American
Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample
(IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Childrenés Living ,Ar
2010

% of children living with two married parents

U.S. population 3

U.S. Asians

!m

U.S. Asian  groups

Vietnamese
Note: Children are younger than 18. All Asians (and each

subgroup) include mixed  -race and mixed -group population
regardless of Hispanic origin.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American
Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample
(IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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CHAPTER 2: LIFEIN TH E UNITED STATES

Most Asian Americans feel good about their lives in the U.S. They see themselves as having
achieved economic prosperity on the strength of hard work, a character trait they say is much
more prevalent among Asian Americans than among the rest of the U.S. pgulation. Most say
they are better off than their parents were at a comparable age. And among the foreign born,
very few say that if they had to do it all over again, they would stay in their home country
rather than emigrate to the U.S.

As is customary for an immigrant group, their sense of identity in their new country is

evolving. Roughly three-in-four adult Asian Americans were born outside of the U.S.; among

this group, 60% say they see themselves as fivery
However, among Asian Americans who were born in the U.S., the pattern reverses: Roughly

two-thirds (65%) say they consider themselves to be typical Americans.

Meanwhi |l e, the AAsi an Americano | abel has not bee
they native born or foreign born. Most describe themselves by their country of origin, such as
AChi nese American, o0 AFilipino AmericanAsiammr Al ndi a

label. Overall, just one-in-five (19%) say they most often describe themselves aésian or Asian
American and even fewer (14%) say they describe themselves as just plain American.

This section examines how satisfied Asian Americans are with their livesd both personal and
financial 8 and the extent to which they value hard work. It also looks at the topics of identity,
language and assimilation. And it explores similarities and differences on these measures
among the six major U.S. Asian groups.

Upward Mobility, Widespread Satisfaction

More than eight-in-ten Asian Americans (82%) say they are satisfied with the way things are
going in their lives; only 13% are dissatisfied. When compared with the general public, Asian
Americans are slightly more satisfied with their lives. In a July 2011 Pew Research survey, 75%
of all American adults said they were satisfied with the way things were going in their lives.

There is little variance in this measure across gender, age and education attainment. And Asian

Americans from the six major country of origin groups express roughly equal levels of
satisfaction.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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This high level of satisfaction may be tied in
part to a shared experience of upward mobility.  Asjan Americans and Upward

Nearly three-quarters of Asian Americans Mobility

(73%) say they enjoy a better standard of living o, o , ying their standard
than their parents did at a comparable age. An parentsé was at a compar
additional 15% say their standard of living is

about the same as that of their parents. Only = Much better Somewhat better

one-in-ten say their standard of living is worse U.S. Asians m 24
thantherpar ent s6 standard of | iving a een
at a comparable age. General public _ 24

Moreover, about half of Asian Americans U.S. Hispanics 32

(49%) say their current standard of living is
Amuch better o than t heiPrEp-anpice nreySocengpaugeresgst a

from December 2011 survey by the Pew Research Center

Compal’able age In thlS regard Asian Social & Demographic Trends project. U.S. Hispanic results
. ' ! from November 2011 survey by the Pew Hispanic Center.
Americans are much more upbeatthan the PEW RESEARCH CENTER

general public or Hispanics. In a 2011 Pew

Research Center survey, only 36% of all

American adults said their standard of I|living was
living had been at a comparable age. According to a 2011 Pew Hispani€enter survey, among

Hispanicsd the other major group of recent immigrants & a similar share (35%) said their

standard of I|living was much better than their par

Asian immigrants are somewhat more likely than U.S.-born Asians to say their standard of

living exceeds that of their parents. Among all foreign-born Asian Americans, 52% say their

standard of living is much better than their pare
U.S.-born Asians. There is no significant difference between the mast recent immigrants and

those who arrived in the U.S. before 2000. Among Japanese Americans, the pattern is

different: Japanese immigrants are less likely than those born in the U.S. to say their standard

of living is much bet teenmattheihagen t heir parentsdé had

Education is not strongly linked to assessments of upward mobility. Asian Americans who are
college graduates and those with less education are equally likely to say their current standard

of I'iving is much b e ndardof livindihachbeen bt @ comparalaeragen t s st a

o

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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There is some variance in this measure across
U.S. Asiangroups. About half or more
Americans of Chinese, Vietnamese, Indian and
Korean origins say they enjoy a much better
standard of living than their parents did at a
comparable age. Japanese Americans iad

Filipino Americans are somewhat less likely to U.S. Asians 2

say that.

Upward Mobility across U.S. Asian
Groups

% saying their standard
parentsd was at a compar

B Much better Somewhat better

U.S. Asian groups

Respondents were also asked to predict how Chinese _ 20
their childrends future w wi ||

Vletnamese
compare with their own. Overall, roughly half

of all Asian Americans (53%) believe that when Indian 2t
their chil dren reach the age they are now, they Korean 21

will enjoy a better standard of living (31% say

much better, 22% somewhat better). About Filipino 2
onein-f i ve (19%) expect th esbpdes e oS5
standard of living will be about the same as
theirs is now. And the same share believes 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q10.
their childrenods standdVE"EY*™S ving will be worse
than theirs is now.
While Asian Americans are more likely than
Hispanics to say their own standard of living Asians, Hispanics an
: Upward Mobility

exceeds that of their parents at a comparable
age, Hispanics are more upbeat than Asian % saying their childreno

. h . ﬁEl];UCh betterof ntherII
Americans about thei-r g Hacoﬁﬂarﬁol@aﬂe utur e

being. Fully two-thirds of Hispanics (66%)

believe their children will enjoy a better U.S. Asians _ 31
standard of living when they reach their ,

. . General public _ 28
par ent s 0 -inatenexpectiteio r

childrends standard of | uUswispadicg _zmh

better, and 26% believe it will be somewhat
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q11. General public results

better. The general pUblIC iS more in sync with from December 2011 survey by the Pew Research Center

) . . ) Social & Demographic Trends project. U.S. Hispanic results
Asian Americans on this measured accordlng from November 2011 survey by the Pew Hispanic Center.
to a December 2011 Pew Research survey, PEW RESEARCH CENTER

some 28% believe their —chitdren6ts standard of
living will be much better than theirs is.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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On average, Hispanics have lower household incomes and lower educational attainment than

do Asian Americans. In addition, their ratings of their current standard of living compared

with their parents6 standard of | iving at a si mil
comes to the future, however, expectations tend to have an inver® relationship to socio-

economic statusd meaning that those at the lower end of the income and educational ladder

have higher expectations for their childrenbs fut
circumstances.

Among Asian Americans, immigrants are

somewhat more likely than those who were U.S. Asians, Children and Upward
born in the U.S. to say their children will enjoy ~ Mobility
a much better standard of living than their % saying their childrend

Aimuch bettero than their

parents currently do (34% vs. 20%).
comparable age

In addition, there is some variance on this U.S. Asians
measure across socieeconomic groups. Asian
Americans without a college degree are
somewhat more likely than those who have Native born
graduated from college to say they expect their Foreign born
children to have a much higher standard of
living than they currently do (37% vs. 26%). In
addition, Asian Americans with annual Vietnamese
household incomes of less than $30,000 are Korean
more likely than middle -income and upper-

income Asians to say their children will have a

much higher standard of living (42% of those Chinese
making less than $30,000 a year vs. 29% of Filipino
those making between $30,000 and $74,999
and 24% of those making $75,000 or more).

Among U.S. Asians who are ...

U.S. Asian groups

48

Indian

e

26

25

Japanese 19

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q11.

Among the U.S. Asian groups, Viethamese PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Americans are the most upbeat about their

childrendéds futures. Fully 48% believe their
childrendéds standard of I|iving wil!/ be much better

comparable age. ViethameseAme i cans 6 attitudes about their chil
part to their own socio-economic standing. Of the six major Asian-Americans groups,

Vietnamese are the least likely to have a college degree, and, aside from Korean Americans,

they have the lowest median annual household income.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Americans of Japanese, Filipino and Chinese origins are among the least likely to say their
children will enjoy a much better standard of living (19%, 25% and 26%, respectively). Among
Korean Americans, 38% believe ther children will be better off; among Indian Americans, 32%
say the same.

Asian Americans Prospering in the U.S.

Even in these tough economic times, Asian
Americans are relatively satisfied with their
own personal financial situations. When asked
whether they are in excellent shape, good

Asian Americans and Financial
Prosperity

% rating their personal

: u.s. General u.s.
s.hape., only fair shape or poor.shape _ psians  Public  Hispanics
financially, about half of all Asian Americans % % %
say they are in excellent (12%) or good (40%) Excellent 12 6 5
shape. Slightly less than half say they are in Good _ 40 29 19
only fair (36%) or poor (11%) shape. Only fair 36 42 >1

Poor 11 22 25

2012 Asian -Amer i can Survey. Q87. Res

Overall, Asian Americans have a much more know/ Refusedd not shown. Genera
. i : January 2012 survey by Pew Research Center for the People
positive outlook on their personal finances &the Press. U.S. Hispanic results from November 2011

survey by the Pew Hispanic Center.

than the general public or Hispanics. Only 35%
of all American adults say they are in excellent
or good shape financially, and an even smaller
share of Hispanics (24%) say the same.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

AsianAmeri cans6 upbeat assessment of their personal

overall affluence. As a group, Asian Americans have a significantly higher median annual

i ncome than all American adults. Ac c oAntiicang
Community Survey (ACS), the median household income for all Asian Americans in 2010 was
$68,000. This compares with $50,000 for all adults, regardless of race or ethnicity. In

addition, Asian Americans have a lower unemployment rate than members of the general
public.

Among Asian Americans, those who were born in the U.S. are only slightly more likely than

those born outside of the U.S. to describe their personal financial situation as excellent or good
(56% vs. 50%). This is a sharp contrast tothe pattern seen among Hispanics. According to a

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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2011 Pew Hispanic Center survey, U.Sborn Hispanics are nearly twice as likely as the foreign
born to say their finances are in excellent or good shape (33% vs. 17%). Among foreigiborn
Hispanics, fully 83 % describe their personal financial situation as only fair or poor. 44

Personal financial ratings vary widely across

U.S. Asian groups. Indian Americans are the ~ Personal Finances across U.S.
most likely to describe their personal financial ~ #*S1an Groups
situation as excellent or good (67%). Indian % rating their personal financial situation as
Americans also have the highest median lexcellento or figoodo
income of the six largest U.S. Asan groups. _

U.S. Asians _ 51

Among Japanese Americans and Chinese
Americans, more than half say their finances U.S. Asian groups
are in excellent or good shape (57% of

Japanese and 55% of Chinese). Korean

Indian 67

Americans are somewhat less likely to rate Japanese _ 57
their finances as excellent or good (45%).Half
of Filipino Americans rate their finances as Chinese _ 55
excellent or good. Viethamese Americans are Filpin _ o
the least likely to do so (29%).
Whodés Hardwor ki ng?

Vietnamese _ 29

In general Americans tend to value hard work 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q8.
and believe that it can lead to success. Asian PEW RESEARCH CENTER
Americans are no exception. In fact, they
appear to be even bigger proponents of hard
work when compared with all American adults. The survey asked respondents which of the
following two statements came closer to their view: Most people who want to get ahead can

makeiti f t heyodére willing to work hard, or hard work
success for most people. Roughly twethirds of Asian Americans (69%) chose the first
statement (most people can get ahead i fthet heydre w

second statement (hard work is no guarantee of success).

The general public also leans toward the first statement, but by a somewhat less decisive
margin. Among all American adults, 58% agree that most people who want to get ahead can
ma k e i trewilling to woek yavd, while 40% say hard work is no guarantee of success. For

4 Throughout this section, Puerto Ricans are classified as foreign -born Hispanics.
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their part, Hispanics come closer to Asian Americans in this regard. Three-in-four Hispanics
say most people can get ahead with harsaccessor k; 21 %

While solid majorities of each of the U.S. Asian  Most Say Hard Work Pays Off
groups agree that hard work pays off, there is % saying fAMost people wh
some variation across groups. Viethamese make it if or

Americans are the most likely to agree that
most people can get ahead if they work hard
(83%). Americans of Japanese, Chinese and
Korean origins are somewhat less likely to

they e wi l i

U.S. Asians 69

U.S. Asian groups

agree.
Overall, there is no significant gap in views on

hard work between native-born and foreign -

born Asian Americans. However, Japanese korean [ ¢
Americans born in the U.S. are much more _

likely than those born overseas to say hard
work pays off. Japanese

. . . 2012 Asian -Amer i can Survey. Ql2hb. Re
Perhaps more interesting than Asian work and determination are no g

i Donkdntow/ Ref usedd not shown.
Americansd views on the value of hard work are
their views about who is hardworking. Asian -
American survey respondents were asked
whether Americans in general are very
hardworking and whether people from their

own country of origin are very hardworking. To

The Work Ethic Gap

% of all Asian Americans

avoid having respondents make a direct = No Yes
comparison between Americans in general and Are Americans very

their own native or ancestral group, one hardworking? >0
question was asked near the beginning of the Are Americans from

survey, and the other question was asked near YOU'%?%?R ;fy 4 | 93
the end of the survey. hardworking?

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q21, 70. Respondents were
asked about their own country of origin group (such as

On balance. most Asian Americans see Chinese Americans or Korean Americans). Those who did not
! provide a country of origin were asked about AAsi an
Americans in general as hardworking. Americans . ®esponses of fibondt know/

Thinking about the country as a whole, some PEW RESEARCH CENTER

57% say they would describe Americans as very
hardworking; 35% say they would not describe Americans this way.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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However, Asi an

Americans©o

different. Respondents were asked whether they would describe their own ethnic group or
country of origin group as very hardworking. For example, Chinese Americans were asked how
they would describe Chinese Americans, and Filipino Americans were asked how they would

describe Filipino Americans. 45 Overall, 93% of
Asian Americans said they would describe
their own group as very hardworking. Only 4%
said they would not describe their own group
this way.

Findings on this measure are veryconsistent
across the U.S. Asian groups. Majorities of
roughly 90% or more of the six major Asian
groups say their individual group is very
hardworking (97% of Viethamese say this).

There is more variance in views about how
hardworking most Americans are. Korean
Americans and Chinese Americans are the
least likely to say that Americans in general
are very hardworking (46% of Koreans and
48% of Chinese). Viethamese Americans and
Indian Americans are among the most likely
to say Americans in general are very
hardworking (70% of Vietnamese and 64% of
Indians).

% Respondents who did not provide a country of ori gin

How Asian Americans View the
Work Ethic of All Americans

% saying, thinking about the country as a whole,
Americans are very hardworking

U.S. Asians

ol
~

U.S. Asian groups

Japanese

Korean

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q21.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

wer e

asked about AAsian Americans. 0
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Are Asian Americans a fAModel Mi norityo?

As a group, Asian Americans have someti mes
first used by sociologist William Petersen in a 1966 New York Times Magazine article to
describe Japanese Americans, implies that Asian Americans have been more successful than
other racial or ethnic minority groups in the U.S. 46 This perception is based in part on
demographic indicators such as educational attainment and income, and in part on
perceptions about Asiansd values and work

ethic.
How Do Asians Compare with

. Other U.S. Minority Groups?
However, there is no clear consensus among

Asian Americans regarding how they measure % saying, compared with other racial and ethnic

minority groups in the U.S., Asian Americans have

up to other minority groups. Some 45% say been 6
that Asian Americans, when compared with
other racial and ethnic minority groups, have More successful 43

been about equally successful. Roughly the

same share (43%) say Asian Americans have Equally successful _ 45

been more successful than other minority
. . Less successful l 5
groups. Very few (5%) say Asian Americans
have been less successful. 2012 Asian-Amer i can Survey. Q47. Res
and fADondt know/ Refusedo not s h

- . . PEW RESEARCH CENTER
Opinion about the relative success of Asian

Americans varies somewhat by age. Among

young Asian-American adults (ages 18 to34), 51% say as a group Asian Americans have been
about as successful as other minority groups, while 37% say they hve been more successful.
By contrast, those ages 35 and older are more evenly divided on the issue: 47% say Asian
Americans have been more successful than other minority groups, while 42% say Asian
Americans have been equally successful.

Asian Americans with a higher annual household income are somewhat more likely than
others to say, on the whole, that Asian Americans have been more successful than other
minority groups in the U.S. Among those with incomes of $75,000 or higher, 53% say Asian
Americans have been more successful than other groups. This compares with 39% of those
with annual incomes of less than $75,000.

“petersen, William. fASucAmsessi Sa o rigeyydkelipnasiMagazne ,Jan. 9, 1966.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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U.S.-born and foreign-born Asian Americans do not differ significantly in their views on this
issue. Among the native born, 48% say AsianAmericans have been about equally successful as
other minority groups, while 40% say they have been more successful. Among Asian
immigrants, 45% say Asian Americans have been equally successful, and 44% say they have
been more successful.

However, when the foreign-born group is divided into those who arrived in the U.S. in the past
12 years and those who came to the U.S. before 2000, significant differences emerge. Newer
immigrants to the U.S. tend to think Asian Americans are just as successful as otherminority
groups (51%) rather than more successful (36%). Immigrants who arrived in the U.S. before
2000 are more inclined to say Asian Americans have had greater success in the U.S. than other
minority groups (48%), than they are to say Asian Americans have been equally successful
(42%).

In addition, there are

significant differences of Views on Asian - American Success Differ across

opinion across U.S. Asian
groups. Indian Americans
and Viethamese Americans
are among the most likely to
say Asian Americans have
been more successful than
other U.S. minority groups.
Chinese Americans and
Filipino Americans are
among the least likely to
express this view. Among
Filipino Americans, 57% say
Asian Americans have been
about as successful as other
minority groups (the highest
share among the six U.S.
Asian groups).

Korean Americans (12%) are
more likely than other Asian

Groups

% saying, compared with other racial and ethnic minority groups in the

U.S., Asian Americans have been ¢&
HLess More Equally
U.S. Asian groups
Indian 2 I 54 38
Viethamese 2 I 53 42
Korean 51 34
Japanese 3 I 45 43
Chinese n 38 48
Filipino 33 57
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q47. Responses of ifDependsd and fAiDonod

know/ Refusedo not shown.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Americans to say Asians have been less successful than other minority groups in the U.S.
Japanese Americans are evenly divided over how successful Asian Americasmhave been: 45%
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say they have been more successful than other minority groups, and a similar share (43%) say
they have been about as successful as other minority groups.

The Asian-American immigrant experience has

been different in many ways from the Asian Americans More Positive
experience of Hispanic Americans. As the than Hispanics about Their
demographic data illustrate, Hispanics overall ~ Success in U.S.

have struggled more than Asians economically, % of group saying, compared with other racial and

and they lag behind in terms of educational ethnic minority groups in the U.S., Asian Americans/
) o Hi spanic Americans have

attainment. In addition, a larger share of

Hispanic immigrants are in the U.S. illegally. Hless More Equally

When Hispanics themselves are asked to

evaluate their success relative to other racial

and minority groups in the U.S., they paint a U.S. Hispanics - -
much less positive picture than do Asian

U.S. Asians 43 45

Americans. 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q47. Res
and ADondt know/ Refusedo not sh
from November 2011 survey by the Pew Hispanic Center.

In a 2011 Pew Hispanic Center survey of PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Hispanic Americans nationwide, a narrow

majority (55%) said, compared with other U.S.

minority groups, Hispanics have been about equally successful. However, only 17% said they
have been more successful than other minority groups (compared with 43% of Asian
Americans). And 22% of Hispanics said, as a group they have been less successful than other
minorities (compared with only 5% of Asian Americans).

How Do Asian Americans Describe Themselves?

The U.S. Census Bureau def i nedgafthéolgnal peoglesafthe A havi ng
Far East, Sout heast Asi a4 Thisisabrohdedefinhitomlanhn subcont i

encompasses groups with vastly different backgroundsd geographically, culturally and
linguistically. Asian Americans are much more likely to identify themselves by their country of
origin than by the broader label of Asian American.

Overall, 62% of Asian Americans say they most often describe themselves by using the country
where they or their family originated (e.g., Chinese or Chinese Ameican). One-in-five (19%)

““For a more detailed discussion of how the U.S. Census Bureau defines
http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br -11.pdf .

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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most often describe themselves as Asian or Asian American, and 14% most often describe
themselves as American4s

There is broad consistency across U.S. Asian groups on this measure. Majorities of each group
say they describe themselves most often using their country of origin. Americans of
Vietnamese, Korean and Filipino origins are
more likely than other Asians to use their

Most Asian Americans Describe

country of origin most often when describing Themselves Using Their Country of
themselves. Chinese Americans are slightly Origin
more likely than all other Asian Americans to % saying they most often describe themselvesa s~ é
say they describe themselves as Asian or Asian B ,

. . B Country of origin/fCOO American
American (27% vs. 16% of all other Asian Asian/Asian American
Americans). ™ American

The fact that so many Asian Americans
identify with their home countries is not Among U.S. Asians who are ...

surprising, given that such a large share were roreignborn [ TTIEIN =B
born outside of the U.S. Among foreign-born

Asian Americans, fully 69% say they describe
themselves most often using a term that U.S. Asian groups

incorporat es the country from which they Viethamese 17 E

emigrated, as in Korean American or Indian

American.

0 . . .
Some 18% of foreigrrborn Asian Americans Indian 2 HE
describe themselves using the Asian or Asian
American label. Only 9% describe themselves crinese | NGO 27
most often as American. There is little sapanese [ IENIIEGGN

difference in this regard between newer
immigrants to the U.S. and those who arrived 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q42. Only respondents who

. identified a country of origin (COO) were asked this question;
before 2000. Roughly severtin-ten from each percentages shown here are based on total sample.

Responses of AfDependso and fADon¢

group say they most often describe themselves  shoun.
using the country from which they emigrated. PEW RESEARCH CENTER

The pattern is much different among
American-born Asian Americans. Fewer than half (43%) describe themselves most often using

8 Three percent of all Asian Americans surveyed were not asked this question because they did not identify a country of origin
earlier in the survey. Percen tages are based on the total sample.
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their ancestral country of origin, 22% describe themselves as Asian or Asian American, and
28% describe themselves as AmericanThe identity gap between foreign-born and native-born
Asian Americans can be seen thin specific groups as well. For example, among Filipino
Americans, 77% of the foreign born most often identify themselves as Filipino American, while
only 51% of the native born identify themselvesthat way. Similarly among Chinese Americans,
67% of the foreign born most often identify themselves as
Chinese American, compared with 35% of those born in the Few Asians Use the

U.S4 Term AAmeri ca
Describe Themselves

Among the U.S. Asian groups,Japanese Americans (21%) and % saying they describe themselves

Filipino Americans (19%) are the most likely to describe most often as fiA
themselves simply as American. Viethamese Americans are

. . U.S. Asians - 14
among the least likely to describe themselves that way (6%).
For the other major U.S. Asian groups, between 11% ad 17% Among U.S. Asian who are ...
describe themselves most often as American. Native born | 28

Foreign born 9
When Hispanic Americans were asked a question with similar .
) ) ) i ) U.S. Asian groups
wording, they too tended to identify more with their country of Japanese - 01
origin than with the broader ﬁHiF?_pa l abel . 1In
. . . . . . ilipino 19

Hispanic Center survey, 51% of Hispanic Americans said they P
most often describe themselves using their country of origin Indian 17
(e.g. Mexican or Salvadoran)>3® Roughly a quarter (24%) said Korean [ 11
they describe themselves most often as Latino or Hispanic, and chinese [l 11
21% said they describe themseles as American. Vietnamese . 6

. . . 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q42.
Typical American or Very Different? Only respondents who identified a

country of origin were asked this
question; percentages shown here are
based on total sample.

Asian Americans were asked if they think of themselves as a
typical American or very different from a typical American. On
balance, they are more likely to see themselves as very
different (53%) than as typical (39%).

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

4 Subsample sizes did not allow for foreign born vs. native born comparisons for three of the six major U.S. Asian groups

(Indian, Korean and Vietnamese).

0 In the 2011 Pew Hispanic Center survey, the first response category for this question included only country of origin. For

example, respondents who had identified their country of origin as Mexico were asked if they most often describe themselves as

Mexic an (not Mexican American). In addition, respondents who had not identified a country of origin were not skipped out of the

question as they were in the Asian -American survey. Instead they were asked whether they described themselves most often as

Aithe tueem to describe people of your heritageo or fpeople from the country yo

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Views on this question are fairly consistent across major demographic variables. Both Asian
American men and women are more likely to see themselves as very different from the typical
American than they are to see themselves as typical Arericans. Similarly, young and old Asian
Americans see themselves as more different than typical.

In addition, among Asian Americans who have a college degree and those who do not, about
half say they see themselves as very different from the typical Amercan, while about four-in-
ten see themselves as a typical Americans. Opinion differs somewhat by income. Asian
Americans with annual household incomes of less than $30,000 are more likely than middle -
and high-income Asian Americans to say they see themseles as very different from the typical
American (61%, compared with 50% of those with annual incomes of $30,000 or more).

Asian Americans who live in the West, the

region with the highest concentration of Are You a Typical American ?

Asians, are more likely than those living in % saying they think of tt
other parts of the U.S. to think of themselves

as typical Americans (44% vs. 34%). Still, 49% ® Typical American = Very different

of Asian Americans living in the West say they
are very different from typical Americans.

U.S. Asians 39 53

U.S. Asian groups

The extent to which Asian Americans feel like Japanese 0 43
typical Americans varies across U.S. Asian Filipino 9 45
groups. Japanese and Filipino Americans are Chinese 36 52

more likely than Americans of Chinese,
Vietnamese, Indian or Korean origins to say
they think of themselves as typical Americans.
About half of Japanese and Filipino Korean & o
Americans say they are typical Americans, 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q24. Resg

compared with 36% or less of each of the other «now/ Refusedo ot shown.
grOUpS. PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Vietnamese 35 61

Indian 30 57

Whether an individual was born in the U.S. or outside of the U.S. is strongly linked to these
attitudes. Native -born Asian Americans are much more likely than those who were born
outside the U.S. to see themselves as typical Americans (65% vs. 30%).

This pattern holds across U.S. Asian groups as wellAmong JapaneseAmericans, 70% of those
born in the U.S. say theythink of themselve s as typical Americans.This compares with only
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20% of Japanese immigrants. Similarly,
among ChineseAmericans, 66% of the native
born consider themselvestypical Americans,
compared with 26% of the foreign born.

Views on ldentity Differ by
Nativity

% saying they think of ¢t

B Typical American Very different

The most recent immigrants are among the Among U.S. Asians who are ...

least likely to say they see themselves this way. Native born =0
Among those who came to the U.S. between

2000 and 2012, only 22% say they see Foreign born &

themselves as typical Americans (70% say they
are very different from typical Americans).
Among those who immigrated to the U.S.
before 2000, 34% see themselves as typical 2000 -2012
Americans (56% very different).

Among foreign born, arrived in U.S.

Before 2000 4 56

22 70

.H

2012 Asian -Amer i can Survey. Q24. Re s |
know/ Refusedo not shown.

Some of the group differences on this measure
are most likely related to nativity. Indian
Americans are among the least likely to see
themselves as typical Americans, and they are among the most likely to be recent immigrants
to the U.S. Fully one-third of the Indian Americans surveyed arrived in the U.S. within the past
12 years; only 11% were born in the U.S. At the other extreme, Japanese Americans are among
the most likely to see themselves as typical Americans, and they are by far thanost likely to
have been born in the U.S. Roughly sixin-ten Japanese Americans surveyed were born in
America; only 6% arrived in the U.S. in 2000 or later.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Overall, Asian Americans are somewhat less likely than Hispanics to see themselves as typical
Americans (39% vs. 47%). However, this is likely due to the fact that more Asian Americans
than Hispanics were born outside the U.S. After controlling for nativity, the responses of Asian
Americans and Hispanics are quite similar. Among Hispanics who were born in the U.S., 66%
see themselves as typical Americans. An almost identical share of U.Sborn Asian Americans
(65%) say the same. Among Hispanics who were born outside of the U.S., only threan-ten
(31%) see themselves as typical Americans; 30% of foreig-born Asian Americans say the
same.

The Importance of Language

For most immigrants, an important part of assimilating to the U.S. is learning to speak
English. Many immigrants must balance the need to adapt to the language and culture of the

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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U.S. with their desire to maintain ties to their native country. A strong majority of Asian
Americans (80%) say it is at least somewhat important to them that future generations of
Asians living in the U.S. be able to speak their native or ancestral language. Howeverless than

half (45%) say this is

fivery i mportant, o

groups. In addition, relatively few U.S. -born Asian Americans are proficient in their ancestral
language.Only 14% say they can carry on a converd#on in that language very well.

In thinking about the importance of language
preservation, respondents were asked
specifically about future generations of Asians
from their own country of origin. For example,
Chinese Americans were asked how important
it is to them that future generations of Chinese
living in the U.S. be able to speak Chinesed!
The survey finds that maintaining ties to their
native language is more important to
Americans of Korean, Vietnamese and Chinese
origins than it is to those of Filipino, Indian

and Japanese origins.

Among Korean Americans, 62% say that it is
very importa nt to them that future generations
of Koreans living in the U.S. speak Korean.
Roughly the same proportion of Viethamese
Americans (60%) say it is very important to
them that future generations speak
Vietnamese. And 52% of Chinese Americans
say it is veryimportant that future generations
speak Chinese.

and

The Importance of Native
Languages

% saying it is very important to them that future
generations speak their native language

U.S. Asians

N
a

U.S. Asian groups

Korean 62

Vietnamese 60

a1
N

Chinese

Filipino 38

Indian 29

5

N I

Japanese

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q67.
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The three remaining groups place less value on maintaining ties to their native language.
Among Filipino Americans, only 38% say it is very important that future generations of
Filipinos speak Tagalog or another Filipino language. While the Philippines became a
sovereign country in 1946, U.S. control over the islands from 1898 to 1946 greatly influenced

were asked about
Respondents

ancestors came

"Filipinos
language. 0

parents or from.o

www. pewsocialtrends
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or another Filipino
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the way that language developed. Many Filipino Americans spoke English long before they
came to the U.S. As a result, they may be less wedded to a native Filipino language.

Only three-in-ten Indian Americans (29%) say it is very important to them that future
generation of Indians living in this country speak Hindi or another Indian language. There is a
great diversity of languages spoken in India. Hindi is the principal official language, and
English is a secondary official language. The Constitution of India recognizes more than 20
major languages. In addition, there are hundreds of dialects. Given this diversity of language,
many Indians who immigrate to the U.S. may see limited utility in maintaining ties to a
language that is not widely spoken in this country.

Among all U.S.-born Asian Americans, only 32% say it is very important to them that future
generations speak their native tongue. By contrast, among foreign-born Asian Americans, 49%
say this is very important to them. Japanese Americans are among the least likely to place a
high level of importance on keeping the Japanese language alive in the U.S. @ly one-in-four
say it is very important to them that future generations of Japanese living in the U.S. be able to
speak Japanese. This may be related in part to the fact that relatively few Japanese Americans
were born outside of the U.S. (32%).

Masteri ng English and Keeping Native Languages Alive

Foreign-born survey respondents were asked to assess their own English proficiency. Half of

allforeign-bor n Asi an Americans (49%) say they <can

w e 18 babh understanding and speaking. Some 26% say they can do this pretty well. An
additional 25% can do this just a little or not at all. Not surprisingly, immigrants who arrived

in the U.S. more recently are less proficient in English. Among those who emigrated within the
past 12 years, only 39% say they can carry on a conversation in English very well. This
compares with 52% who came to the U.S. before 2000.

The American Community Survey includes a question about English proficiency for all Asian
Americans, whether native born or foreign born. According to the 2010 ACS 53% of foreign-
born Asian Americans either speak only English at home or speak another language at home
but say they speak English fAvery well .0

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Among the Pew Research surveyespondents,
older foreign-born Asian Americans are
somewhat less likely than their younger
counterparts to be proficient in English.

Among those ages 55 and older, 35% say they
can carry on a conversation in English very
well. This compares with 56% of those under
age 55. There is a large education gap as well.
More than six-in-ten Asian-American
immigrants (63%) who have graduated from
college say they can carry on a conversation in
English very well, compared with only 31% of
those with less education.

Among the foreign born, there is wide

variation across U.S. Asian groups.

Immigrants from India and the Philippines &
both countries where English is widely
spokend give themselves the highest marks for
their ability to converse in English. Roughly
sevenin-ten foreign-born In dian Americans
(72%) say they can carry on a conversation in
English very well, as do 66% of foreign-born
Filipinos.

Chinese, Japanese and Korean immigrants are
less likely than Indians or Filipinos to say they
can converse fluently in English. Roughly four-
in-ten Chinese (43%) and Japanese (39%)
immigrants say they can carry on a
conversation in English very well, as do 30% of
Koreans. Viethamese immigrants are among
the least likely to say they are fluent in English.
Only 21% of foreign-born Viethnamese
Americans say they can carry on a
conversation in English very well.

Education and Language
Assimilation

% of foreign-born Asian Americans saying they can
carry on a conversation

M Less than very well Very well

63

College degree

< College degree

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q80. Based on all foreign -born
respondent s, n=2, 684. Less than
well, o0 AJust a littled and fANot
know/ Refusedd not shown.
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English Proficiency among Asian

Immigrant Groups

% of foreign born saying they can carry on a
conversation in English

U.S. Asians 49

U.S. Asian groups

Indian 72

——

Filipino
Chinese
Japanese
Korean

Vietnamese

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q80. Based on all foreign -born

respondents, n=2,684.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Among all Asian immigrants, those who are less fluent in English are somewhat more likely to
place a high value on maintaining their native language. Fully 57% of those who say they
cannot carry on a conversation in English very well say it is very important that future
generations of their ethnic or country of origin group who live in the U.S. be able to speak their
native language. By contrast, among Asian immigrants who say they can conerse very well in
English, only 41% place a high value on future generations continuing to speak their native
language.

For native-born Asian Americans, the challenge is not
mastering English, but rather maintaining some connection to
the language spoken in their country of origin. Relatively few
U.S.-born Asian Americans are fluent in their native or
. . . % saying they can carry on a

ancestral language. Asian Americans who were born in tre U.S. © saying they y

_ - _ conversation in the language of
were asked to assess their ability to converse in the language theircountry of or i gi n

Do U.S. -Born Asians
Speak the Language
of Their Ancestors?

most closely identified with their country of origin. For Very well 14
example, Chinese Americans were asked how well they can Pretty well 19
carry on a conversation in Chinese, both understanding and Just a little 32
speaking 52 Overall, only 14% of respondents said they can Notatal 34
carry on a conversation in the language of their country of e o e ente,

origin very well, and 19% said they can carry on a conversation | .o w, keraeban®oo, 20,

in that language pretty well. Fully two -thirds said they can PEW RESEARCH CENTER

carry on a conversation in their native or ancestral language

Ajust a |ittledo (32%) or Anot at all o (34%).

Younger, native-born Asian Americans are more likely than their older counterparts to say

they can carry on a conversation in tdrgin.l anguage
Among those under age 55, 37% say they can converse very well or pretty well. Among those

ages 55and older, only 16% say the same3

Asian Americans, Hispanics and Language
When compared with Hispanics, Asian Americans place much less emphasis on maintaining

ties to their native or ancestral languages. While a strong majority say it is at least somewhat
important to them that future generations be able to speak the languagesof their Asian

2 As in the previous question, Filipinos were asked about ATagal ong or another
AHI ndi or amapnthenguadée. o Respondents who did not provide a country of origin
of the country you, your parents or ancestors came from. o

53 There were too few U.S.  -born respondents to analyze differences across U.S. Asian groups.

www. pewsocialtrends .org



86

The Rise of Asian Americans

countries of origin, only 45% say this is very important. Among Hispanics, fully 75% say it is
very important to them that future generations be able to speak Spanish.

Hispanics are more united in their views on
this topic, just as they are more united in their
linguistic history. Though Hispanics come to
the U.S. from more than 20 different nations,
all of those nations are Spanish-speaking. This
common bond is something Asian-American
immigrants do not share 8 coming from a host
of countries with their own unique linguistic
traditions.

Among foreign-born immigrants, Asians are
much more likely than Hispanics to speak
fluent E nglish. Roughly half of Asian
immigrants (49%) say they can carry on a
conversation in English very well. Only 25% of
Hispanic immigrants say the same. Among
Hispanic immigrants, a solid majority (62%)
say they can carry on a conversation in
English just a little or not at all (compared

with 25% of Asian immigrants).

Asians Conversant in English,
Hispanics Maintain Spanish
Proficiency

% of U.S. Asians/U.S. Hispanics saying they can
carry on a conversation i

English (among foreign born)

_ F
-

U.S. Asians

U.S. Hispanics

Asian language/Spanish (among native born)

U.S. Asians - 14
I -
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q80, 81. For foreign -born
Asians n=2,684; for native -born Asians n=815. Hispanic
results from November 2011 survey by the Pew Hispanic

Center. For foreign -born Hispanics (including Puerto Ricans)
n=784; for native  -born Hispanics n=436.

U.S. Hispanics

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

While relatively few U.S.-born Asians say they can speak the language of their ethnic heritage,
U.S.-born Hispanics remain closely connected to their Spanish-language origins. Four-in-ten
U.S.-born Hispanics say they can carry on a conversation in Spanish very well (compared with
only 14% of U.S:born Asians who can do so in the language of their country of origin).

www. pewsocialtrends
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CHAPTER 3: INTERGROU P RELATIONS

Asian Americans report a generally positive set of attitudes and experiences on a wide range of

measures that track how they interact with other racial and ethnic groups. Their most

distinctive pattern comes in the most intimate realm of intergroup relations: marriage. Fully

28% of Asian-American newlyweds in 2010 married anon-Asi an, t he highest rate
ma r r i aangng the four major racial and ethnic groupsin the U.S.

Asian Americans also reach across racial lines in other ways. For example, just fowin-ten
(41%) say that a majority of their friends share their same Asian heritage. This figure rises to
nearly half (49%) among Asians who are immigrants but drops to just 17% among those who
were born in the United States.

Asked to assess how well they believe Asians and other racial or ethic groups in the U.S. get

along, survey respondents offer a mixed evaluation. AsianAmericans are most positive about

relations with whites and other U.S. Asian groups. They are less positive about relations with

Hispanics and most negative about relations with blacks. Korean Americans have an especially

negative view of group relations with blacks 8 50% say the two groups do not get along well;

just 4% say they get along fAvery well o and 39% sa

Native-born Asian Americans tend to seeintergroup relations in a more positive light than do

foreign-born Asian Americans. The same pattern holds for attitudes toward intermarriage;

foreign-born Asian Americans have mixed views about this phenomenon, while overwhelming

sharesofhe native born say they would be Avery comf ol
someone outside their own Asian group.

In general, Asian Americans register fairly low levels of concern about group discrimination.

Only about one-in-eight (13%) say they casider discrimination against their Asian group to be

a major problem, while 48% say it is a minor prob
guestion wording differs somewhat, findings from other Pew Research surveys suggest that

blacks and Hispanics are much more inclined than Asians to see discrimination against their

group as a problem.) Also, about six-in-ten Asian Americans say that being a member of their

racial group makes no difference when it comes to getting into college or finding a job. Ofthe

remainder who believe it does make a difference, slightly more say it helps than say it hurts.

The rest of this chapter examines attitudes about intergroup relations from multiple
perspectives. It provides breakdowns among the six largest Asian county of origin groups;
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among the native born and the foreign born; and wherever relevant by age and levels of

education.

Social | ntegration

About four -in-ten (41%) AsianAmericans say
that all (6%) or most (35%) of their friends in
the U.S. are from the same Asian country of
origin, while 58% say that some, hardly any or
none of their friends share their Asian country
of origin.

Immigrants are more likely than those born in
the U.S. to report that all or most of their
friends are from their same Asian country of
origin group. About half (49 %) of foreign-born
Asian Americans say all or most of their friends
share their Asian country of origin, compared
with 17% amongthose born in the U.S.

Those with better English skills have a more
mixed social circle. Among the foreign born
who speak Engish very well, 35% say that all
or most of their friends share their country of
origin; this compares with 64% among those
with weaker English skills.

Older Asian Americans more so than younger
adults have all or most of their friends within
the same couwntry of origin group. About half
(49%) of Asian Americans ages 55 and older
say all or most of their friends share their
country of origin. This compares with 34%
among younger adults (ages 18 ta34).

Friendships  w ithin U.S. Asian

Groups

% saying all or most of their friends in the U.S. are of
their same Asian country of origin

U.S. Asians
U.S. Asian groups
Korean
Viethamese
Chinese

Filipino

Indian

Japanese - 21

u. sS.

Native born - 17

Foreign born

Among Asians who are

IS
©

Able to speak English
very well
Able to speak English

64
less well

55 and older

IS
©

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q44.
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There are no differences between men and women in thi regard.
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There is some variance across U.S. Asian groups in the composition of their social networks.
Korean Americans are especially likely to have all or most of their friends from the same
heritage (58%); by contrast, just a fifth (21%) of JapaneseAmericansd a majority of whom are
native bornd say that all or most of their friends share the same heritage. ChineseAmericans
fall in the middle, with 45% having all or most of their friends of Chinese heritage. There are
large differences between native and foreign-born Chinese Americans, however. Among the
native born, 14% say that all or most of their friends are Chinese American; this compares with
55% among Chinese immigrants. The same pattern occurs for native and foreign-born
Filipino Americans and to a lesser degree among native and foreign-born Japanese
Americans. Other U.S. Asian groups do not have a large enough sample afative-born
respondents for analysis.

Intergroup Relations

Do Asian Americans get along with other racial Getting Along across Group

and ethnic groups? The Pew Research survey  Boundaries

askedrespondents to rate how well members % saying their U.S. Asian group and each of the
of their Asian group (such as Viethamese following get along é

Americans, Korean Americans) get along with
each of four groups: whites, blacks, Hispanics
and Asian Americans from different countries. With whites 61 B

With other U.S. - .
Asian groups 2 55 &

u Very well Pretty well ~ ® Not too/Not at all well

Asian Americans are most positive about

relations with whites and other U.S. Asian With Hispanics =
groups. Theyare less positive about relations With blacks 48
with Hispanics and most negative about

. . 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q49a -d. Responses o
relations with blacks. know/ Refusedo not shown.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

About a quarter (26%) of Asian Americans say
their Asian country of origin group gets along
Aver yowwi th whites, 61% say their group gets al on
gets along finot tood or Anot at all o well. Rel at i
terms: a quarter (24%) say their group gets along very well with Asian Americans from

different countries, 59% say pretty welland 11% say not toowvell or not at all well.

Intergroup relations with Hispanics are a bit less positive. A 56% majority of Asian Americans

see their group and Hispanics as getting along pretty well while roughly equal proportions see
relations more positively (16%) or more negatively (19%) than that.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Relations with blacks are considered the most
negative of the set. A plurality (48%) of Asian
Americans says their group gets along with
blacks pretty well, 15% say very well, and about
three-in-ten (28%) say not too well or not at alll

Getting Along across Group
Boundaries , by Nativity

% saying their U.S. Asian group and each of the
following get along é

well m Very well Pretty well ~ ® Not too/Not at all well
With  whites
U.S-born Asians tend to give more positive Native born 3 61

assessmentsthan the foreign born about the
relationship between their country of origin
group and other racial and ethnic groups. For

Foreign born 25 61

I
E]
o N |

With other U.S. Asian groups

N
N
[$)]

Foreign born

example, 31% ofnative-born Asian Americans Native born 56
say their country of origin group gets along Foreign born 60 12
Avery well o with whites, compared with 25%
. . . With Hispanics
foreign-born Asian Americans who say the P
same. Native born 60
Foreign born 55
With blacks
Native born 54

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q49a-d. Responses o
know/ Refusedodo not shown.
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A 2009 Pew Research survey among whites,
blacks anq Hlspanlcs in the.general p.ub.llc Compa risons with the General
asked a similar set of questions.A majority of Public

whites and blacks in the general public

% of each racial or ethnic group in general public

consider their racial group as getting along saying their group gets

Apretty well o with the other racial 9r.oup (either
. . u Very well Pretty well ~ ® Not too/Not at all wel

blacks or whites, respectively) 5 Among those

R Among whites ( 2009 )
who dondét s ayhebaamcedft y WeI?Withblacks &8 15 |

15
opinion is slightly more neg ative than more With Hisoani 5

. . . . With Hispanics .
positive for both whiteso asses@ment of heir
relationship with bl ack@"HI BPdckso

assessment of their relationship with whites. With whites 60
With Hispanics 54

Hispanicsoviews of relations with both whites Among Hispanics (2009)

and blacks are more negative, however. Among With whites 36

Hispanics, two-in-ten say their ethnic group With blacks 31

gets along very well with whites, 36% say the With Hispanics from %
two groups get along pretty well, and four-in- different countries*

Among Asians (2012 )
ten (41%) say the two groups get along not too

ith whi 26 61
well or not at all well. withwhites [ EEHE &l
With blacks 48
A sizable minority of Hispanics are negative in With Hispanics 56
. . - With other U.S. Asian

their assessments of relations within the groups 59
Latino community. About a fifth (22%) say

A ) . ) Asian ratings from 2012 Asian -American survey.  White,
Hispanics from different countries get along black and Hispanic ~ ratings from ~ October - November 2009

) surveys by the Pew Research Center. Hispanic ratings with
very We", four-in-ten (40%) say pl’etty well and Hispanics from different countries from  August - September
) ) ) ) 2009 survey by the Pew Hispanic Center. Responses of
35% say Hispanics from different countries get  ibonot know/ Ref us esansinclode mised o wace
Asian population, regardless of Hispanic origin. H ispanics are

along not too well or not at all well. By of any race. Whites and blacks include only non -Hispanics.
comparison, Asian Americans are more upbeat  PEW RESEARCH CENTER

in their assessments of relations across Asian
groups.

54 Whites and blacks include only non -Hispanics. Hispanics are of any race.
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Six U.S. Asian Subgroups

Turning to intergroup relations among each of
the six largest U.S. Asian groups, Filipino
Americans tend to be more positive about their
groupos
Korean Americans and Viethamese Americans
are the most negative in their assessmentsof
relations with whites, blacks and Hispanics.

Among Filipino Americans, about a third
(36%) see their group as getting along very well
with whites, 57% say the two groups get along
pretty well and just 6% say not too well or not
at all well. Evaluations of relations among
Filipino Americans and other U.S. Asian
groups are similarly positive (34% very well,

r e thesfdui other groups. t h

Filipino  American

Relations

s and Intergroup

% of U.S. Filipinos saying their U.S. Asian group and
each of the following get along é

H Not too/Not at all well

Em - 0
Em - O

m Very well Pretty well
With whites

With other U.S.
Asian groups

With Hispanics

:
-

Responses
shown.

With blacks

2012 Asian-American Survey. Q49a -d .
know/ Refusedod not

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

50% pretty well and 12% not toowell or not at all well). About three -in-ten Filipino Americans
say their group gets along very well with Hispanics and blacks (30% and 27%, respectively).

Indian Americans are more positive about
relations between their group and whites than
they are about relations with other racial or
ethnic groups. About a third (36%) say Indian
Americans get along with whites very well, and
an additional 55% say the two groups get along
pretty well; just 7% say not too well or not at all
well. Indian Americans are less likely to rate
relations with other groups as strongly

positive. A quarter (25%) say Indian Americans
get along with other Asian groups very well,
21% say the same about relations with
Hispanics and with blacks. Indian Americans
are more negative in their assessments of
Indian -black relations than they are about
Indian -white relations. About a fifth (23%)

says Indian Americans and blacks getalong

Indian  American s and Intergroup
Relations

% of U.S.Indians saying their U.S. Asian group and
each of the following get along é

u Very well Pretty well ~ m Not too/Not at all well

With whites 55)
With other U.S.
Asian groups &L
With Hispanics 56
With blacks 49

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q49a -d .
know/ Refusedo not

Responses
shown.
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not too well or not at all well; 7% say the same about IndianAmericans and whites.
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Among JapaneseAmericans, about a third

(32%) say their country of origin group gets Japanese American s and
along with whites very well, 59% say the Intergroup Relations
groups get along pretty well and just 3% say % of U.S. Japanese saying their U.S. Asian group and
not too well or not at all well. A quarter (26%)  €ach of the following get along &
say JapaneseAmericans get along with other mVerywell ®Pretty well ®Not too/Not at all well
Asian groups in the U.S. very well, 56% say o
With whites 59 5
pretty well and 8% say not too well or not at all
well. About one-in-six (17%) Japanese With other U.S.
. . . Asian groups 28 =8
Americans say their group gets along with
blacks very well, half (50%) say pretty well and With Hispanics =g
15% say not toowell or not at all well. The
remainder of 17% gave no rating. Similarly, With blacks 50
16% say Japanesémericans and Hispanics
get along very well, about 58%say pretty well 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q49a-d. Responses o
know/ Refusedo not shown.
and 12% say the two groups get along not too
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
well or not at all well, with the remainder of
15% giving no rating.
Among Vietnamese Americans, about twice as
many say their country of origin group and Viethamese  American s and

whites get along very well (23%) as not toowell  Intergroup Relations
or not at all well (10%); 62% say the groups get % of U.S. Vietnamese saying their U.S. Asian group
along pretty well. Similar percentages say the ~ and each of the following get along €

same about how well ViethameseAmericans m Very well Pretty well ~ ® Not too/Not at all well
get along with other Asian groups in the U.S. With whites 62
(21% very well, 61% pretty well, 14% not too
. . With other U.S.

well or not at all well). Vietha mese Americans Asian groups 61
are more negative about relations with both

. . . With Hispanics 43
Hispanics and blacks. Roughly onein-ten P
(13%) ViethameseAmericans say their group With blacks a1
gets along with Hispanics very well, 43% say
pretty well and a third (33%) say not too well 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q49a -d. Responses o

know/ Refusedo not shown.

or not at all well. Similarly, 12% say
Vietnamese Americans and blacks get along
very well, about four-in-ten (41%) say they get
along pretty well and a roughly equal portion (40%) say the two groups get along not toowell
or not at all well.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Chinese Americans are more positive in their
assessments of relations withwhites and with
Asian Americans from different countries than
with either Hispanics or blacks. Roughly two -
thirds of Chinese Americans say their group
gets along with whites pretty well (69%), an
additional 17% say very well and just 8% say
not too well or not at all well. Similarly, 66%
say ChineseAmericans get along with other
Asian groups in the U.S. pretty well, 18% say
very well and 10% say not toowell or not at all
well. Chinese Americans are less positive about
relations with Hispanics and blacks. More say
Chinese Americans and Hispanics get along
not too well or not at all well than say they get
along very well (20% and 9%, respectively);
six-in-ten (60%) say these groups get along

Chinese American s and Intergroup
Relations

% of U.S.Chinese saying their U.S. Asian group and
each of the following get along é

| Very well Pretty well m Not too/Not at all well

With whites 69 H
With other U.S.
Asian groups Els
With Hispanics n 60

2012 Asian -American Survey.Q49a -d. Responses
know/ Refusedo not shown.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

pretty well. And when it comes to relations between Chinese Americans and blacks a 47%
plurality say the two groups get along pretty well, a third (33%) say the groups get along not
too well or not at all well and just 7% say the two groups get along very well.

Compared with other U.S. Asian groups,
Korean Americans have an especially negative
view of relations with blacks. They (along with
Vietnamese Americans) are more negative
than other U.S. Asian groups in their
assessments of relations with Hispanics. About
two-thirds (68%) say Korean Americans get
along with other U.S. Asian groups pretty well,
14% say very well and 12% say not towell or
not at all well. Assessments of the relationship
between Korean Americans and whites are
similar; 13% say whites and KoreanAmericans
get along very well, 64% say pretty wel and
17% say not toowell or not at all well. Just 3%
say KoreanAmericans and Hispanics get along
very well, 58% say pretty well and 27% say not
too well or not at all well. Relations with blacks

o

Korean American s and Intergroup
Relations

% of U.S. Koreans saying their U.S. Asian group and

each of the following get along é

H Very well Pretty well ~ ® Not too/Not at all well
With whites 64
With other U.S.
Asian groups 2
With Hispanics g 58

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q49a -d. Responses
know/ Refusedodo not shown.
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are seen in more negative terms. Just 4% say Koreammericans and blacks get along very well,

four-in-ten (39%) say pretty well and half (50%) say the two groups get along not toowell or

not at all well.

Looking across these ratings,

Filipino Americans give the Who I s Getting Along AVery V
most positive assessments % saying their U.S.Asiangr oup gets along fivery
about intergroup relations following
and Korean Americans give with other _
U.S. Asian with
the least positive. with whites groups Hispanics w ith blacks
% % % %
U.S. Asian
groups
Filipino 36 34 30 27
Indian 36 25 21 21
Japanese 32 26 16 17
Viethamese 23 21 13 12
Chinese 17 18 9 7
Korean 13 14 3 4

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q49a  -d.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Intergroup Marriage

Another way to consider intergr oup relations is by looking at the behaviors and attitudes of
Asian Americans toward marriage across racial and ethnic lines. Pew Research analyses dhe
US.CensusBur eauds Amer i ¢can d&sommtarradiat nyarri&)e find that
Asian Americans are more likely to marry across racial and ethnic lines than are whites, blacks
or Hispanics.55

Intermarriage Rates for Asians
Among all Asian-American newlyweds from

2008 to 2010, 29% married someone who is
not Asian and 6% married someone from a Non - Net

% of Asian newlyweds (2008 -201 0) mar r i e

. . . Asi
different Asian country of origin. 56 .
U.S. Asians 29 [ 35
The propensity to marry across Asian ethnic U.S. Asian groups
and racial lines varies widely among U.S. Asian

groups. Indian Americans are least likely to

marry someone outside their country of origin Filipino 5 54
. 0 .
or. racial grgup. Just .12/0 of new marriages Korean 3 39
with an Indian American are to someone of
another race and 2% are to non-Indian Asians. Chinese 9 3
Vietnamese 9 27
JapaneseAmericans and Filipino Americans
. . Indian ¥ 2 14
are most likely to marry someone who is not .
Asian. Among new marriages with a Japanese
American more than ha|f (55%) areto a non- Note: i Ne wl y weefdrss to people ages 15 and older who
’ got married in the year pr~ior to the survey, and their marital
Asian and 9% are to anAsian from a different status was fimarried,US psansaad epch e
U.S. Asian group include non  -Hispanic single -race AS|ans
country of origin. About half (48 %) of new whoarefrom only one grouspanNdmel ud
Hispanics and single - or multiple -race non -Hispanics except
marriages of Filipino Americans are to a non Sngle race Asjansi qOLper Aspamieso
rom other sing le-Asian or multiple -Asiangroups. fi Net 0
Asian; 5% are to an Asian from a different computed prior to rounding.
P Source: Pew R esearch Center analysis of 2008 -2010
Country Of Orlgm' American Community Survey, Integrated Public Use
Microdata Sample (IPUMS) files
PEW RESEARCH CENTER
5 For more on intermarriage, see Wang, Wendy. 2012. AThe Rise of I nter mar r i aigseVary iy Raceand Characteri st
Ge n d e Waslhington, D.C.: Pew Research Center Social & Demographic Trends project, February.
%6 In contrast to other parts of this report, this analysis is limited to those who identify as Asian alone (not in combination with

another r ace or ethnic group).
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Attitudes about Intergroup Marriage

Attitudes about intergroup
marriage are mostly

consonant with the higher Comfort Level with Intergroup Marriage
interracial and interethnic %saying they would be fivery comfor
marriage rates of Asian someone who is &
Americans. The Pew Asian,
different
Research survey asked Notsame  country of
country of origin
respondents to rate how ) origin group group Not Asian  All of these
comfortable they would be if % % % %
a child of theirs married U.S. Asians 54 52 49 45
someone ofa differing _
K d U.S. Asian groups
background. Japanese 71 65 67 59
Filipino 65 62 58 53
About half (54%) of Asian Chinese 55 54 50 46
Americans woul d be™Vvery 48 45 41 39
mf rt b N . fVietn?mﬁse i hi 4E d 50 42 38
co 0 a €0 1 Thorean M € chry 39 36 31

married someone outside of

their country of origin, about Among U.S. Asians
. who are ¢€

three-in-ten (28%) would be

) Native born 79 76 74 68

somewhat comfortable with Foreign born 46 45 41 37
this and just 13% would be
not too comfortable or notat  18-34 61 58 53 50

35-54 54 53 49 46
all comfortable.

55 and older 49 46 44 37
The findings are similar Number of friends

h i d . _insame U.S. Asial,r]] il do
when consi eri ngp a chi 06s
marriage to an Asian from a All/most 34 34 28 25
; iy Some/hardly

different country of origin. anylnone ( VOL) 69 66 o4 59

About half (52%) would be _ _ _ i :
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q68a  -c. Figures for fiall of these 0 is the percentage
Verycomfortab|ewiththis, saying fAvery comfortabledo to all three items

three-in-ten (31%)would be PEW RESEARCH CENTER
somewhat comfortable and
13% would be not toocomfortable or not at all comfortable.
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About half of Asian Americans (49%) would be very comfortable if their child married a non-
Asian, 29% would besomewhat comfortable and 18% would be not toocomfortable or not at
all comfortable with this.

Taken together, 45% of Asian Americans would be
situations: a child of theirs marrying someone who is not from their country of origin, Asian
but from a different country of origin, and not Asian.

There is a strong association
between nativity and age
with views about intergroup
marriage. Among Asian
immigrants, 46% would be
very comfortable with a child Not same country

Comfort with Intergroup Marriage , by Nativity

% saying they would be fivery comfortable 0if a child of theirs married
someone who is &

B Native born Foreign born

79

marrying someone from a of origin group 46

diferent couny of o s o |

Most native-born Asian country of OZgr:)”up 45

o I
. . . 74

with inter group marriage; Not Asian "

about eight-in-ten (79%)

would be very comfortable All of these N o

with a child marrying 87

someone from adifferent
o . 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q68a-c. Figures for fall of these 0 is the percentage
Countryoforlglngroup.Th|s saying fAvery comfortabled to all three items

pattern holds across the set. PEW RESEARCH CENTER
Taken together, 37% of Asian
immigrants say they would be very comfortable in response to all three questions about
intergroup marriage ; 68% of the native born say the same.

Younger Adan Americans also tend to be more comfortable with intergroup marriage than
older Asian Americans. Half (50%) of younger adults (ages 18 t034) say they would be very
comfortable in response to all three questions about intergroup marriage, 37% of those ayes 55
and older say the same.Those with a social network that consists largely of others in the same
Asian country of origin group are less comfortable with intergroup marriage than are those

with a wider mix in their social circle.

Looking across Asian groups, Americans of Korean, Vietnamese and Indian origin are less
comfortable with intergroup marriage. Japanese Americans and Filipino American s are the

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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most likely of the six to be very comfortable with intergroup marriage by race and ethnicity.
Among JapaneseAmericans, those who were born in the U.S. are more comfortable than the
foreign born with intergroup marriage. For example , 75% ofnative-born Japanese Americans
would be very comfortable if their child married someone who was not Asian; 56% of foreign-
born JapaneseAmericans say the same. The same pattern occurs among other Asian
subgroups with large enough samples of native and foreign born for analysis: Chinese
Americans and Filipino Americans.

Views on Interracial Marriage in the General Pu blic

The general public also tends to be broadly accepting of interracial and interethnic marriage. A

Pew Research survey of the general public in 2009 included a similar series of questions’

When asked if an immediate family member married someone from each of four groupsd

African American s, Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans and white Americansd respondents

rated whether they would Abe fined with [, Awoul
or Awould not bé able to accept it.o

About six-in-ten adults (63%) in the general public said they would be fine with a family
member marrying outside their racial group. Overall, blacks weremore accepting than either
whites or Hispanics of intermarriage d 72% would be fine with a family member choosing to
marry someone who waswhite, Hispanic or Asian American. About six-in-ten whites (61%)
would be fine with a family member marrying someone who was African American, Hispanic
American or Asian American, and 63 percent of Hispanics would be fine with a family member
marrying someone who was African American, Asian American or white American.

Younger adults are more accepting than older adults of intermarriage; age differences are more
pronounced among whites than among blacks in the general public.

Of theracial and ethnicgr oups consi dered, openness to a famil"
ranks highest and marriage to an African American ranks lowest; openness to a marriage with

an Asian American and with a Hispanic falls between these two.About eight-in-ten (81%) non-

whites say they would be fine with a family membe
guarters (75%) of non-Asians say thesame about marriage to an Asian Americanand a similar

percentage of non-Hispanics (73%) would be fine with a marriage to a Hispanic American.

5" This survey did not include a large enough sample of Asian Americans for analysis.
%8 pew Research Center Social & Demographic Trends project. 2010. NnBl acks Upbeat about Bl ack Progress, Prosp
Washington, D.C.: January.
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About two-thirds (66%) ofnon-b | acks say they would be fine with
to an African American.

Discrimination

Perceptions of discrimination provide another
lens through which to view intergroup
relations. The Pew Research survey asked
several questions aboutdiscrimination against % saying discrimination against their U.S. Asian
~ . rglgroup isaé
respondentsdé Asian country

Rating Discrimination

of origin group

(such as ChineseAmerican, Filipino American ™ Major problem - Minor problem & Not a problem
and so forth) as well asquestions about U.S. Asians o2
personal experience with discrimination. U.S. Asian groups
. . Korean 24 46 27

Just 13% of AsianAmericans say - -
discrimination against their country of origin Chinese 56
group is amajor problem, nearly half (48%) Vietnamese 48
say it is a minor problem and 35% say

e Inian w
discrimination is not a problem.

Sy -

Slightly more foreign -born than native -born Japanese B a

Asian Americans see discrimination against

. . . Among U.S. Asians who are ¢
Asian Americans as a major problem.
Native born 51
Education is inversely related to perceptions of Foreign born 0w
discrimination. Among those with a college
degree, about half (52%) say discrimination 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q50. Responses of
know/ Refusedd not shown.

against their country of origin group is a minor
problem and 11% say it is a major problem.
Among those with a high school education or
less, 39% call discrimination a minor problem and 21% call it a major problem.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Perceptions of discrimination vary somewhat across U.S. Asian groups. Chinese and Korean
Americans are mare likely than other U.S. Asians to say that discrimination is either a major or
minor problem. Korean Americans are more likely than other Asian groups to see
discrimination as a major problem.

www. pewsocialtrends .org



101
PEW SOCIAL & DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

Further, a majority believe that being Asian
American makes no difference when it comes
to school admission or hiring and promotion
decisions. About six-in-ten (61%) Asian
Americans say being of their country of origin

What Difference Does Being Asian
American  Make?

% saying being of their U.S. Asian group helps,
makes no difference or hurts when it comes to é

. . H Helps Makes no difference B Hurts
group (such as JapaneseAmerican, Indian
. . . Admission into
American and so forth) makes no difference in schools and o1
admissions to schools and colleges; those with colleges
a different view are more likely to say that it Finding ajob 62
helps (20%) than hurts (12%).5°
Getting a
promotion 14 61 15

Similar percentages say that being Asian
. . . . 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q46a -c. Responses ol
makes no difference when it comesto findinga «now/ Refusedo not shown.
job (62%), while 19% say it helps and 12% say  PEW RESEARCH CENTER
it hurts.

%% The issue of affirmative action in the college admissions process has divided the Asian American community. Last month four

Asian American organizations submitted a brief to the U.S. Supreme Court in which they argued against affirmative action,

arguing th at race -neutral policies are the only way insure that high -achieving Asian American applicants are treated fairly. But

other Asian American groups have long supported affirmative action, arguing that it is needed to insure diversity and fairnes sin
the col lege applications process. For background on the case before the court, (Fisher v. University of Texas) and the views of
different Asian -American organization s, see http://chronicle.com/blogs/innovations/asian -americans -and -affirmative -
action/32649 _ and http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/05/30/asian -american -group -urges -supreme_-court -bar -race -
conscious -admissions

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Whil e some observers talk -about —a Abamboo
ceilingo hinder iAmgricansh e sEnhos@miibns Achd, @ n

to top positions, a majority of Asian Americans  Promotions , by Nativity

say that being Asian makes no difference when o, saving being of their U.S. Asian group helps,

it comes to getting a promotion at work. 60 makes no difference or hurts when it comes to é
Among all U.S. Asians, 61% say being from
their Asian group makes no difference in
promotion decisions once on the job; roughly
equal percentages say being from their Asian Native born >
group helps in getting a promotion (14%) as Foreign born 62
say it hurts (15%).

H Helps Makes no difference B Hurts

Admission into schools and colleges

Finding a job

Native-born Asian Americans are less likely Native born e 9|
than those who are foreign born to see their Foreign born 60
country of origin as a factor when seeking a job
and especially for getting a promotion. A
greater shareof the native born say being of Native born 70
their country of origin group makes no Foreign born
difference when it comes to getting a job or a

promotion. And the native born are less likely JoNZ hsian SAmerican Sy, Qaba e e sponses ol
than the foreign born to say that being of their PEW RESEARCH CENTER

country of origin hurts for getting a job or a
promotion. This pattern differs, however, when
it comes to gaining admission to schools and collegesNative-born Asian Americans, more so
than those who are foreign born, say being of their country of origin group hurts their chances
of admission.

Getting a promotion

58

5 See Jane Hy u nBreaking the Bamboo Ceiling: Career Strategies for As ians . New York: Harper  Business, 2005 .
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Views about the effect of being AsianAmerican on admission into schools and colleges tend to
vary by education level. Those with less education are more inclined to say that being Asian is

an advantage.

College graduates are about equally likely to say

that being of their Asian group helps (15%) or
hurts (16%) admission into schools. Asian
Americans with a high school diploma or less
are more likely to say being of their Asian group
is an advantage (28%) rather than a
disadvantage (7%) in admissions decsions.
About half or more of Asian Americans at any
education level believe it makes no difference
either way.

A similar pattern occurs when it comes to
finding a job. Among college graduates, about
equal percentages say being from their Asian
group helps (15%)as say ithurts (13%) in job
decisions. Those with a high school diploma or
less are more likely to say that being from their
Asian group is an advantage (29% than say it
hurts (11%). However, about half or more of
Asian Americans at any educationlevel saythat
being from their Asian group makes no
difference in getting a job.

When it comes to getting a promotion, college
graduates are more likely to say that being of
their U.S. Asian group hurts (17%) than helps
(10%); 65% say it makes no diffeence. Among

School Admissions, Jobs,
Promotions , by Education

% saying being of their U.S. Asian group helps,
makes no difference or hurts when it comes to é

H Helps Makes no difference B Hurts

Admission into schools and colleges

College grads 64

Some college 63 B
H.S. or less 54
Finding a job

.
o0
H.S. or less 52

Getting a promotion

College grads 65

Some college 67
H.S. or less 50

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q46a
know/ Refusedodo not

College grads

Some college

= =
[N
2808

[N

H S
N
H

-c. Responses ol
shown.
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those with a high school diploma or less, 23% say being of their Asian group helps, 14% say it

hurts and half (50%) say it makes no difference.
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About two-in-ten (19%) AsianAmericans say
they have personally experienced
discrimination because of their Asian heritage
within the past year. One-in-ten (10%) say they
have been called offensive names in the past
year because of their Asian heritage

More younger adults (ages 18 to34) than older
adults (ages 55 and older)have experienced
discrimination and been called offensive
names in the past year.

There is modest variation in experience with
discrimination across Asian groups. About
two-in-ten Chinese, Korean, Filipino and
Indian Americans report experiencing
discrimination in the past year; Japanese
Americans arelesslikely to have experienced
discrimination (9%). And about one -in-ten of
each U.S. Asian group say they have been
called offensive names because of their country
of origin in the past year; among Japanese
Americans, that share is even lower at 4%.

Native- and foreign-born Asian Americans are
about equally likely to experience
discrimination or to have been called offensive
names.

The pattern of results across these measured
both perceptions of and personal experience
with discrimination & suggests thd
discrimination is not a major concern among
Asian Americans. While not precisely
comparable, Pew Research surveys with other

Personal Experience with
Discrimination

% saying they have experienced eachbecause of their
Asian country of origin in the past year

H Personally experienced discrimination
Been called offensive names

. [
U.S. Asians
10

U.S. Asian groups

Chinese

I
10
I 20

12

I o

10
P

10
I

11
I

4

Korean
Filipino
Indian
Vietnamese
Japanese

Uu. sS. who are é

. 19

Native born TR
ative porn 13

Foreign born _9 19

Among Asi ans

I
18-34
15
I o
35-54
10
— R

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q51, 52.
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racial and ethnic minorities show greater concern about group discrimination.
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Surveys by the Pew Research Center and others shvw strong concern about group

discrimination among blacks. For example, in a 2009 Pew Research survey 43% of blacks said

there was fia | oto of diAmericansn3P% sait theverwasasgneeiamds t  Af r i c
16% said there was little or no discriminati on. While not directly comparable to the current

survey, this suggests that, relative to blacks, discrimination is of less concern to Asian

Americans.§1

A similar, though not directly comparable question, asked on a 2010 survey by the Pew
Hispanic Center also suggests that AsianAmericans have less concern than Hispanics about
group discrimination. The Pew Hispanic Center survey asked whether discrimination was a
major problem, aminor problemor not a problem fAin preventing Hi
succeedi ng i n Amer i ¢ aU.SOHidpanicsxd@ldd@iscrinGinhthin sonfajor problem,
24% said it was a minor problem and 13% said it was not a problemé2 Direct comparisons
across surveys rely onidentical question wording due to the effect that sometimes even small
variations in wording can have on responses. In this case, the additional qualifier that
discrimination prevents Hispanics from succeeding in America may change the meaning of the
guestion and so could account for some or all of the differenaes between Hispanics and Asian
Americans.

As with perceptions of discrimination among Asian Americans, Hispanics immigrants are
more likely than those born in the U.S. to say discrimination is a major problem in preventing
Hi spani ¢cs ® s uc maostgaf Hispaniosi sdydhatldigcrimination against their
group was a major problem in schools and in the workplace, according to a 2007 survey by the
Pew Hispanic Center 83

Personal experience with discrimination may also be more common among Hispanics than it is
among Asian Americans. While not directly comparable, a 2010 Pew Hispanic Center survey
found 34% of Hispanics reported that they, a family member or a close friend experienced
discrimination over the previous five years because of thdr ethnic background. Looking at only
personal experiences over a shorter time period, he Pew Research survey of Asiamericans
finds about two-in-ten (19%) saying they have personally experienced discrimination orhave
been treated unfairly in the past 12 months because otheir country of origin.

51 For more details, see Pew Research Center Social & Demographic Trends project. 2010. Bl acks Upbeat mygessut Bl ack P

Pr o s p e Washington, D.C.: January.

62 Lopez, Mark Hugo, Rich Morin and Paul Taylor. 2010. Al ll egal I mmi grati on Bac kalta snhiV@ghingtonj e s , Divides L
D.C.: Pew Hispanic Center, October.

S Pew Hispanic Ce2007dationalB0n@yaf fiatinos: As lllegal Immigration Issue Heats Up, Hispanics Feel a Chill . 0

Washington, D.C.: December.

www. pewsocialtrends .org


http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2010/01/12/blacks-upbeat-about-black-progress-prospects/
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2010/01/12/blacks-upbeat-about-black-progress-prospects/
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2010/10/28/illegal-immigration-backlash-worries-divides-latinos/
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2007/12/13/2007-national-survey-of-latinos-as-illegal-immigration-issue-heats-up-hispanics-feel-a-chill/

106



107
PEW SOCIAL & DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

CHAPTER 4 : IMMIGRATION AND TRANSNATIONAL TI ES

One of the characteristics of the modern wave ofAsian immigration to the United States is that
it has gathered momentum in an era when the biggest sending countrieshave experienced
dramatic economic growth and standard of living gains. Yet the Pew Research survey finds few
Asian immigrants looking back over their s houlders with regret. A large majority (76%) say

that if they had to do it all over again, they would still come to the U.S.; just 12% say they
would stay in their home country and 6% say they would move somewhere else.

Many Asian Americansd both foreign born and native bornd acknowledge the growing
economic power of China and other Asian countries in relation to the U.S., but they
overwhelmingly favor the U.S. over their country of origin on a wide range of measures.

Among themist he Aopporthimaddg; tfoulgley @a3% rate the
while just 5% rate their own country of origin better. By margins nearly as lopsided , Asian
Americans also see the U.S. as offeringnore political and religious freedoms, providing better
conditions f or raising children , and doing a better job of caring for the poor.

On a question about which country has better moral values, survey respondents are evenly
divided. The only measure on which they give the nod to their country of origin over the U.S. is
Astrengt h odfnot Sugmsing irylight df tesfact that 74% of Asian -American adults
are themselves immigrants. Also, 59% of all Asian Americans report that they have immediate
family residing in their country of origin, and 33% say theysent money to people living abroad
in the past year.

Asian Americans born in the U.S. are even more likely than their foreign-born counterparts to
rate the U.S. highly in terms of the opportunity it offers to get ahead; its guarantees of political
and religious freedoms; and the conditions it provides for raising children. At the same time,
the foreign born rank the U.S. more highly in its moral values and its treatment of the poor.

This chapter explores why Asian-American immigrants came to the U.S. and how they feel, in
retrospect, about their decision to migrate. It looks at t he share of respondentswho still have
close family living in their country of o rigin, and the share that sends money to family or
friends in their country of origin . And it examines perceptions of how the U.S. compares with
the respondent 6s csanumber of reanfis, as well asttitudes regardirsy
whether immigrants strengthen or burden the U.S.
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Coming to the U.S.

While the decision to migrate is often fueled by a complex mix of motivations, when immigrant
respondents were asked to name the main reason that they came to the U.S., some 31% say
they came for family reasons, including family reunification . An additional 28% report that
educational opportunit y was their main reason for coming, and about one-fifth (21%) say it
was economic opportunit y. Smaller shares report migrating primarily to escape persecution
(9%) or for some other reason (9%).

Women are far more likely than men to report coming to the U.S. for family reasons (40% vs.
22%), likely due to the fact that many women are migrating to reunite with fami ly members
already in the U.S. Men are more likely than women to report immigrating to the U.S. for
economic reasons (26% vs. 17%) or educational reasons (31% vs. 25%).

Those most likely to say that they migrated for educational reasons are younger and better
educated. Some 37% of respondents ages 18 t84 say so, as do 38% of those with a college
degree or more. This is not surprising, considering that those who migrate for educational
purposes typically come for college, graduate school or professional school. And the relatively
youthful profile of these educational migrants likely reflects that many are still in the midst of

their academic training in

the U.S. What Was the Main Reason You Came to the

u.s.?
Filipino immigrants are

among the most likely to say

%saying é

Family Educational Economic Conflict/

they came to the U.S. reasons  opportunities opportunities persecution N
primarily for family reasons % % % %

. . Foreign born 31 28 21 9 2,684
(43%), while Indian
immigrants are the least Among
; ; 0 foreign
likely to say this (18%). born who
About one-third of Chinese are e
Lo , Chi 37 36 15 5 541
immigrants (36%), Indian ninese
o o Filipino 43 10 34 1 374
immigrants (37%) and Indian 18 37 34 2 517
Korean immigrant s (37%) Japanese 34 26 6 * 230
report that they migrated Korean 27 37 21 3 448

Vietnamese 34 10 11 38 455

primarily for educational
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q65. Based on foreign born. Responses of "Other" and
reasons, bUt Only abOUt one "Don't know/Refused" not shown. Asterisk (*) indicates a share greater than zero

tenth Of Vietnamese but less than 0.5 percent.
. . PEW RESEARCH CENTER
immigrants (10%) and
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Filipino immigrants (10%) say so. Economic opportunity was the primary motivator for about

one-third of Indian and Filipino immigrants (34% each), but it was important to only a handful

of Japanese immigrants (6%). Among the
Vietnamese, 38% cite the desire to escape
persecution in their home country as the
primary reason for migration.

A Pew Research Center survey conducted last
year asked Hispanics a similar question. While
family, education and economic opportunity all
figured promine ntly in the reasons Asians
migrated to the U.S., among Hispanic
immigrants, the primary reason for migration
was unequivocally economic. In the 2011
survey, more than half (55%) of Hispanic
immigrants said as much. Only 9% of Hispanic
immigrants came for educational reasons,
compared with 28% of Asian-American
immigrants. The share of Hispanics who
migrated for family reasons (24%) was slightly
lower than that among Asian-American
immigrants. And 5% of Hispanic immigrants
came to escape persecution or conflt in their
home country.

www. pewsocialtrends

Hispanics More Likely than Asians
to Migrate for Economic Reasons

% saying main reason f

B U.S. Asians U.S. Hispanics

Family

I -
24
Educational - 28
opportunities 9
Economic - 21
opportunities

Conflict/persecution . 9

in home country 5
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q65. U.S. Asians based on
foreign born, n=2,68 4. Responses of "Other" and "Don't
know/ Refused " not shown. U.S. Hispanic results from

November 2011 survey by the Pew Hispanic Center and
based on foreign born or born in Puerto Rico.
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While their reasons for coming to the U.S. in
the first place vary, a large majority of Asian-
American immigrants share the same attitude
about their migration @ if they had to do it
again, three-fourths (7 6%) would still come to
the U.S. Some 2% report that they would
have stayed in their home country, and 6%
would have moved to another country.

Vietnamese immigrants are the most likely to
say they would still move to the U.S. if they
had to do it again, with 88 % reporting so. At
the other end of the spectrum, some 68% of
Korean immigrants and 67% of Japarese
immigrants report as much. Notable shares
alsoreport that they would have stayed in
their home country (23% of Korean
immigrants, 17% of Japanese immigrants).

Like Asian-American immigrants, Hispanic
imm igrants in the U.S. are extremely likely to
report that, were they to do it all over again,

Would You Come Again?

% saying if they could do
_ Move to
| Stay in home country different
Come to U.S. country

Foreign born

12 . 76 6

Among foreign born who are ...

Vietnamese 6 I 88 3
Filipino 7 I 79 8
Chinese 11 l 76 4
Indian 14 . 73 6
Korean 23 - 68 5

Japanese 17 . 67 4

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q66. Based on foreign  born,
n=2,68 4. Responses of "Don't know/ Refused" not shown.
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they would still choose to migrate to the U.S. Some 79% say so, compared with 76% of Asian

American immigrants.

These results should be interpreted cautiouslyd since the survey was conducted only among
those currently living in the U.S., it excludes past Asian immigrants who have chosen to return
to their country of origin. However, return migration is estimated to be lower for Asians than
for other immigrants, and t he naturalization rate d that is, the share of eligible immigrants who
become U.S. citizen$ is relatively high. For more details see Chapter 1.
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Ties to the Country of Origin

Large shares of all Asian Americans still have close family tes in their country of origin. Some
59% report that they have a spousechildren, parents or siblings residing in their country of
origin. The foreign born are much more likely to say thisd 69% versus 28% for the native born.

Among all Asian Americans, at least 60% of
Indian Americans (69%), Viethnamese
Americans (65%), Korean Americans (63%)

Ties to Country of Origin

Sent money in past 12

o i ) Hasclose — months  --------

and Filipino Americans (61%) still have close family in Among those

o . . L. country of w/close family
family living in their country of origin. Just origin  (COO) All in COO
over half (56%) of Chinese Americans have % % %
immediate family still in China, Taiwan or U.S. Asians 59 33 43
another country of origin. Japanese US. Asian
Americans, the majority of whom were born in groups
the U.S., are least likelyto have close relatives ~ '"®a" 69 41 49
in thei f oridi b izabl Viethamese 65 58 70
in their country of origin , but a sizable Korean 63 16 01
minority 0 4190 do. Filipino 61 52 67

Chinese 56 23 30
Remittances, which are transfers of money Japanese 4l 12 16
§ent pack to Fhe country of origin, are one way o)
in which families remain linked Asians who
ar e e
. o 0

transnationally. Overall, one-third (3 3%) of Native born ”g 13 03
Asian Americans report sending remittances to  Foreign born 69 40 46
anyone in their Country of Origin in the paSt 2012 Asian -Amer i can Survey. Q56, 657.

includes a spouse, parents, siblings or children . Respondents

year164 and among thOSE ASianAmericanS WhO were asked if they  sent money to anyone in the country
. . . . f they, their parents or their ancestors came from.

report having immediate family members still

living in the country of origin, this share rises

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

to 43%. Among the foreign born, 40% of all

respondents, and 46% of respondents with close family living in their home country , remitted
in the past year. In comparison, 13% of native-born respondents, and about one-fourth (23%)
of native-born respondents with close family in the home country, did the same.

Viethamese Americans with close family still in Vietnam are very likely to remit, with 70%
reporting that the y sent money in the past year.Filipino Americans are among the most likely

54 This is similar to the share of U.S. Hispanics (36%) who remitted in the prior 12 months, according to a 2008 Pew Hispanic
Center survey.
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to report moving to the U.S. for economic reasons, and the majority (67%) who still have close
relatives in the Philippine s also report remitting money. Sending remittances is less prevalent
among members o other Asian subgroups. Just 21% of KoreanAmericans with close family in
the country of origin sent money in the past year, and 16% of comparable Japanes@mericans
did the same.

Comparing Conditions in the U.S. to Those in the Country of Origin

The survey asked a series of questions regarding whether certain conditions are better in the

US.or in the r espondenindnastottioesemeasyres,dahke U.8. faregduite.

well in comparison to the country of origin. This is particularly so in terms of the opportunity
to get ahead. The U.S. also
ranks well in terms of
political freedoms. In terms Better in U.S. or in Country of Origin?
of moral values, sizable % saying é

shares of respondents favor

_ H Better in country of origin Better in U.S. About the
both the U.S. and their . same
o _ Opportunity to get 5 I — 18
country of origin. When it ahead
comes to the strength of Freedom to express 3 I 69 23
. o political views
family ties, a majority of
. Treatment of the 9 l 64 21
respondents favor their poor
country of origin , and only Condtions for raising 13 . 62 20
children
-in - 0
one-in-seven(14%) Freedom to practice - I > 38
perceives family ties as religion
stronger in the U.S. Moral values of 34 32
society
. . Strength of family 14 26
Given the very different ties
pl‘Ofiles of the countries of 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q54a -g. Responses of "Don't know/ Refused" not

shown.

origin, and the different

histories of the migration

streams from those

countri es, itds no s ur p rthe elativd rdtiagts of thd LS. aanorg r e
people from different countries of orig in. For example, the Viethamese Americansd many of
whom came as refugees from a country gripped by conflict rate the U.S. quite highly
compared with Vietnam. In contra st, Filipino Americans , many of whom are fairly well
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% Native -born Asian Americans were asked about the country of origin of their parents or ancestors.
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educated and who came to the U.S. for
economic advancement, are less likely to state
that the U.S. is better than the Philippines on
these measures

The native born are more likely than the
foreign born to regard the opportunity to get
ahead as better in the U.S. than in their

Hispanic Americans More Positive

About U.S. than Asian Americans

% saying é fAbetter in th

HU.S Asians U.S. Hispanics

ahead 87

o . . 64 .
familiesdéd country of orlTée"’}tmﬁm.oLtorhm perceive

the U.S. as offering more political and religious
freedoms. By contrast, the foreign born are
more likely than their native -born counterparts
to see the U.S. as offering bettermoral values
and better treatment of the poor.

Comparing results to a 2011 Pew Hispanic
Center survey reveals that Hispanic Americans
are more likely than Asian Americans to rate
the U.S. higher than their country of origin on
all comparable measures. This is true in terms
of the opportunity to get ahead, moral values,

Conditions for _ 62

raising children 72
Moral values of - 34
society 44
Strength of family - 14
ties 33

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q54a -d, Q54 g. U.S. Hispanic
results from  November 2011 survey by the Pew Hispanic
Center.
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strength of family ties, conditions for raising children and treatment of the poor.
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Economic Opportunity

When it comes to getting ahead economically,
almost three-fourths (73%) of Asian
Americans state that the U.S. offers better
opportunities than their country of origin. An
additional 18% state that the economic
opportunities are similar in both places, while
only 5% perceivebetter opportunities in their
country of origin.

The majority of respondents from each Asian-
American subgroup say thatthe U.S. offers
more opportunities to get ahead than their
country of origin. The prevalence of this
opinion varies somewhat within these groups,
from 94% of Vietnamese Americans who agree
with the statement to about two -thirds of
Korean Americans (69%), Japanese
Americans (66%) and Chinese Americans
(65%) who agree with it. About one-fifth of
respondents in each of these groups say that
opportunities are similar in the U.S. and their
country of origin.

Native-born respondents are somewhat more

Majority Says Opportunity to Get
Ahead Better in the U.S.

% saying é

M Better in country of origin
Better in U.S.

U.S. Asians g I 73

U.S. Asian groups

Vietnamese 1 | 94
Filipino 3 I 78
Indian 4 I 71
Korean 7 I 69

Japanese 3 I 66
Chinese 8 I 65

Among U.S. Asians who are ...

Native born 2 I 79

Foreign born 6 I 71

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q54d. Responses of
know/ Refused" not shown.
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likely than the for eign born to perceive more opportunities in the U.S. than in their country of
origin. Some 79% of AsianAmericans born in the U.S. agree, compared with 71% of Asian

Americans born outside of the U.S. This pattern is particularly notable among Chinese

Americans; while 82% of the native born agree with this statement, the share drops to 61%
among the foreign born. Significant nativity differences exist among Korean Americans (84%
vs. 66%) and Indian Americans (86% vs. 70%) as well.

U.S. Hispanics are even mae positive than their Asian -American counterparts about the
opportunity to get ahead in the U.S. While some 73% of Asian Americans state that the

opportunities to get ahead are better in the U.S. than in their country of origin, among
Hispanics this share jumps to 87%. One-in-ten (10%) Latinos say the opportunity to get ahead
is similar in both places, compared with 18% of Asian Americans.
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Political and Religious Freedoms

Asian Americans also rate the U.S higher than
their countries of origin in terms of providing
freedoms to express political opinions. Almost
sevenin-ten (69%) state that the U.S. offers a
better environment for this than does their
country of origin. An additional 23% state that
the ability to express political views is similar
in the U.S. and their country of origin. Just 3%
say that freedom to express poltical views is
better in their country of origin.

Vietnamese Americans are by far the most
likely to state that the U.S. offers more
political freedoms than their country of origin ;
fully 94% say as much.This is no great
surprise given that many came tothe U.S. as
political refugees. At the other end of the
spectrum are Indian Americans; some 55%
think that political freedoms are better in the
U.S. than in India, and 35% think that political
freedoms in the two countries are similar.
Filipino Americans have acomparable
perspectived 56% think the U.S. offers more
political freedoms than their country of origin,
and 38% think political freedoms are similar
in the U.S. and the Philippines.

Freedom
Views

% saying é

t

(0]

Express O

H Better in country of origin

Better in U.S.

U.S. Asians 3 I

U.S. Asian groups

Viethamese 1 |
Chinese 3 I
Korean 5 I

Japanese 3 I
Filipino 3 |

Indian 6 I

69

94

77

66
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Among U.S. Asians who are ...

Native born 2 I

Foreign born 4 I

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q54f.

know/ Refused " not shown.
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Native-born Asian Americans are more likely than the foreign born to believe that the U.S.
offers more freedom to voice political opinions (79 % vs. 66%) than thdr country of origin.
Conversely, the foreignborn are more likely to believe that political freedoms are similar in
both places (26%say sq compared with 15% anong the native born). In the case of Japanese
Americans and Filipino Americans, nativity differences are especially pronounced, three-
fourths (75%) of native-born Japanese Americans and Filipino Americans agree that political
freedoms are better in the U.S. than their country of origin, compared with about half (49%) of
the foreign born in each of these groups Among Chinese Americans, including those from
Taiwan and other places, 85% of the native born and 75% of the foreign born say political

www. pewsocialtrends .org



116

The Rise of Asian Americans

freedoms are better in the U.S. than their country of origin. Other U.S. Asian groups do not
have a large enough sample of nativeborn respondents for analysis.

In terms of religious & as opposed to politicald freedom, Asian Americans are a bit less likely to
see the US. as offering liberties beyond those of their country of origin, though about half
(52%) do. Some 38% perceive religious freedom to be similar in their country of origin and in
the U.S.

Once again, ViethameseAmericans are the most likely to state that the U.S. offers more
freedoms than their country of origin (8 7% do). Some 65% of Chhese Americans say the same.
Korean, Filipino and Indian Americans are the
least likely to say that religious freedoms are
better in the U.S. than in their country of

origin . Among Korean Americans, this share is
38%,; it is 37% for Filipino Americans, and

Freedom to Practice

% saying é

) ) W Better in country of origin About
33% for Indian Americans. At least half of Better in U.S. the
respondents from each of these groups state same
that religious freedoms are about the same in us.asians 7 11162 38
the U.S. and their country of origin. U.S. Asian groups

Vietnamese 1 | 87 11
As is the case with political freedoms, the
. . . Chinese 5 I 65 25
native born are more likely than the for eign
born to say that religious freedoms are better sapanese ¢ [fJ11a8 34
in the U.S. than in their country of origin. korean 7 [ 58 53
Some 61% of AsianAmericans born in the U.S. Filipino 10. 37 51
I [

say as much, compared with about half (49%) ndian o . 5 .

of the foreign born.
Perceptions of religious freedom in the U.S. AmongU.S. Asians who are .
versus the country of origin are also associated Native born 6 I 61 27
with religious affiliation. This is likely due, in
part, to the fact that religious affiliation is
linked to Asian-American country of origin SON o Lmenean Suvey. Qe Responses of bont
subgroup. For instance, the plurality (38%) of PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Asian-American Buddhists are Vietnamese
Americans. And like Viethamese Americans,
Buddhists in the survey are very likely to say that religious freedoms are better in the U.S. than

in their country of origin (63% say so). Some 59% of AsianAmericans who are unaffiliated with

Foreign born 7 I 49 41
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a certain religiond about half of whom are ChineseAmericansd state that the U.S. has more
religious freedoms than their country of origin. Some55% of Protestant respondents agreethat
religious freedoms are better in the U.S. than in their home country. Almost half (48%) of
Catholic respondents, 52% of whom are Filipino Americans, perceive religious freedoms as
better in the U.S. than in their country of origin. Another 42% of Catholics think religious
freedoms are similar in both the U.S. and their country of origin. And Hindu respondents, the
vast majority of whom (93%) are Indian American, are the least likely to say that religious
freedom is better in the U.S. than in their country of origin (26% do); this tracks closely with
Indian -American opinion.

Moral Values and the Strength of Family Ties

When it comes to evaluating moral values,
respondents are fairly evenly split as to
whether they are better, worse, or the samein % saying ¢
the U.S.versus their country of origin. About

Moral Values of Society

one-third (34%) think that the moral values of w Better in country of origin About
society are better in the U.S.; 28% think they BetierinU.S same
are better in their country of origin; and 32% U.S. Asians 34 32
think they are about the same in both .
U.S. Asian groups
countries.
Vietnamese 64 15

Once again VietnameseAmericans stand out, Chinese 46 26
this time as the only subgroup in which aclear Korean 37 37
majority (6 4%) perceives moral values as Indian - 42
better in the U.S. than in their country of

- Filipino 20 44
origin. At the other end of the spectrum, only
11% of JapaneseAmericans feel this way, and sapanese  [[TUIINLL 29
about half (51%) perceive maal values as
better in Japan. An additional 29% think Among U.S. Asians who are ...
m.oral Va|l-.l es .a.lre S|m|I.a?r .|n both pla.ces. Native born % "
Sizableminorities of Filipino Americans _
(33%) and Indian Americans (31%) also think Foreign bom = 3

that moral values are better in their countr Yy of 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q54b.  Responses of "Don't
.. . . know/ Refused " not shown.

origin, though for both groups large minorities

(44% for Filipino Americans, 42% for Indian
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Americans) perceive moral values as similar in
their country of origin and th e U.S.
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Foreign-born Asian Americans are somewhat more likely to regard moral values as better in
the U.S. than their country of origin. Some 36% say as much, compared witfB0% of native-
born Asian Americans.

Hispanic Americans are more likely than Asian Americans to perceive the U.S. as offering
better moral values than their country of origin. While 34% of Asian Americans say as much,

for Hispanics, this share rises to 44%. Some 21% of Hispanics state that moral values are better
in their home country, co mpared with 28% of Asian Americans.

Of all the items that Asian-American respondents were asked about, it is in regard to the
strength of family ties that they most favor their country of origin. More than half (56 %) report
that the strength of ties is better in their country of origin; this is hardly surprising, given that
the majority (59%) of respondents still ha ve
close family members living there. About one-
fourth (2 6%) feel that the strength of family

Strength of Family Ties

ties is the same in both places, and only %% % saying ¢é
report that the strength of ties i s better in the
U.S. M Better in country of origin About
Better in U.S. the
same
This is the only measure for which the U.S. Asians 14 26
plurality of Vietham eseAmericans do not U.S. Asian groups
favor the U.S.Instead, some 45% state that the
. . . . . Vi
strength of family ties is better in Vietnam and einamese 2 27
26% say it is better in the U.S. Aboutone- Korean e 26
fourth (2 7%) say the strength of ies is similar Japanese 15 35
in both places. At the other end of the Chinese e 26
spectrum, only 8% of Indian Americans state .
that the U.S. is better for the strength of family
ties, while 69% consider India better in that incian | & 23
regard. Filipino Americans present similarly,
. - o A U.S. Asi h
with 11% perceiving the strength of family ties mong slanswhoare
as better in the U.S. thanthe Philippines and )
. . . . Native born 15 26
64% perceiving family ties as better in the
Foreign born 14 26

Philippines.
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q54c. Responses of "Don't
know/ Refused " not shown.

There are nodifferences by nativity on this
measure.
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U.S. Hispanics are far more likely than their Asian-American counterparts to state that the
U.S. is better in terms of the strength of family ties than their country of origin. While only 14%
of Asian Americans agree with this statement, fully one-third (33%) of Hispanics do. And
conversely, while over half (56%) of Asian Americans consider the strengthof family ties to be
better in their country of origin, this share is 39% for Hispanic Americans. The difference in
response by these two groups likely reflects, in part, the fact that Hispanics have a more
established history in the U.S. and include a lower share (37%) offoreign-born respondents. In
contrast, Asian Americans are predominantly immigrants (59%).

Conditions for Raising Children

Despite some ambivalence about the U.S. context in terms of morals and family ties, the
majority (6 2%) of Asian Americans consider

the conditions for raising children to be better
in the U.S. than in their country of origin. Conditions for Raising Children
One-fifth ( 20%) say that conditions forraising o saying é

children are similar in both places, while a

smaller shared 13%® think s that conditions B Better in country of origin About

are better in their country of origin. Betterin U.S. s;hnfe
] ) . U.S. Asians 13 . 62 20

Viethnamese Americans are the most likely to

state that the U.S. offers a better context to U.S. Asian groups

raise children than their countr y of origin. Viethamese 4 I 84 11

Some 84% say as much The plurality (40%) of Chinese 9 l 69 17

Japanese Americans perceive the U.S. as Korean 0 l & 01

offering better conditions for raising children,

but sizable minorities think that Japan Indian > 2

provides a better environment for this ( 22%) Filipino - 25

or that the conditions are similar in the two Japanese 40 26

countries (26%).

Among U.S. Asians who are ...
Native-born Asian Americans are particularly

upbeat about the prospect of raising children Native born s |l e 19
in the U.S. Two-thirds (67%) feel that Foreignbom 15 . 61 20
conditions are better in the United States than o

. . o 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q54g. Responses of "Don't

in their country of origin. Even among the know/Refused”  not shown.

foreign born, though, a majority (61%) PEW RESEARCH CENTER

perceives the context for raising children as
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better in the U.S. than in their home country. Among Filipino immigrants, this number falls to
37%, while 80% of native-born Filipino Americans are relatively upbeat about raising children
in the U.S.

Hispanic Americans are even more positive than Asian Americans about the prospect of
raising children in the U.S. While 62% of Asian Americans think the U.S. offers a better context
than their country of origin for raising children, this share rises to 72% among Hispanics living
in the U.S.

Treatment of the Poor

In terms of treatment of the poor, almost two-

thirds (6 4%) of Asian Americans saythat the Treatment of the Poor
situation is better in the U.S. than in their % saying ¢
country of origin. About one-fifth (21%)

) - : o b
perceive the treatment of the poor as similar = Better in country of origin Ath(;m
in the U.S. and in their country of origin, and Betierin U.S. same
just 9% believe that treatment of the poor is U.S. Asians 9 . 64 21
better in their country of origin. _

U.S. Asian groups

Once again, ViethameseAmericans are Vietamese 3 I 8 9
especially likely to perceive the U.S. more ingian 7 [ 70 20
favorably than their country of origin, with Korean 7 [ 68 19
86% stating that the poor are treated better in Chinese 8 . 65 22
the United States. In contrast, about one-third o

. . Filipino 6 I 63 28
(32%) of JapaneseAmericans think that the -

. . 25 32

poor are treated better in the U.S. than in Japanese 26

Japan, one-fourth (25%) think they are
treated better in Japan, and about one-fourth
(26%) think they are treated equally in both Native born 11 . 54 23
places. The predominance of native-born
Japanese Americans is likely contributing to

their divergent views on how the U.S. p012 Asian -Amencan Suvey, Qo4a | Fesponses of Tbont
compares to their country of origin. PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Among U.S. Asians who are ...

Foreign born 8 . 68 20

There are nativity differences on this measure,
with 68% of the foreign born agreeing that the U.S. treats its poor better than their countries of
origin do. In comparison, 54% of native-born Asian Americans say the same.
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Hispanics are somewhat more positive than Asian Americans about the treatment of the poor
in the U.S. versus their country of origin. Fully 69% of Hispanics state that treatment of the
poor is better in the U.S.

Which Country Is the Rising Global Economic Power?

The survey also asked respondents who they

think will be tedoeomiwo r | WidosVillBetiaed ¢adig Economic

power a decade from now. About four-in-ten Power in the Future?

(40%) Asian Americans say China will be the % saying é will be the wc
worldoés leading economP%VepBwelr YAH Sy Bfa%™s "9 %
the future, while 41% say it will be the U.S. Other

_ . s :
and 8% name some other country or economic China us nations

power (such as the EuropeanUnion,
Germany, India, Japan and South Korea).

U.S. Asians 41 8

IH
N

w
~

General public 10

Respondents from most subgroups are fairly
evenly split on whether they foresee China or

U.S. Asian groups

. Vietnamese A 23 61 8
the U.S. as |l eading the worldosonomy a
decade from now. The exceptions are Indian 5 45 12
Japanese Americans and Vietnamese

Korean 4 42 5

Americans. Japanese Americans are more
l' i kely to see China as t hCenesayo 4c But ur e
economic power (47% say China, 31% say the
U.S.), while Vietnamese Americans are more
likely to hold the opposite opinion. Fully 61% Japanese
expect that the worl doésoaiduedddsthg 0o EePoReliMoeCnd
"Don't know/R efused" not shown. General public results from

power in the coming decade will be the U.S., April 2012 survey by Pew  Research Center.
while 23% expect that it will be China. PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Filipino

w
N

9

N
w
-

7

There are no notable nativity differences on

this measure. Native-born Asian Americans ar e mor e | i kely to view Chin
economic power (46% say so), whilethe largest share (44%) of the foreign born expect the U.S.

to be the wor | dtOsyeaesfoom nowvirHowevep, €hinese-American immigrants

are more |ikely than those born in the U.S. to st
economic power a decade from now (42% versus 27%).This pattern holds for Korean

Americans and Vietnhamese Americans, as well.
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The judgments of the general public of the United Statesabout t he wor | ddés |
power in 10 yearsare similar to those of Asian Americans. Among the general public, 42%
believe China will be the top economic power, 37% say the U.S. and 10% cite other nations.

Do Immigrants Strengthen or Burden the U.S.?

When given two choices fordescribing the role
of immigrants in the U .S,, the vast majority of ~ Asian American s More Positive

Asian Americans saythat immigrants than General Public About

contribute to the U .S., while a much smaller Immigrants

share say immigrants are a drain. Sevenin- % saying ¢&

ten (72%) agree with the statement that B Immigrants today are a burden on the U.S.

fi mmigrants today streng then the U.S. because they take jobs, housing and health care
i .. Immigrants today strengthen the U.S. because of

because of their hard work and talents, while their hard work and talents

only 17% agree with the statementthat

fimmigrants today are a burden on the U.S. U.S. Asians E

because they take jobs, housing and health General public 8

care. %

Among U.S. Asians who are ...

These opinions are in stark contrast to those
of the general population. In a recent Pew
Research Center survey, about half (48%) of Native born 21 70
the U.S. adult population saythat immigrants
strengthen the U.S., and a somewhat smaller

. 3rd generation
share (37%) agree with the statement that and higher 60
immigrants are a burden.

Foreign born 15 73

2nd generation 73

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q12a. General public results
from January 2012 survey by Pew Research Center for the
People & the Press.  Responses of "Neither/ Bothequally 6 ar

The gap in attitudes between AsianAmericans  fDontknow/ Refused” not shown.
and the general population is not simply PEW RESEARCH CENTER
driven by the fact that Asian Americans are far
more likely to be foreign born. Both native-born and foreign-born Asian Americans tend to
evaluate immigrants as important contributors to the U.S. Among the native born, 70% agree
that immigrants strengthen the U.S., as do 73% of the foreignborn. A difference of opinion
emerges between the second generation (who have at least one immigrant parent) and the
third generation (w hose parents were born in the U.S.).

% 1na201 0 Pew Hispanic Center survey, U.S. Hispanics, who like Asian American s are comp osed largely of first - and second -
generation Americans, reported ve ry similar attitudes, with 7 8% agreeing that immigrants strengthen the U.S. and 13% stating
that they are a burden.
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While 73% of secondgeneration respondents
see immigrants as strengthening the U.S., Immigrants Seen as Strengthening
among the third generation, this share is 60%. U.s.

% saying é

College graduates and those making $75,000 Immigrants today strengthen the U.S. because of
. their hard work and talents

or mo_re a_nnu_a”y are the most |Ike|¥ to B Immigrants today are a burden on the U.S.

perceive |mm|grants as Strengthenlng, as because they take jobs, housing and health care

opposed to burdening, the U.S. More than

three-fourths (78%) of respondents with a U.S. Asians 72

college degree ormore think that immigrants

strengthen the U.S. About two-thirds (68%) of U-S. Asian groups

those with some college education and 63% of Indian H 83
those with a high school diploma or less share

this opinion. An almost identical story plays Vietnamese ®
out in terms of income. Nearly eight-in-ten Korean .
(79%) of those with incomes of $75,000 or

more think that immigrants strengthen the Filipino 0
U.S., compared with 70% of those with Chinese .
incomes of $30,000 to $74,999. About two-

thirds (67%) of respondents earning less than Japanese 61
$30,000 annually think that immigrants

Strengthen the US 2012 Asian  American Survey. Ql12a. Responses of

"Neither/ Both equally ¢ a nDibn't&now/ Refused" not shown.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
In all Asian-American subgroups, the majority

agrees that immigrants strengthen the U.S.

through their hard work and talents. Indian Americans are especially likely to agree with this
statement, with 83% saying asmuch. Even among JapaneseAmericans, with their large share
of native-born respondents, some 61% agree that immigrants strengthen the U.S.

Asians in the U.S. and in Asia

The Pew Res e &omhiit@GesProgat Bas done extensive polling throughout the
world, including in some of the nations from which U.S. Asian immigrants have come. The
results of this research provide a window into the attitudes and beliefs of Asians who have not
emigrated and how they compare with those of Asians living in the U.S.%7

57 For the 2012 Asian -American survey, ¢ lassification into U.S. Asian groups (e.g., Indian American, Chinese American) is based
on self -ident ificatonof eachr espondent 6s fispecific Asian group. o0 Those who identified
classified based on the group with which they sai d tihdeeyntfi fy most. o

www. pewsocialtrends .org

wi th


http://www.pewglobal.org/

124

The Rise of Asian Americans

Intergenerational Mobility : Polling in the U.S.

and among Asian publics from 2012 suggests Intergenerational Mobility among
that Asian Americans have experienced greater Asians in the U.S. and in Asia
economic mobility than their counterparts still % saying their current s

living in their countries of origin. Respondents Pettero than their paren
were asked to compare their current standard

of living with that of their parents when they o

were at a comparable age®® Among Indian Indian Americans - 55 ’s

Americans, 55% say their standard of living is Indian public 30

much better than their parentsd“was at a similar
age. The share of adults living in India who say _ .

the same is much smaller (30%). chinese Americans - > 18

Chinese public 39
Similarly, while a majority of Chinese

Americans (57%) say ther standard of living is Japanese Americans “ 33
much better than their parents?©d , onl y 39%

of the Chinese public says the same? A similar Japanese public 15

pattern can be seen when comparing Japanese

Americans with Japanese adults in Japan_ Data for Indian Americans, Chinese Americans and Japanese
Americans are from the 2012 Asian -American survey. Q10.

Japanese Americans are about twice as ||ke|y Data for the Indian, Chinese and Japanese publics are from

surveys conducted in those countries in 2012 by the Pew

as Japarese adults to say their current Research Cent etiidesPBeabbal At
standard of living is much better than their PEW RESEARCH CENTER

parentsdé was at a comp (]
15%).

Belief in Hard Work: Asian Americans are strong proponents of hard work. Overall, 69%

believe most people who wantto getaheadca make it i f theyoére willing
only 27% say hard work and determination are no guarantee of success for most people. In this

regard, Asian Americans express a stronger belief in the value of hard work than does the

broader American public.

Looking at specific country of origin groups, the shares of Indian Americans, Chinese
Americans and Japanese Americans who believe hard work can lead to success are somewhat

% There was a slight difference in question wording between the 2012 As ian - American survey and the 2012 Global Attitudes
Survey. The Asian -Amer i can survey asked: fiCompared to your parents when they were the
Attitudes survey asked: fACompared to your parentsowhé® they were the same age

“Results from the Chinese survey are based on a disproportionately urban samp
is 50% urban). The sample represents roughly 64% of the adult population.
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higher than the shares of Indians, Chinese and Japanese living in those counties who say the
same.’® While 59% of Japanese Americans say hard work leads to success, only 40% of
Japanese adults living in Japan agree. Among Chinese Americans, 61% say hard work leads to
success, while only 45% of Chinese adults in China agree. Strong ajorities of Indian

Americans and Indian adults in India believe hard work is the key to getting ahead.
Nonetheless there is a gap in opinion between the two groups: 75% of Indian Americans vs.
67% of Indian adults in India say hard work leads to success.

Parenting Styles: Wh et her i tds a myth or a reality, Asian
as strict and demanding parents. Overall, 62% of Asian Americans believe most American

parents do not put enough pressure on their children to do well in school. Their views of their

own approach to parenting are quite different. Very few Asian Americans (9%) say parents

from their country of origin put too little pressure on their children to do well in school.

Rather, they believe parents from their country of or igin put about the right amount of

pressure (49%) or too much pressure (39%) on their children.

The pressure on children to succeed may be even more intense in Asian countries. In 2011,
68% of adults in China said parents in that country put too much pres sure on their children to
do well in school. This compares with 42% of Chinese Americans who say Chinesémerican
parents put too much pressure on their children. Similarly, in 2006, 59% of Japanese adults
said parents in Japan put too much pressure on their children to do well in school. This
compares with 25% of Japanese Americans who sayhe same this year about Japanese
American parents.

Among Indians and Indian Americans, there is not a significant gap in the share saying that
parents put too much pressure on their children to succeed. In 2011, 24% of adults in India
said parents in their country do not put enough pressure on their children to do well in school.
By contrast, 7% of Indian-American adults say the same about parents from their country of
origin group.

Views on Homosexuality : Overall, the American public has become much more accepting of
homosexuality in recent years. Currently, among all U.S. adults, 56% say homosexuality should
be accepted by society, while 32% say it should be discouragd. The views of Asian Americans

" There was a slight difference in question word ing between the 2012 Asian -American survey and the 2012 Global Attitudes

survey. Both surveys asked respondents to choose the statement that came closer to their own views. For the Asian -American

survey, the statements were fA(l) aMeatd paopmakwho twardt ttheydete willing to work
wor k and determination are no guarantee of success for most people. 0o For the
Most people can succeed if they are willing to work hard [OR] (2 ) Hard work is no guarantee of success for
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are similar: 53% say homosexuality should be accepted by society, and 35% say it should be
discouraged.

The balance of opinion on this issue is much different in several large Asian nations. In recent
years, strong majorities in South Korea (77% in 2007), China (61% in 2011) and India (58% in
2011) have said homosexuality should be discouraged by society, while fewer than onén-five
in each of those countries said homosexuality should be accepted. The gaps betweerhese
Asian publics and their counterparts living in the U.S. are quite wide. *

The Japanese public expresses more tolerant views on homosexuality, and as a result their
opinions are more closely aligned with those of Japanese Americans. In 2011, 55% of Jagnese
adults living in Japan said homosexuality should be accepted. This compares with 68% of
Japanese Americans in the 2012 AsianAmerican survey.

National Conditions: Most Asian immigrants say they came to the U.S. for family reasons,
educational opportunities and economic opportunities. Some 43% say they are satisfied with
current conditions in the U.S. 8 a much higher share than the general public (21%).

Looking at Asian publics, satisfaction with national conditions varies widely. Adults living in
China are highly satisfied with conditions in that country. In 2012, fully 82% say they are
satisfied with the way things are going in their country today. Recent economic growth in
China is undoubtedly tied to these high levels of satisfaction. By comparison, Chinese
Americans are less satisfied overall with conditions in the U.S. (41% are satisfied with the way
things are going in the U.S.).

India, too, has experienced dramatic economic change in recent years. The Indian public is less
positive about conditions in India: 38% are now satisfied with the way things are going in their
country, and 59% are dissatisfied. Among Indian Americans, 47% are satisfied with conditions
in the U.S.

The Japanese public has a more negative view of conditions in their courtry. Only 20% of
Japanese adults now say they are satisfied with the way things are going in Japan. By
comparison, Japanese Americans are more satisfied with conditions in the U.S. (36%are
satisfied).

™ There was a slight difference in question wording between the 2012 Asian -American survey and the 2011 and 2007 Global
Attitudes Surveys. Both surveys asked respondents to choose the statement that came closer to their own views. For the Asian
American survey, t he Homoaexualityshotldsbe aceepted byisociety 0 a fAHbmosexuality should be discouraged
by society. 0 For the Global Attitudes survey, the statements were fiHomosexuality isa  way of life that should be accepted by
society 0 and fiHomosexuality is a way of life that should not be accepted by society. 0
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The Worl dés Leadi nWherEAsianmpuoblics &r P oavelked t o name t he
leading economy, the U.S. generally comes out on top. According to the most recent Global

Attitudes survey (2012), pluralities in China (48%) and India (37%) say the U.S. is now the

worl dés | eadi ng econ epublicisevenlyeplit overwhieh colirdrphas e s

the worlddés |l eading economy: 45% Americamsaret o t he U. S
similarly divided over which countinthesane20lzhe wor | d
Pew Global Attitudes survey, 40% of all American adults saythe U.S. is the leading economic

power, and 41% say China is the leader. The views of the Japanese public and the American

public have changed significantly in this regard. In 2008, 52% of Japanese adults said the U.S.

was the leading economic power, while only 19% chose China. Among American adults, in

2008, 46% chose the U.S. and 26% chose Chin&?

In the 2012 Asian-American Survey, Asian Americans were asked to predict which country will

be the worl doés Iwerd@yeansgronenove Owenall, they givide about equally

between the U.S. (41%) and China (40%). Japanese Americans stand out in this regard: A
plurality believes China wil!/ be the worldébés | ead
Vietnamese Americans a majority believes the U.S. will be dominant.

The Worl dbés L e adlh20bl, gbhbaprespopdentsavere also asked about the

potential for China to eventually replace the U.S
on this matter is divided across Asian publics. Chinese adults are the most likely to say their

country wil | surpass the U.S. and become the leading superpower (57%). Adults in Japan are

more skeptical about Chinadés future. Among Japane
eventually replace the U.S. as the worldés [ eadin
happen. In India, fully half of respondents had no opinion on this matter. Of those who did

express a view, most say that China either would replace the U.S. as the leading superpower or

that China had already done so.

This question was not included on the Asian-American survey, So no comparisons are
available.

2 For further analysis of the U.S. image abroad, see Pew Global Attitudes Project. 2012. AGl obal Opinion of Obama Slips,
International P o \Washinigtens D.G=:duné. t e d . 0
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CHAPTER 5: FAMILY AN D PERSONAL VALUES

Asian Americans have a distinctive set of values and behaviors when it comes to parenthood,

marriage and career. Compared with the U.S. population as a whole they are more likely to be

married, and Asian-American women are lesslikely to be unmarried mothers . They place

greater importance than the general public on career and material success, and these values

are evident in their parenting norms. About six -in-tensay most Amer i can parents
enough pressure on their children to do well in school; only 9% say the same about parents

from their own Asian heritage group.

Marriage and family are of central importance to virtually all Americans, regardless of th eir

ethnic or racial background. But in recent decades, sweeping social changes have transformed

the institutions of marriage and parenthood. A smaller share of adults in the U.S. are married

(51% now, down from 69% in 1970), more babies are being born outside of marriage (41% in

2009, up from 11% in 1970),73 and fewer children are being raised by two married parents

(63%in 2010, down from 82% in 1970).1 n most of these realms, todayéb
particularly the foreign born 9 represent something of a throwback; their behaviors resemble

the patterns that prevailed before these changes in American society took hold.

Asian Americans and the overall American public are in broad agreement that parenthood and

marri age are at the top of the |list of fAthe most
career success, homeownership and helping others in need trail &r behind. However, while the

rank order is similar, Asian Americans place a higher level of importance on each priority

compared with the general public.

Within the Asian -American population, there are a few key differences between immigrants
and those born in the U.S. Foreign-born Asians place a higher priority on marriage,
homeownership and career success than do their nativeborn counterparts. Indian Americans
stand out from other Asian Americans for the emphasis they place on being a good parent.
Viethamese Americans stand apart from other groups in the value they place on
homeownership and career success.

3 Chapter 1 report s that in 2010, 37% of all American wom en who gave birth in the previous year were unmarried. That figure

is based on data from the 2010 Am  erican Community Survey (ACS). The 41% figure reported here represents the share of births

to unmarried mothers and is based on data from the National Cent er for Health Statistics ( NCHS) for 2009.  The discrepancy

between the two numbers ( 37% vs. 41%) is attributable to at least two factors: The ACS data includes 18 - to 44 -year -old

women, while the NCHS data includes 15 - to 44 -year -old women. In addition, NCH S derives its marital status data from birth

certificates (recorded at the time of birth) ,whilethe ACS uses the motherdés marital status t@te the ti me o
after the birth).
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In addition to exploring
Asi an Amer i can s ffeGYadklatl @soritiésn@ian Americans vs.

priorities, this section will General Public

look at their views on % saying each is fAone of the most
appropriate parenting and

the influence parents should mU.S. Asians General public Gap
have over their adult . _ o7 17

children. The image of the good?;:llrr:e%? ”

Asi an American Atiger momo

may be overbioun, but a oo [

T . . successful
majority o f Asian Americans marriage 34

guestion whether most _ -

. Owning
American parents put a home 20 12
enough pressure on their

children to do well in school. Helping others _ 28

And a solid majority of Asian in need 20
Americans say parents

Being successful _ 27
should have at least some in a high -paying o 1
influence over their adult career
childrendos choice oﬁaving&tpo-zo o
and career. of free time 10

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q19a -g . AGapod was computed aft
What Matters Most in public results from January 2010 survey by the Pew Research Center. The question
wording varied slightly from one survey to the other.

Life? PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Survey respondents were
asked how important each of six aspects of live is to them personally’* Asian Americans place
the highest priority on being a good parent. Abouttwo-t hi rds (67 %) say t

hi's

i s

important thingso in their |ives, and an additional

of the most i mportant things. o Only 5% say

inot i mportanto to them personally.

A similarly worded question was asked of the general public in a 2010 Pew Research survey.
The public also ranked being a good parent the top priority. However, a smaller share (50%)
said this was one of the most important things in their lives. An additional 44% of American

adults said being agood parent was very important to them but not the most important thing.

" The full list in the Asian  -American survey included seven items. The item that asked respondents how much importance they

bei

place on Aliving a very religious |ifeo was held for future release.
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There are similar gaps between U.S. Asians and the general public on all of these items. Part of
this may be a result of slightly different question wording. 7> However, the gaps may also be
attributable to cultural differences between Asian Americans and the general public that
influence the way in which respondents from each group answer this type of question.

When it comes to marriage and parenthood, the gap in attitudes between Asian Americans and
the general public may also reflect different patterns of behavior in these realms. Overall,
Asian-American children are more likely than all American children to be growing up in a
household with two married parents. According to data from the 2010 American Community
Survey, 80% of AsianAmerican children age 17 or younger wereliving with two married
parents. This compares with 63% of all
American children. In addition, only 15% of
the Asian-American women who gave birth in ~ Being a Good Parent

the previous year were unmarried. This % saying being a good pal
compares with roughly 40% of women giving P mportant thingso in thei
birth among the general public.

U.S. Asians 67

Among U.S. Asians, Indian Americans are
more likely than others to say that being a

U.S. Asian groups

good parent is one of the most important Indian _ 8
things in their lives (78%). Chinese Americans . _
) Vietnamese 71

(57%) and Japanese Americans (59%) are
somewhat less likely than other Asian Filipino _ 69
Americans to rank this as a top priority.
Whether an Asian American was born in the Japanese _ 59
U.S. or outside of the U.S. does not have a
significant impact on the priority placed on Chinese _ 57
parenthood. Asian immigrants and U.S.-born _ _

. . i 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q19d.
Asians are equally likely to say thatbeing a PEW RESEARCH CENTER
good parent is one of the most important
things in their lives.
s While these questions are comparable, they are not identical. There was a slight wording change between the version of th e
question that was asked in the 2010 Pew Research survey of the general public and the version asked on the 2012 Asian -
American survey. For each item, Asian -American respondents were asked the foll owing: Als that o
inyourl i fe, or very important but not one of the most important things, or somew
gener al public survey, respondents were asked, ils that one of tthee most i mpor
most,s o mewhat i mportant, or not important?0 The wording change is minor, but it

the gaps in opinion between Asian Americans and all American adults should be interpreted with caution.
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After parenthood, Asian Americans place the

highest priority on having a successful How Important Is Marriage?

marriage. Just over half (54%) say this is one % saying having a succes:
of the most important things in their lives. An most important thingso il
additional 32% say this is very important but

(¢,
N

not one of the most important things to them. U.S. Asians
Among U.S. Asian groups, those of Indian,

. . U.S. Asian groups
Korean and Vietnamese heritage place a

higher value on marriage than do the other Indian _ 64
three U.S. Asian groups.
Asian immigrants place a greater degree of Vietnamese _ 61

importance on marriage than do Asians born

in the U.S. Fully 57% of foreign-born Asians Filipino _ 51

rank having a successful marriage as one of _
Japanese 46

their top priorities, while 47% of native -born

Asians give it the same ranking. Chinese _

Compared with all American adults, Asian 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q196.

Americans place more importance on

marriage. Among the general public, only

about one-third (34%) say having a successful marriage is one of the most important things in

their lives. On average, AsianAmerican adults are more likely than all U.S. adults to be

married. In 2010, 59% of all Asian-American adults were married, compared with 51% among

the general public. Among U.S. Asian groups, Indian-American adults are the most likely to be

married (71%), while Japanese Americans are the least likely (53%).

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Homeownership, Career Success, Altruism and Leisure

Parenthood and marriage are the top two priorities for both Asian Americans and the general
public. After those is a second tier of items outside of the realm of family: homeownership,
career success and helping others in need. Roughly onghird of Asian Americans (32%) say
that owning their own home is one of the most important things in their lives. An additional
36% say this is very important to them but not one of the most important things. One -quarter
(26%) say this is somewhat important, and 6% say it is not very important.
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When compared with the general public, Asian
Americans are more likely to place The Value of Homeownership
homeownership near the top of their list of life % saying owning their owl

goals. Among U.S. adults, 20% say that owning ' MPortant thingso in thei
a home is one of the most important things in
their lives U.S. Asians _ 32

) ) ) U.S. Asian groups
Vietnamese Americans are more likely than

any other U.S. Asian group to place ahigh Vietnamese

priority on owning a home. Roughly half indian _ 36

N
©

(49%) say owning their own home is one of the
most important things to them. By contrast, Filipino

only 21% of Japanese Americans and 24% of Corean _ 28
Chinese Americans say the same.

Chinese _ 24
As a group, Asian Americans are less likely
than all U.S. adults to own their own home Japanese - 21
(58% vs. 65%). Among Asian immigrants,
those who arrived in the last decade are much
less likely to be homeowners than those who
emigrated before 2000. In spite of this gap in

homeownership, these two groups of immigrants are equally likely to say that owning a home
is a top priority for them.

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q19g.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Many Asian Americans also value career success. Overall, 27% of U.S. Asians say being
successful in a high-paying career is one of the most important things in their lives. F our-in-
ten (39%) say this is very important but not one of the most important things. Some 27% say
career success is somewhat important to them, and 6% say it is not important. The general
public places significantly less importance on career success. Amog all U.S. adults, only 9%
say being successful in a highpaying career or profession is one of the most important things
in their lives.

The drive for success is particularly strong among foreign-born Asian Americans. Roughly
three-in-ten (29%) rank being successful in a highpaying career as a top priority, and 41% say
this is very important to them though not one of the most important thi ngs in their lives. By
comparison, 19% of U.S:born Asians say career success is one of the most important things in
their lives, and an additional 35% say it is very important.
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Across U.S. Asian groups, Viethamese
Americans (42%) place the highest priority on
career success. Japanese Americans are more
in line with the general public on this measure:

Asian Americans and the Drive to
Succeed

% saying being successful in a high-paying career or

. . . . profession is é in their

12% rate being successful in a highpaying
career as a top priority (as do 9% ofall U.S. = One of the most important things
adults). Very important but not one of the most

Net
When it comes to helping others in need, 28% Asian a
of Asian Americans say this is one of the most immigrants 0
important things in their lives. An additional U.S.-born - y
44% say this is very important to them but not Asians
the most important thing, and 26% say this is Gf)rl‘jebrlf‘c' H 36 45

somewhat important. Only 2% say this is not

important to them. Compared with the genefa| 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q19a. General public results
. . . from January 2010 survey by the Pew Research Center. The

DUb“Cy Asian Americans are SomEWhat more question wording varied slightly from one survey to the

likely to place a high priority on helping others '

in need (20% of all American adults say this is

one of the most important thing s in their

lives).

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Views on this are fairly consistent across U.S. Asian groups, with one exception. Chinese
Americans are somewhat less likely than other Asian Americans to say helping other people in
need is one of the most important things in their liv es (17%).

Finally, respondents were asked how much importance they place on having lots of free time to
relax or do things they want to do. Relative to the other five life goals included on the list, free
time ranks at the bottom for Asian Americans (and near the bottom for the general public).
One-in-five Asian Americans (20%) say this is one of the most important things in their lives,
an additional 37% say this is very important but not one of the most important things, and 36%
say it is somewhat important. Only 6% say having enough free time is not important to them.

Among all American adults, 10% say having lots of free time is one of the most important
things in their lives and 43% say it is very important to them but not the most important.

There is some variance on this measure across U.S. Asian groups. Korean Americans (30%)

and Viethamese Americans (29%) are more likely than other Asian Americans to place a high
value on having free time. By contrast, only 15% of Chinese Americans say having freéme is
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one of the most important things to them. Filipino (19%), Indian (19%) and Japanese
Americans (18%) are closer to the Chinese in this regard.

How Trusting Are Asian Americans?

When it comes to trusting other people, the views of Asian Americans are similar to those of
the general public. Respondents were asked to answer a classic social science question:

ifGenerally speahkhiynghawomodtypeople can be trusted
careful in dealing with people?0 Overall, 36% of
trusted, while a 56% majority says you canb6t be t
the general public, 35% of American adults said most people can be trusted and 61% said you
canbét be too careful i —dealing—with people
(slightly higher than the share of Asian Asians More Trusting than
Americans who say that). Hispanics
% saying é
The views of Asian Americans regarding social
trust are in sharp contrast to those of H Can't be too careful in dealing with people
Hispanics. Among Hispanics, only 12% say Mostpeople can be trusted
they believe most people can be trusted. An U.S. Asians m ”
overwhel ming 86% majority says y ot be
too careful in dealing with people. Within the General public 35
Asian-American population, immigrants and o
those born in the U.S. express similar levels of V.S Hispanics “12
trust. Within the Hispanic population, 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q20. Responses of
immigrants are less trusting than the native el e e et 2010 Survey e pey
born. Fully 89% of Hispanic immigrants say Feculs fom November 2011 survey by the P~ e Hispanic
you canot be too carefuil in dealing with people;

81% of U.S-born Hispanics say the same.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www. pewsocialtrends .org



136

The Rise of Asian Americans

The level of social trust Asian Americans
express is remarkably consistent across U.S. Asia n Americans and Social Trust
Asian groups, with one exception. Filipino % saying é

Americans are less trusting than any other

0,
group. Only 23% say most people can be B You can't be too careful in dealing with people

trusted, and 73% say YO Usu&ipedpdtdivetRs®a t 00 caref ul

dealing with people.
U.S. Asian groups

Parenting, Pressure and Children: Indian 42
How Much Is Too Much?
Japanese 40
Amy Chua set off a swirl of controversy last _
. Chinese 39
year with her Wall Street Journal essay
entitl ed, AWhy Chinese Mo#ubur s peri or .
The article was excerpted from book,
fBattle Hymn of the Tiger Mother, 6 i n wh jVigngnese 36
she details her strict approach to parenting . _
. . Filipino 73 23
and her unwillingness to accept anything short
Of academiC exce"ence from her Children' 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q20. Responses of
and fADonodt know/

Chua contrasted her approach to parenting iother/Dependso
with the more nurturing, accepting approach PEW RESEARCH CENTER
taken by most Western parents.

The opinions of Asian Americans suggest that they,too, see a major gap between their own
approach to parenting and the approach taken by most American parents. Survey respondents
were first asked whether, on the whole, they think American parents put too much pressure on
their children to do well in scho ol, not enough pressure, or about the right amount of pressure.
A strong majority of Asian Americans (62%) say American parents do not put enough pressure
on their children. An additional 23% say American parents put about the right amount of
pressure on their children. Only 9% say they put too much pressure on their children to do well
in school.

Later in the survey, respondents were asked about the approach taken by parents from their
country of origin or ancestral background. Chinese respondents were asked about Chinese
American parents, Koreans were asked about Korean American parents, and so onWhile
roughly half of all Asian Americans (49%) say that parents from their Asian group put about
the right amount of pressure on their children to do well in school, a large minority (39%) says

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Asian-American parents put

too much pressure on their Asian Americans Say American Parenting Style
children. Only 9% say they Is Too Soft
put too little pressure on % of U.S. Asians saying (American parents/Asian -American parents) put
their children. € pressure on their children to do
. . ® Not enough Too much Right
Views on the parenting styles 9 amount
of Americans and Asian American
Americans do not differ parents 62 9 23
significantly by gender or American parents
. from your 39 49
parental status. Attitudes do country of origin
diﬂ:er: however, by 2012 Asian -American Survey. Q17, 53. In Q53 respondents were asked about
. . parents from their country of origin group (Chinese -American parents, Korean
educatlonal attainment. American parents, etc.). Those who did not provide a country of origin were asked

about i As i-Americanpa rents. Responses of ADonodt know/ Re

When thinking of the
amount of pressure most
American parents put on
their children to do well in school, Asian Americans with a college degree are much more likely

than those with no college education to say most
on their children (66% of Asian -American college graduates say this, comparedwith 50% of

those with a high school diploma or less).

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

In addition, Asian -American college graduates are more likely than those who have not
attended college to endorse the approach taken by parents from their own country of origin.
While roughly half ( 51%) of AsianAmerican college graduates say parents from their country
of origin put about the right amount of pressure on their children to do well in school, only
43% of Asian Americans with no college experience share this view.

U.S.-born Asian Americans are more critical of most American parents than are their foreign -
born counterparts. Among Asian Americans who were born in the U.S., 71% say most
American parents do not put enough pressure on their children to do well in school. This
compares with 59% of foreign-born Asian Americans. And when it comes to their own
parenting, U.S.-born Asian Americans have a somewhat more positive view of the approach
taken by parents from their own Asian group than do those born outside the U.S. Some 56% of
U.S.-born Asian Americans say parents from their ancestral background put the right amount
of pressure on their children. Among foreign -born Asian Americans, that share is 46%.

Across U.S. Asian groups, opinion is fairly consistent with regard to the way Americansraise
their children. About half or more of each group say most American parents do not put enough
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pressure on their children to do well in school, while very few say American parents put too
much pressure on their children. Indian Americans are more likel y than other Asians to say
American parents are too easy on their children (71%).

There is much less agreement about the pressure that AsianrAmerican parents place on their
children. Filipino Americans and Japanese Americans are more likely than other gro ups to say
that parents from their own country of origin put about the right amount of pressure on their
children to do well in school. In fact, majorities from each group (64% of Filipinos and 60% of
Japanese) say parents from their group take the right gpproach with their children.

The balance of opinion is quite different among most other U.S. Asian groups. A solid majority
of Korean Americans (60%) say Korean-American parents put too much academic pressure on

their children; only 30% say
they put the right amount of
pressure on their children.
Among Vietnamese
Americans, 49% say
Viethnamese-American
parents put too much
pressure on their children,
while 35% say the amount of
pressure is about right.

Indian Americans and
Chinese Americans are more
evenly divided. Roughly
four-in-ten from each group
say parents from their
country of origin put too
much pressure on their
children. At the same time,
roughly half from each group
say these parents put about
the right amount of pressure
on their children.

Asian Americans Evaluate their Own Approach
to Parenting

% saying parents from their countr
children to do well in school
= Not enough Too much Right
amount
U.S. Asians n 39 49
U.S. Asian groups
Korean 60 30
Vietnamese 49 35
Indian 43 49
Chinese 42 48
Japanese 25 60
Filipino 22 64

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q53. Respondents were asked about parents from

their country of origin group (Chinese -American parents, Korean  -American parents,
etc.). Those who did not provide a country of origin were asked about iAsi-an
American parents . ®Responses of fADondt Know/ Refusedo n

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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The Scope of Parental Influence

For many Asian Americans, parental influence extends beyond pushing their young children to
do well in school. Two-thirds of Asian Americans say parents should have at least some

c hi
over

influenceo v er a
influence

Survey respondents were asked how much
influence, if any, parents should have in

their

choi
dods

débs career

chil

ce
choi

and
ce

nearly as

of spouse.

Should Parents Influence their

choosing a childoés profkesbkiloanos Caneeof Cwor k.
Overa”, 17% Of AS|an Amel’icans Say the % s a y in g parents shoul d r
parents should have dathegt poffssionbgisedfwprk nceo i n thi
regard, and an additional 49% say parents
should have fisome inaAfluence. 0"ARougPTey o0 Ree
in-four say parents should not have too much
influence in choasienjamdy a UsAiaps| kNS pr o 4% s 66
9% say parents should have no influence at all.

U.S. Asian groups
Asian Americans with adult children, for Korean 8. 75
whom this may be less of a hypothetical Indian = 63
guestion, are more likely than those who do
not have children to say parents should have Filipino a4 67
some influence over careerchoices. About Chinese 49 66
two-thirds (68%) of parents with children ages
18 and older say parents should have at least Vietnamese s6 62
some influence over what profession a child Japanese H 51 59
chooses. This compares with 58% of those
with no children. Among U.S. Asians who are ...

Native born H 47 55
Asian Americans who have graduated from -

: Foreign b 20 49
college are somewhat more likely than those oreignbom 0
without a college degree to say parents should _ _ i
. i 20_12A5|an-_Amer|can Survey. Q22a. i Ne
have some influence over the career choices prior to rounding.
their child makes & 70% of colleges graduates ~ PEW RESEARCH CENTER
and 62% of non-college graduates say parents
should have a lot of influencear some influence over their child
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Perhaps the biggest gap in opinion on this measure of parental influence is between foreign
born and native-born Asian Americans. Those who were born outside of he U.S. are much
more likely than those born in the U.S. to say parents should have some influence on their

chil dbébs choice of pr of-mdes As@amimroigrants saypparersfshowcb r k.  Sev
have a lot of (20%) or some (49%) influence. By contrast, 55% of U.S-born Asian Americans
say parents should have at least some influence in this regard (8% a lot, 47% some)This
pattern is consistent within the Chinese -American community with a higher share of the
foreign born saying parents should have ©me influenceover t heir chil ddés career
However, among JapaneseAmericans and Filipino Americans, there is no significant
difference between the native born and foreign born on the question of parental influence over
career decisions.”®
Across US. Asian groups, KoreanAmericans
are more likely than other Asians to say Should Parents Influence their
parents should have at least some influence Children6s Choice of
overt heir chil dds c-areer %cstpoi tge 9ar €M s esehoul d |
quarters say parents should have a lot (229%) ' heir childos spouse
or some (53%) influence. JapaneseAmericans = A lot Some Net
are less likely than other U.S. Asians to say
parents should have influence over their U.S. Asians 61
childrenés career choices (8% say a ot, 51% say
some). U.S. Asian groups

Korean 55 75
Respondents were also asked .how mu;h Viethamese o6
influence parents should have in choosing a
childés spouse. Overall, 6Bt Asi 64
Amerlc?ans say parents should haye at least Chinese 5 o0
some influenced 17% say a lot of influence, and
45% say some influence. Women are Filipino 38 58
somewhat more likely than men to say parents Japanese ﬂ - s
should have some influence o r thei chil doés
choice of a spouse (65% of women vs. 58%f

2012 Asian -Amer i can Survey. Q22b. fNi

men).

Asian Americans who have grown children are

prior to rounding.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

more likely than those without children to say

8 Subsample sizes did not allow
(Indian, Korean and Vietnamese).

for foreign born vs. native born comparisons for three of the six major U.S. Asian groups
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a person should be influenced by his or her parents when it comes to choosing a spouse (66%
vs. 54% say parents should have at least some influence). Aboubne-in-five parents with
children ages 18 and older say they should have a lot of influence. This compares with only 12%
of those with no children.

Once again there is a substantial gap in opinion between foreignborn and native-born Asians

regarding the scope of parental influence. Asian immigrants are much more likely than their

US-born counterparts to say that parents should ha
choice of a spouse (65% of foreign born vs. 49% of native born).

There are significant differences across U.S. Asian groups as well. Korean Americans are more

|l i kely than other Asians to say parents should ha
spouse (75% say a lot of or some influence). Japanese Americans are the least tiky to say

parents should have influence in this area; about half (48%) say parents should have a lot of

influence or some influence.
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CHAPTER 6: POLITICAL AND CIVIC LIFE

More so than the general public, Asian Americans prefer an activist government, approve of
President Obamads job performance, are satisfied
with the Democratic rather than the Republican Party. However, their political views are

similar to those of the general public on two high-profile social issuesd homosexuality and

abortion.

When it comes to participation in the political process, Asian Americans are also distinctived

but for a different reason. Because about threein-ten Asian American adults are not citizens

and are therefore ineligible to vote, the groupobs
public. According to the Pew Research survey, about half ofAsian Americans say they voted in

the 2008 presidential election. By contrast, 67% of allU.S. adults say they voted that year,
according to the U.S. Census Bureaubs Current Pop

This gap disappears, however, on norelectoral measures of civic and community engagement.
Some 44% ofAsian Americans say they have worked on a commuity problem over the past
year, compared with 38% of the general public that says the same, according to Pew Research
surveys.

This chapter explores attitudes about the directi
performance, political affiliation and ideology. It also looks at participation of Asian Americans

in voting and in civic life. It provides breakdowns among the six largest Asian country of origin

groups; among the native born versus the foreign born; citizens versus non-citizens; and

wherever appropriate by party affiliation and demographic characteristics.

" This figure excludes those who gave no response; all adults includes non -citizens and other s ineligible to vote.
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Direction of the Country

About four -in-ten (43%) Asian Americans are
satisfied with the direction of the country,
about half (48%) are dissatisfied and the
remainder have no opinion. By contrast, just
21% of the U.S. general public are satisfiecand
three-quarters (75%) are dissatisfied,
according to a January 2012 Pew Research
survey.

Views about the direction of the country are
strongly associated with partisanship. Asian-
American Democrats are more satisfied than
either Republicans or independents. The same
pattern occurs among the general public.

On average, foreignborn Asian Americans are
more likely than the native born to be satisfied
with the direction of the country (46% vs.
32%). And recent immigrants are more likely
than those who arrived before 2000 to be
satisfied with the direction of the country (58%
vs. 41%).

Among the U.S. Asian groups, Vietnamese
Americans are more satisfied with the
direction of the country than are other U.S.
Asian groups. Filipino Americans and

Satisfaction with Direction of U.S.
% saying they are é with the way things are going in

this country today

M Dissatisfied Satisfied

U.S. Asians 43

General public

~
N
[y

U.S. Asian groups

|4
Vietnamese 56
Korean 48
Indian 47
Chinese “ 41
Japanese 36
Filipino 30
Among U.S. Asians who are ...
Native born 32

Foreign born

I
IS
IS
(2]

-
w
N

Republicans
Democrats 45 49
Independents 51 39

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q6. Responses of "Don't
know/ Refused" not shown. General public results from
January 2012 survey by the Pew Research Center for the
People & the Press.
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JapaneseAmericans are less satisfied with the direction of the country than are other country
of origin groups. Chinese Americans fall in the middle , with 41% satisfied and 49% dissatisfied
with the direction of the U.S. As with Asian Americans as a whole, ChineséAmericans who
were born in the U.S. are less satisfied than Chinese immigrants with the direction of the
country (28% to 44% among foreign-born Chinese Americans).
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Presidential Job Approval
Obama Job Approval

A 54% majority of Asian Americans approve of % Saying they approve of the way Barack Obama is
. . . . handling his job as president
the job Barack Obama is doing as president,

29% disapprove and 17% have no opinion. US. Asians _ 54
Compared with the general public, Asian General public - 44
Americans aremore likely to approve of _
President Obamads job p&7¥™mance. Among
the U.S. general public, 44% approve and 48% Indlian _ o5
disapprove.
As expected, opinion about Oba_b

. . . Korean 54
performance is strongly associated with
partisanship. About three -quarters (77%) of Vietnamese _ 53
Asian-American Democrats approve of
Obamads | ob ,pmpafedwitman c e Ch'”ese_52
27% among Republicans and 51% among Filipino - 43
independents.

Among U.S. Asians who are ...

Differences across the six U.S. Asian groups

. . Native born _ 55
are modest, with more approving than
di sapproving of Obamads j@,r@gnbcpne_ f
all but one Asian group. Filipino Americans
are split evenly with 43% approving and 43%
di sapproving of Obamads pgegut}‘ncaonsr Job

K
27

approval is higher among Indian Americans
(65% approve) than it is for the other five U.S. Democrats
Asian groups.

Independents 51

Native- and foreign-born Asian Americans are . . .
2012 Asian -American Survey. Q7. General public results from

i January 2012 survey by the Pew Research Center for the
about equally likely to approve of the e e e

presidentds job perf or paB&®icenter

7
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Political Party and Ideology Party Identification

Asian Americans tilt more to the Democratic % saying their party identificationis €

than the Republican Party. About half (50%) of m Republican/Lean Rep Democrat/Lean Dem
Asian Americans identify with or lean toward

. . . . U.S. Asians 50
the Democratic Party, 28% identify with or
lean toward the Republican Party, and about a General public 49
fifth (22%) do not lean to either party. U.S. Asian groups

] Indian 65
The general public also tilts toward the
D : Japanese 54
emocratic Party, but not as strongly. Among

the general public, 39% are Republicans or Chinese 49
Republican leaners, and 49% are Demaocrats or Korean 28
Democratic leaners.
There is some variation in partisan leanings Vietnamese 36
among U.S. Asiangroups. Filipino Americans Among U.S. Asians who are ..
and Vietnamese Americans are evenly divided
. . . . y . Native born 54
in partisanship. Four -in-ten (40%) Filipino
Americans are Republicans or independents Foreign born 49
who lean to the Republican Party, 43% are
Democrats or independents who lean to the Ven g
Democrats. However, as with U.S-born Asians
overall, native-born Filipino Americans tend to Women >
identify with or lean to the Democrats (52% do
so, compared with 35% who identify with or 18-34 55
lean to the Republicans).

publicans) 35-50 50
Among Vietnamese Americans, 35% identify 55 and older 46
with or lean to the Republicans, 36% identify
with or lean to the Democrats, and .about U'S. citizen -
three-in-ten (28%) do not lean to either party.
Vietnamese Americans who are registered to NotU.S. citizen 1

vote are somewhat more Ilkely to be 2012 Asian -American Survey. PARTY, PARYLN. Those who

H . H refused to lean are not shown. General public results from
RepUbllcan! however, among thIS group, 47% February 2012 survey by the Pew Research Center for the
identify with or le an to the Republicans, 32%

People & the Press.
. . . PEW RESEARCH CENTER
identify with or lean to the Democrats , and

21% do not lean to either party.
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Indian Americans are the most Democratic-leaning of the six U.S. Asian groups. Nearly two
thirds (65%) of Indian Americans identify with or lean to the Democrats, while 18% identify
with or lean to the Republicans.

The tendency to identify with the Democratic more so than the Republican Party is stronger
among younger than older Asian Americans. Among those 18 to 34, 55% identify or lean to the
Democrats and 24% to the Republicans. Among those 55 years and older, 46% identify with or
lean to the Democrats, 32% to the Republicans.

On the other hand, younger Asian Americans are more likely than older adults to be
independents, suggesting that partisan ties among youngerAsian Americans are relatively
weak. Among those 18 to 34 years old, 42% identify as independents, 31% as Democrats and
14% as Republicans. This compares with 24% identifying as independents among those 55
years and older, 36% as Democratsand 23% as Republicans.

Partisan affiliation is roughly the same for Asian -American registered voters as it is for all

Asian Americans. Among the registered, 32% are Republican or independents who lean to the
Republicans, 52% are Democrats or independerts who lean to the Democrats. Among those
who are not registered, 29% are Republican or lean to the Republicans and 44% are Democrats
or lean to the Democrats.
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In keeping with their partisan leanings, Asian
Americans tilt more toward liberal than
conservative. Among all U.S. Asians, 31%
describe their political views as liberal, while

Political Ideology
% saying their political views are é

Cons ervative Mod erate  Lib eral

% % %
0 i 0
24% say they are conservative and 37% say || ¢ adians 24 37 a1
they are moderate. General public 34 37 24
Among the general public, ideology tilts in grfdpASSia”
the opposite direction; 34% are conservative,  chinese 21 39 31
24% liberal and 37% moderate. Filipino 33 42 20
Indian 18 39 37
. . Japanese 28 36 29
YoungerAgan .Amerlcans.(18 to 34 years) Korean 33 30 20
are especially likely to be liberal (39%). Some  \jictnamese 19 34 34
17% of youngerAsian Americans are
conservative, and 35% are moderate. Older 22:2:3 Us.
Asian Americans, ages 55 and older, aresplit  who are ¢
more evenly across ideological groups with Native born 26 35 33
30% conservative, 25% liberal and 35% Foreign born 2 38 30
moderate. Men 24 40 29
Women 24 35 32
Differences between men and women on
ideology are modest. 18-34 17 35 39
35-54 24 41 28
] o o ] 55 and older 30 35 25
There is some variation in ideological
leanings among U.S. Asian groups.Those of U.S. citizens 26 37 30
Indian , Vietnamese and Chineseorigin are Not U.S. citizens e a8 34
more likely to be liberal than conservative. _
. . Registered voter 28 36 31
Japanese Americans and Korean Americans Not registered 18 39 31
are Sp“t evenly between liberals and 2012 Asian -American Survey. | DEO. Responses o0
Conservatives Flllplno Americans are more know/ Ref usedo Registeresl mdudes those who say
' they are "absolutely certain” they are registered. Not
H H 0, H registered includes responses of "P robably registered, but
likely to be conservative (33%) than liberal chance has lapsed~ ' Not registersd » Abon
(20%) and those who are not citizens. General public results from

February 2012 survey by the Pew Research Center for the
People & the Press.
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In addition, a 55% majority of Asian
Americans prefers a more activist
government, meaning one that provides
more services, while 36% prefer a smaller
government that provides fewer services.

By contrast, 39% of adults in the general

public prefer a government that provides
more services while 52% prefer a smaller
government that provides fewer services.

Asian American men and women diverge in
their views on this subject. About six-in-ten
(61%) Asian-American women prefer an
activist government, and 30% prefer a
smaller government. Among men, about half
(49%) prefer an activist government, 42% a
smaller government. This pattern also occurs
among the general public.

Among U.S. Asian groups,Japanese
Americans are evenly divided in their views
about the role of government (43% prefer a
smaller government, 41% a more activist
one). This pattern holds for both native - and
foreign-born Japanese Americans.
Vietnamese Americans and Korean
Americans are the most lopsided in their
preference for an activist government.

Views on Government

If you had to choose, would you rather have a smaller
government providing fewer services or a bigger
government providing more services?

Smaller gov @,
fewer services

Bigger gov @,
more services

% %
U.S. Asians 36 55
General public 52 39
U.S. Asian groups
Chinese 39 50
Filipino 36 58
Indian 40 49
Japanese 43 41
Korean 26 68
Vietnamese 22 69
Among U.S. Asians
who are ¢é
Native born 44 48
Foreign born 33 57
Men 42 49
Women 30 61
18-34 36 58
35-54 40 51
55 and older 29 57
U.S. citizens 38 52
Not U.S. citizens 27 64
Registered voter 39 50
Not registered 32 61

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q13 . Responses of i
know/ Ref us edo .Registered inatusles those who say

they are "absolutely  certain" they are registered. Not

registered includes responses of "P robably registered, but
chance has lapsed,”" Not registered," fADont
and those who are not citizens. General public results from

January 2012 survey by the Pew Research Cent er for the

People & the Press.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Civic Participation

More than four -in-ten (44%) Asian Americans
say they have worked on a community
problem in the past year. In the general
population, 38% say they have done so

On average, those born in the U.S. are more
likely than immigrants to have worked on a
community problem in the past year. Asian -
American immigrants who arrived before
2000 are more likely than recent immigrants
to have done so.

Asian Americans with higher family incomes
are more likely than those with lower incomes
to have worked on a civic problem (51% versus
38%).

Civic involvement is about the same across
gender and age groups.

There are modest differences in civic
involvement among U.S. Asian groups; nearly
half of Filipi no Americans and Indian
Americans have worked on a civic problem
(48% and 47%, respectively) While 39% of
Chinese Americans have worked on a civic
problem, there is a sizable difference in civic
involvement between native- and foreign-born
Chinese Americans; 48% of U.S-born Chinese
have worked on a civic problem, compared
with 35% of Chinese immigrants.

www. pewsocialtrends

Civic Involvement

% saying they have worked with other people from
their neighborhood to fix a problem or improve a
condition in their community in the past year

U.S. Asians
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U.S. Asian groups
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$75,000 and above
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Under $ 30,000
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2012 Asian -American Survey. Q26a . General public results
from July 2011 survey by the Pew Research Center for the
People & the Press.
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The survey also asked
respondents to specify
whether these kinds of civic
activities come from
involvement with civic or
religious organizations or
both. Their responses
suggest a mix of involvement
in both kinds of
organizations. Overall, more
Asian Americans report
working on a community
problem through a civic
organization (22%) than
through a religious
organization (7%), while
more than one-in-ten have
done both (13%).

Christian Asians in the U.S.
(including Protestants,

151
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Civic Involvement by Religious Affiliation

In the past 12 months, have you worked with other people from your
neighborhood to fix a problem or improve a condition in your community,

or el sewhere, or haven6t you done
---------- Have done through  ----------
Yes, have Civic org. Relig. org. Both civic
done only only and relig.
% % % %

U.S. Asians 44 22 7 13

Among U.S. Asians

who are &

Protestant 49 14 16 18
Evangelical 51 10 20 20
Mainline 48 18 11 16

Catholic 48 21 9 18

Buddhist 39 22 4 12

Hindu 43 24 5 13

Unaffiliated 38 28 1 6

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q26a -b.For iHav e
iNei ®hambdonidt know/ Roeshaws.e d 0

d o n e ,otrdspommses@th

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Catholics and other Christians) are more likely than Buddhists or the religiously unaffiliated to
have worked on a community problem.

For the most part, those who have worked on a community problem are more likely to have
done so through a civic organization than exclusively through a religious organization. The
exception to this pattern occurs among evangelicals. Among evangelical Protestants10% have
worked through a civic organization, twice as many (20%) have worked through a religious
organization, and an additional 20% have worked through both kinds of organizations.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Voting Participation

Citizenship is, of course, a prerequisite for
formal participation in the U.S. political
system. As noted earlier, 70% of adult U.S.
Asians are either U.S-born or naturalized
citizens, according to the American
Community Survey conducted by the U.S.
Census Bureau. Among those who are foreign
born, 59% of U.S. Asians are naturalized
citizens.

The Pew Research survey findghat 54% of
Asian Americans are regstered to vote and
that half (50%) report voting in the 2008
presidential election.

Native-born Asian Americans are more likely
than those who areforeign born to be
registered to vote and to have voted in 2008.

Compared with the general public, fewer Asian
Americans report being registered to vote or
having voted in 2008 , adifference that stems
largely from lower rates of voter eligibility
among Asian immigrants. Native-born Asian

Registration

% saying they are registered to vote

U.S. Asians

I

5

Among U.S. Asians who are ...

Native born

Foreign born

Voting

~
o

% saying they voted in the 2008 presidential election

U.S. Asians

I

[0]

Among U.S. Asians who are ...

Native born

Foreign born

2012 Asian -American Survey.

respondents who are native born or U.S. citizens were asked
these questions (those less than age 20 were also excluded

from Avotingo

44

REGA, PVOTEO8A . Only

because they

percentages shown here are based on total sample.

Registered includes those who
certain" they are registered.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

say they are "absolutely

wer e

Americans are about equally likely as citizens in the general public tobe registered. Sevenin-
ten (70%) native-born Asian Americans say they are registered to vote. Among the general

public, 71% are registered’®

8 General public results from December 2011 survey by the Pew Research Center, Social & Demographic Trends project. Based

on total.
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Asian-American citizens, whether native born
or foreign born, are about equally likely as
citizens in the general public to be registered
to vote. Fully 72% of Asiart American citizens
are registered, compared with 75% of citizens
in the general public.

Asian-American citizens were a bit less likely
than the general public to turn out for the
2008 presidential election, however. Among
Asian-American citizens, two-thirds (66%)
report having voted in the 2008 presidential
election. Severntin-ten (70%) of the general
public said in other Pew Research surveyshat
they voted in the 2008 election.”®

There is modest variation in voting
participation across U.S. Asian groups. About
three-quarters or more Japanese American
citizens, a majority of whom are native born,
are registered and report having voted in
2008. Among Vietnamese-Americans citizens,
nearly two-thirds are registered and report
voting in 2008.

Among U.S. citizens, native-born and foreign-
born Asian Americans are about equally likely
to be registered and to havevoted in 2008.

Voting Participation

% of U.S. citizens who are registered to vote, voted in
2008 presidential election

H Registered Voted 2008

U.S. Asians _6 72

6

J—— 75

Gener al 70
U.S. Asian groups
Japanese TN 51
P 76
Filipino
Indian

Korean

Chinese

vietmamese TN o4

63

Among U.S. Asians who are ...

I 7o

68

) Dl
F b
oreign born 65

Native born

2012 Asian -American Survey. REGA, PVOTEOS8A . Based on
those who are U.S. born or citizens, n=2,660 . General public
results for registered from December 2011 survey by the

Pew Research Center and for voted 2008 from September

2011 survey by the Pew Research Center for the People &

the Press.

A General public figure for registered based on all U.S.
citizens. General public figure for voted 2008 asked of all
U.S. residents and therefore it includes non -citizens.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

" The percentage of the general public that is registered to vote is based on all U.S. citizens. The percentage of the general

public that vo ted in 2008 was asked of all U.S. residents and therefore inc

general publicarenot U.S.citizen s, according to
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In keeping with the Democratic leanings of
Asian Americans, those voting in the 2008
election were more likely to have picked the
Democratic Party candidate. In 2008, 63% of
Asian Americans voted for Obama, 26% for
Republican John McCain.8 In the general
public, 54% report voting for Obama, 35% for
McCain.8t U.S. Asian groups

Voted for Obama 2008

% of those voting in 2008 who report voting for
Obama

U.S. Asians

(<]
w

General public

Indian
Obamads support was stronge Scfiesd
Americans; 84% of Indian -American voters
chose Obama, to just 6%who say they voted
for McCain. A majority of voters of Chinese,
Japanese and Korean heritage voted for Filipino
Obama over McCain in 2008. Filipino - Vietnamese
American voters were more closely split 50%
for Obama, 39% for McCain. McCainfared
better among Vietnamese Americans; 48%
voted for him to 43% for Obama. Foreign born

Japanese

Korean

(o]
w

Among U.S. Asians who are ...

Native born

cnI
= o
®

N
o

Republican/Lean Rep

Democrat/Lean Dem 90

2012 Asian -American Survey. PVOTEO8B. Based on those
who voted in 2008, n=1,772 . General public results from
September 2011 survey by the Pew Research Center for the
People & the Press.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

8 The exit polls conducted by Edison Med ia Research for the National Election Pool in 2008 found 62% of Asian American s voted
for Obama, 35% for McCain and 3% voted for some other candidate or gave no answer.
81 The official vote tally was 53% for Obama, 46% for McCain.
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Should Homosexuality Be
Accepted or Discouraged by

Views o n Social Issues

_ _ R _ Society? _
Asian Americans 6 vi ews about homosexwuality
. . . % sayin é
are similar to the views of the general public. ’ y g
Overall, 53% of Asian Americans say = Discouraged Accepted

homosexuality should be accepted by society,

and 35% say it should be discouraged. 0-S- Asians -
General public 56
U.S.-born Asians are much more accepting of LS. Asian groups
homosexuality than are Asian immigrants. Japanese 08
Among the native born, 76% say Filipino 63
homosexuality should be accepted. This Chinese -
compares with 46% of the foreign-born Asian Indian 49
Americans. Vietnamese 48
Korean 40
As is the case with the general public, young Among U.S. Asians who are ...
Asian Americans are more accepting of Native born 6
homosexuality than are older generations. Foreign born 46
Among Asian Americans ages 18 td@4, fully
two-thirds (67%) say homosexuality should be Men 51
accepted. Those ages 35 to 54 are less Women 56
accepting (53% say homosexuality should be
accepted). Among those ages 55 and older, 18-34 67
39% say homosexualityshould be accepted, 36-54 53
while half (49%) say it should be discouraged. 55 and older 39
Views differ somewhat gcross U.S..As.ian Unaffiiated %5
groups. JapaneseAmericans an.d Filipino Catholic =
Americans are the most accepting of Buddhist &i
homosexualityd more than six-in-ten of each
group say homosexuality should be accepted. Hindu -
Korean Americans are the least accepting Protestant -
40% say homosexuality should be accepted Evangelical -
Mainline 49

while 55% say it should be discouraged.
Chinese Americans fall in the middle. As with

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q82.

Responses of

"Neither/ Both equally 6 a nDbn'tknow/ Refused" not shown.
General public results from January 2012 survey by the Pew
Research Center for the People & the Press.

Asian Americans asa whole, however, Chinese
Americans born in the U.S. are more accepting

. . . . PEW RESEARCH CENTER
of homosexuality than are Chinese immigrants
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(85% of native-born and 46% of foreign-born Chinese Americans say homosexuality should be
accepted by society).

Acceptance of homosexuaity is also closely tied to religious affiliation. Asian Americans who
are not affiliated with a religion are among the most accepting. Fully 69% of unaffiliated Asian
Americans say homosexuality should be accepted. At the opposite end of the spectrum are
evangelical Protestants, only 24% of whom say homosexuality should be accepted. A solid
majority of evangelicals (65%) say homosexuality should be discouraged. AmongAsian
Americans who are Buddhist or Hindu, narrow majorities say homosexuality should be
accepted. Among Catholics, the balance of opinion is more toward acceptance: 58% say
homosexuality should be accepted and 30% say it should be discouraged.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Views on Abortion Do You Think Abortion Should Be

Legal or lllegal?

Survey respondents were also asked about % saying ¢é
their views on abortion. About half (54%) of
Asian Americans say abortion should be legal

in all or most circumstances, and 37% say it 0 Asians -
should be illegal. U.s. AT, WO S,
abortion are similar to those of the general U.S. Asian groups
public. Among all adults in the U.S., 51% say Japanese 68
abortion should be legal in all or most cases, Chinese G
and 43% say it should be illegal. Indian 58
Korean 45
Younger Asian Americans are mare likely than Filipino a1
older Asian Americans to say abortion should Vietnamese 40
be legal. And U.S:born Asians are more likely Among U.S. Asians who are ...
than immigrant Asians to say abortion should Native born 66
be legal. Men and women hold similar views on Foreign born 51
abortion.
Men 53
As is the case with views on homosexuality, Women -
opinion about abortion is closely linked to
rellglogs aff.lllatlon. Eyangellcal Protefstant. and 18.34 %
Catholic Asian Americans are especially likely %554 -
to say abortion should be illegal. (The same
pattern is found among white evangelical > and older =
Protestants in the general public.) A strong
majority of Asian Americans who are Buddhist Unaffiliated g
or Hindu or who have no religious affiliation Hindu 64
say abortion should be legal in all or most Buddhist 59
circumstances. Protestant 37
Evangelical 28
Mainline 50
Catholic 38

2012 Asian -American Survey. Q83. Responses of "Don't
know/Refused" not shown. General public results from
November 2011 survey by the Pew Research Center for the
People & the Press.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

M |llegal in all/most cases Legal in all/most cases
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APPENDIX 1 : SURVEY METHODOLOGY

Asian Americans constitute a growing, but still rare populat ion. According to the 2010 U.S.
Census Asian Americans constitute 5.6% of the U.S. population (and 5.5% of adults 18 years of
age and older). The AsianrAmerican population is dispersed throughout the country, although
about half live in the Western region. Many Asian Americans are recent immigrants from
multiple countries with differing native tongues who like ly have difficulty completing a public
opinion survey in English. Although the Asian -American population is quite diverse, the six
largest Asian subgroupsd Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Vietnamese, Korean and Japanesé
represent 84.9% of all U.S. Asian adults82

Despite these challenges, the Pew Research Center 2012 AsiaAimerican Survey was able to
complete interviews with 3,511 AsiartAmerican adults 18 years of age and older living in the
United States from a probability sample consisting of multiple sample so urces that provided
coverage for approximately 95% ofthe Asian-American population. The survey was conducted
in all 50 states, including Alaska and Hawaii, and the District of Colu mbia. The survey was
designed not only to represent the overall Asiarn-American population but also the six largest
Asian subgroups (who each represent 0.4% to 1.3% of the adult U.S. population). Interviews
were completed with 728 Chinese, 504 Filipinos, 580 Asian Indian s, 515 Japanese, 504
Koreans, 504 Vietnameseand 176 Asiars of other backgrounds.

Respondents who identified as fAsi amo, lmdian,Asi an Ame
Japanese, Koreanor Vi et nameseo0 were eligible to complete
those who identified with more than one race and regardless of Hispanic ethnicity. The

guestion on racial identity also offered the following categories: white, black or African

American, American Indian or Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander.

Classification into U.S. Asian groups is basedonselfi dent i fi cati on of responde
Asian group.0 A s i a nnamed m this epen-ended question werefi C hesenFilipino,

Indian, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese, or of some other Asian backgroundd Respondentsself-

identified with more than 22 specific Asian groups. Those who identified with more than one

Asian group were classifiedbased on the group with which they identify most. Respondents

who identified their specific Asian group as Taiwanese or Chinese Taipei are classified as

Chinese-Americans for this report. See the questionnaire for more details.

82 Based on the 2010 Ameri  can Community Survey.
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Interviewing was conducted from Jan . 3 to March 27, 2012 by Abt SRBI. Interviews were
conducted in English as well asCantonese, Hindi, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin, Tagalog and
Vietnamese. After taking into account the complex sample design, the average margin of
sampling error for the 3,511 completed interviews with Asian-Americans is plus or minus 2.4
percentage points at the 95% level of confidence. The following table shows the sample sizes
and margins of error for different subgroups of Asians in the survey:

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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Margins of Error

Plus or minus

percentage
Group Sample size points
U.S. Asians 3,511 2.4
U.S. Asian groups
Chinese 728 54
Filipino 504 6.7
Indian 580 6.4
Japanese 515 4.9
Korean 504 6.2
Vietnamese 504 5.8
Among U.S. Asians
whoare €
Men 1,697 35
Women 1,814 3.2
18-34 848 5.3
35-54 1,356 3.6
55 and older 1,215 3.8
College graduate+ 2,070 3.1
Some college 522 6.9
H.S. or less 898 4.7
Native born 815 55
Foreign born 2,684 2.7
Arrived 2000 -2012 733 5.3
Arrived before 2000 1,915 3.2
Religion
Christian 1,599 35
Protestant 860 4.8
Evangelical Prot. 489 6.2
Mainline Prot. 369 7.3
Catholic 702 5.3
Buddhist 526 6.1
Hindu 333 7.8
Unaffiliated 844 5.2

2012 Asian -American Survey. The margins of error are
reported at the 95% level of confidence and are calculated
by taking into account the average design effect across 16
questions.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Sample Design

The sample design aimed to address the low incidence and diversity of the AsiarAmerican
population while still achieving a probability -based sample by employing multiple sampling
frames, including landline and cell phone random -digit -dial (RDD) samples and a sample of
previously identified Asian households. In addition, to complete a sufficient number of
interviews with the lowest incidence U.S. Asian groups,et hni ¢ name based
Filipino , Korean, Japanese and Viethamese households maintained by Experian were used??

RDD Geographic  Strata

_ _ _ _ Sample Sources
Since the number of Asian Americans in

) ) ) ) Number of
national landline and cell RDD frames is quite interviews
low, the landline and cell samples were Landline RDD sample

. .p . Geographic strata 333
geographically stratified to improve the List gstrzta
efficiency of the interviewing , where phone Filipino 226
numbers in areas with higher Asian-American Japanese 324
incidence were selected at a higher rate than Korean 338

. . _ Viet 339
phone numbers in areas with lower incidence. einamese
The differential selection rates were taken into Cell phone RDD sample 466
account in the weighting, which is described Recontact samples
later in this section. Muslim American  screening 881
Other Pew Research /Abt SRBI

] o surveys 604
The landline and RDD frames were divided
. . . Lo Total interviews 3,511
into six stratum according to their incidence of

. . . . 2012 - r Sur .
net Asian Americans and Asian American L Al SAmeriean suvey
. PEW RESEARCH CENTER

subgroups based oncounty-level estimates
from the U.S. Census Bureaubs American

Community Survey (2007 to 2009 multi -year estimates). Counties werefirst grouped by the
incidence of Asian Americans as follows Highest Density (35% and above) Higher Density
stratum (incidence 15% to 34.99%), High Density stratum (incidence 8% to 14.99%), Medium
Density stratum (incidence 4% to 7.99%), Low Density stratum (incidence 1.5% to 399%) and
Lowest Density stratum (incidence under 1.5%).

8 Experian is a commercial database company that uses an analysis of first and last names to identify households likely to
include a person or persons of a given ethnicity. For more see the section on list stratum below.
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Then, an additional step was taken to
see if counties should be reassigned to  Dual Frame RDD Geographic Strata and

higher density strata if they have a Coverage of the Asian American
relatively high density of one or more of ~ Population
the Asian subgroups. However, this Net Asian Americans Incidence
step resulted in only minimal revisions Stratum N % %

P o ] _y ) Highest density 705,762 4.6 35% and above
to the initial stratif ication. Only four Higher density 3.889.356 255 15 t0 34.99%
counties in the U.S. have Japanese High density 3,596,562 23.6 8 to 14.99%
incidence greater than 3%(they are all ~ Medium density 3,686,022 24.2 4107.99%
, . . . Low densit 2,650,525 17.4 1.5 t0 3.99%
in Hawaii 8 Honolulu, Kauai, Maui, and owdensity 0S99

. . . Lowest density 708,111 4.6 <1.5%

Hawaii counties) ; these were assigned 15.236.338 100

to the Highest Density stratum. Only American Community Survey 2010,

three counties have Korean incidence PEW RESEARCH CENTER

greater than 3%; two were already in

the Higher Density stratum (Fairfax

Co., VA and Bergen Co., NJ)and the third (Howard Co., MD) was reassigned to the Higher
Density stratum due to the relatively high incidence of Koreans. Two counties have Vietnamese
incidence greater than 3% (Santa Clara Co. and Orange Co., CA)oth of these were already in
the Highest Density stratum. The Low, Medium, High, Higher, and Highest Density strata

cover 95% of all net Asians in the United States.

In the Lowest Density Stratum, the incidence of Asian Americans is less than 15%. In order to
keep costs contained, counties in this stratumd which are home to approximately 4.6% of alll
Asian Americansd were excluded from the landline and cell RDD samples. Asian Americans
living in the Lowest Density stratum were still partially covered by the recontact and list
samples.

Based on previous PewResearchstudies with English and Spanish interviewing, the incidence

of self-identified Asian Americans is approximately 1.5% in national landline RDD samples and

3.1% in national cell RDD samples.To determine how best to allocate interviews across the

landline and cell frames, these estimates along with additional analysis of Asians encountered

in the screening for Pew R&uneygwerehugedto &stinbatetheMus | i m A
expected incidences of Asian Americans in each strata in both the landline and cell RDD

frames. Based on these expected incidences,60% of the RDD sample was allocatedto the cell

RDD frame and 40% to the landline RDD frame. In the final sample of completed RDD

interviews, 58% were from the cell frame and 42% were from the landline frame.

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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List Strata

To reach the desired target of 500 completed interviews in each of the six largest U.S. Asian
subgroupsd Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Japanese, Korean and Viethamesé the fresh RDD and
recontact samples were supplemented with listed samples based on ethnic names. Because of
the size of the U.S. Chinese and Asian Indian populations, list samples based on ethnic names
were only needed for the other four subgroupsd Filipinos, Japanese, Korean and Vietnamese.
In total, the list samples were used to complete interviews with 226 Filipinos, 324 Japanese,
338 Koreans and 339 Vietnamese.

The list sampleswere constructed from a commercial database of households where someone

in the household has a namecommonly found in that Asian subgroup. The lists were prepared

by Experian, a commercial credit and market research firm that collects and summarizes data

from approximately 113,000,000 U.S . households. The analysis of names was conducted by

Ethnic Technologies, LLC, a firm specializing in multicultural marketing lists, ethnic

identification software, and ethnic data appending services. According to Experian, the

analysis uses computer rulesfor first names, surnames, surname prefixes and suffixes, and
geographic criteria in a specific order to ident.i
preference.

Such listed samples are fairly common in survey research but when used alone they do not
constitute a representative sample of each Asian subgroup and the probabilitythat a given
household belongs to one of these lists is not known.By combining these lists with the landline
RDD frame, however, the lists can be used as components of a probaility sample using
statistical procedures that have been developed to incorporatethese types oflisted samples
into probability -based surveys. The procedure implemented for this study involves obtaining
the entire list maintained by Experian for listed landline households for Filipinos (n=140,163),
Japanese (n=211,672)Koreans (n=164,710)and Vietnamese (n=274,839). These four lists can
be defined as four strata within the entire landline RDD frame for the U .S. All telephone
numbers drawn for the geographic strata of the landline frame were compared to the entire
Experian lists for each of the four subgroups. Any numbers that appeared on the Experian list
frames were removed from the geographic RDD sample and were available to be released only
as part of the list strata. This method makes it possible to determine the probability that any
given Asian American has of being sampled, regardless of whether he or she is included in the
Experian lists. It also permits estimation of the proportion of all Asian Am ericans who are
covered by the Experian lists, which in turn makes it possible to give cases from the Experian
samples an appropriate weight. The list strata also provide some coverage of households in the
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Lowest Density stratum since numbers in counties belonging to that stratum and appearing on
the Experian list were available to be sampled through the list samples.

In some cases, the person identified in a list sample did not belong to the nominal list group
(i.e., either Filipino, Japanese, Korean, or Viethamese). When this occurred, the interview was
terminated and coded as ineligible. This protocol was motivated by considerations of weighting
calculations and the overall design effect from weighting.

Recontact Frame

In order to obtain at least 50 0 interviews with each of the major Asian-American subgroups,
the national dual frame RDD samples were supplemented with a sample of recontact cases.
The recontact cases for this study came from several sources. In order to maintain the
probability -based nature of the study, only recontact cases from prior national landline and
cell RDD samples were used. Furthermore,additional steps were taken to account for the
probabilities of selection in the original survey so that those could be reflected in the weighting
for this survey.

All recontact numbers were checked againstthe Experian lists and the landline RDD and cell
RDD samples and any numbers found were removed from those samples and onlyavailable to
be released as part of the recontact sampleThe recontact sample also provides some coverage
of households in the Lowest Density stratum.

Two-fifths of the recontact interviews (604) came from self-identified Asian respondents from
prior national dual frame RDD surveys conducted by the PewResearch Cener or Abt SRBI
since 2007. The remainder of the recontact sample came from thelarge, dual frame RDD
telephone screening effort implemented for the 2011 PewResearchMuslim American Survey.
All households identified as having a Muslim American in 2011 were excluded from the Asian
American Survey sample in order to avoid the risk of context or conditioning effects. The 2011
Muslim American Survey entailed screening over 41,000 households, and of these 3,585
households were identified as likely having at least one Asian American adultand were not
interviewed in the Muslim American survey .84 Since it was known at the time that cases from
the Muslim American Survey would be used for the Asian American Survey,data was also
collected on the specific Asian languages encountered as well as the ethnic groups to which
screened, selfidentified Asian Americans belong. The 3,585 recontact cases were of two
general types: seltidentified Asian American households and Asian language barrier

84 For more on the methodology of that survey see Pew Research Center for the People & the Press. 2011. AMusl im Americans:

Signs of Growth in Alienat i on Washing®u P.G.0Audust.f or Extremi sm. o

www. pewsocialtrends .org


http://www.people-press.org/2011/08/30/survey-methodology-9/
http://www.people-press.org/2011/08/30/survey-methodology-9/

166

The Rise of Asian Americans

households. The former group was comprised of 2,180 households in which a respondent
completed the screener, reported a religious affiliation other than Muslim, and self -identified
as Asian American to a question about ragal identification . The latter group was comprised of
1,405 households where the screener was not completed, but the interviewer recorded that an
Asian language speaker was encounteredA total of 601 interviews were completed with self-
identified Asians and 280 interviews were completed with Asian language barrier households
from the 2011 Muslim American Survey.

Summary of Completions Across Sample Sources

All Asian Chinese Filipino Indian Japanese Korean Vietnamese
N % N % N % N % N % N % N %
Cellular RDD
Highest density 18 0.5 6 0.8 3 0.6 0 0.0 7 14 1 0.2 0 0.0
Higher density 191 5.4 54 7.4 30 6.0 42 7.2 18 3.5 18 3.6 12 2.4
High density 137 3.9 42 5.8 17 3.4 40 6.9 9 1.7 11 2.2 7 1.4
Medium density 67 19 12 1.6 10 2.0 22 3.8 3 0.6 9 1.8 4 0.8
Low density 53 1.5 14 1.9 3 0.6 15 2.6 5 1.0 5 1.0 4 0.8
Lowest density excluded - - - - - - - - - - - -
Landline RDD
Highest density 12 0.3 2 0.3 6 12 0 0.0 4 0.8 0 0.0 0 0.0
Higher density 150 4.3 54 7.4 15 3.0 32 55 22 4.3 8 1.6 8 1.6
High density 95 2.7 28 3.8 19 3.8 17 2.9 9 1.7 10 2.0 3 0.6
Medium density a7 1.3 7 1.0 7 1.4 17 2.9 3 0.6 4 0.8 5 1.0
Low density 29 0.8 3 0.4 4 0.8 11 1.9 2 0.4 3 0.6 0 0.0
Lowest density excluded - - - - - - - - - - - -
List 1,227 349 4 0.5 224 444 0 0.0 321 623 338 671 336 66.7
Recontact
Cell phone 678 193 224 308 73 145 187 322 30 5.8 51 101 65 129
Landline 807 230 278 382 93 185 197 340 82 159 46 91 60 119

3511 100 728 100 504 100 580 100 515 100 504 100 504 100

2012 Asian -American Survey. Figures shown are unweighted. Percents are percent of total within each group.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Questionnaire Development and Testing

The questionnaire was developed by the Pew Research Centeflhe development of the
guestionnaire was informed by feedback and advice from the panel of external advisors.In
order to improve the quality of the data, the English questionnaire was piloted and then
pretested with respondents using the Experian list sample.

Pilot Test and Pretest

For the pilot test of selected questions from the survey,100 interviews were completed with
Asian American adults sampled from the Experian lists. The interviews were conducted

October 6-11, 2011. Among households completing the screener, the Asian incidence was 48%.
The completion rate among qualified Asians was 76%. The average length for Asian households
was 18 minutes.Based on the results of the pilot test, a number of changes were made to the
guestionnaire and interviewer training procedures . There was no monetary compensation for
respondents for pilot interviews.

The pretest of the full survey resulted in 15completed interviews with Asian -American adults
sampled from the Experian list s. The interviews were conducted November 14, 2011. Among
households completing the screener, the AsianAmerican incidence was 6%. The extended
interview completion rate among qualified Asian Americans was 68%. The average inteview
length for Asian households was 2 minutes. Additional changes were made to the
guestionnaire and interviewer training procedures based on the results of the pretest.

Translation of Questionnaire

Abt SRBI used a professional translation service for all translations. The initial translation

used athree-step processof translation by a professional translator, back translation to

English by a second translator, followed by proofreading and review for quality, consistency
and relevance.As an additional quality control, t he translated questionnaires were reviewed by
a linguist from an independent translation service on behalf of the Pew Research Center. The
translated questionnaires were compared to the English source document for accuracy of
translation in the vernacular language . Discrepancies and differences of opinion about the
most appropriate translation were resolved using an iterative process, with the original
translator taking responsibility for reconciling all comments and feedback into the final
translation.
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Survey Administration

A six call design was employed for both landline and cell phone numbers with no callback limit
for qualified Asian households. One attempt was made to convertsoft refusals in the landline
sample with no refusal attempts for the cell phone sample. Screening was conducted in
English, with the exception of the Korean and Vietnamese list samples which were conducted
by bilingual (English and Korean/Vietnamese) inte rviewers. Respondents speaking a foreign
language were a&ked what language they speakRespondents identified as speaking Mandarin,
Cantonese, Korean, Viethamese, Japanese, Hindi or Tagalog were transferred to an
appropriate foreign language interviewer or called back by an interviewer who speaks the
language if one was not immediately available.

All Asian respondents were offered $20 for their participation. Interviews were conducted in
English (2,338 interviews) , Cantonese (86 interviews), Mandarin (130 interviews), Vietnamese
(382 interviews), Tagalog (80 interviews), Japanese (123 interviews), Korean (360 interviews)
and Hindi (12 interviews). This was achieved by deploying 262 English-speaking and 14
foreign language-speaking interviewers. Only Korean and Vietnamese bilingual interviewers
were assigned to the Korean and Viethamese Experian samples. Calls were staggered over
times of day and days of the week to maximize the chance of making contact with potential
respondents.

All qualified callbacks and refusal landline cases which could be matched to an address were
sent a letter encouraging participation in the survey. All language-barrier cases with an address
were mailed letters translated into the appropriate language (Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese
Hindi, Japanese or Tagalog). A total of 1,131 letters were mailed.

Multilingual interviewers on staff were utilized for the project as well as newly recrui ted
multilingual interviewers. New foreign language hires were first tested by an accredited firm
on their language proficiency then evaluated and scored before being interviewed and hired by
Abt SRBI. All multilingual interviewers first went through the standard Abt SRBI training
process that all interviewers complete. Bilingual interviewers with mor e proficiency and
interviewing experience were given coaching/team leader roles and worked with the
interviewers in their language monitoring surveys, assisting in training and debriefing.

The screening effort yielded a response rate of 23% for the geogphic landline RDD sample,
13% for the cell RDD sample, 14 to 18% for the list samples and 549% for the recontact
samples, using the Response Rate 3 definition from the American Association for Public
Opinion Research. The recontact sample response rate do not incorporate the response rates
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from the original surveys. Detailed sample disposition reports and response rates for each
sample sources are provided in the supplemental tables.

The completion rate for qualified Asian respondents was 73% for the geographic landline RDD
sample, 68% for the cell RDD sample, 8492% for the list samples and 81:86% for the
recontact samples.

Weighting

Several stages of statistical adjustment or weighting were neededo account for the complex
nature of the sample design. The weights account for numerous factors, including (1) the
geographic-based oversampling in the landline and cell RDD frames, (2) the selection rates in
the four list strata, (3) the original probabilities of selection for the recontacts cases, (4) the
presence of unresolved numbers in the sample (unknown eligibility), (5) nonresponse to the
screener, (6) within household selection, (7) the overlap of the landline and cell RDD frames,
(8) nonresponse to the extended interview, and (9) the limited cov erage of the households in
the Lowest Density stratum. Each of these adjustments is detailed below.

The first step in the weighting process was to account for the differential probabilities of
selection of phone humbers sampled for the study. As discusse above, variation in the
probabilities of selection came from several sources. In the landline and cell RDD geographic
samples, numbers in counties with relatively high Asian American incidence were sampled at a
higher rate than numbers in counties with | ower incidence. Also, the numbers in the four list
strata had selection probabilities higher than geographic RDD samples or the recontact
sample. The probability of selection adjustment is computed as

N,
Ny

where N is the number of telephone numbers in the frame in stratum h, and n is the number
of telephone numbers from stratum h in the released replicates. For the landline and cell RDD
geographic samples, stratum was defined by the crossclassification of frame (landline or cell)
and geographic stratum (Low, Medium, High, Higher, Highest). For the four list samples, they
each constituted their own stratum in the national landline RDD frame. For most of the
recontact sample, stratum was defined as their sample (landline or cell) in the original survey.
For the recontact cases from the 2011 Pew Muslim American Survey, stratum was defined by
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the cross-classification of frame (landline or cell) and geographic stratum as specified for that
survey.

At the end of interviewing, each number dialed in the cell and landline geographic samples

plus the |list strata was classified as eligible (

ineligible (non-wor ki ng, business, or a minords phone),

all attempts, fax/'modem/computer tone, answering machine/voice mail, or call blocked). For
the recontact cases, this information was available from archived disposition reports for the
original surveys. The base weights of the eligible cases were adjusted for the fadhat some of
the Aunknown eligibilityd cases are |likely
by first computing the ratio of known eligible cases in the stratum (E ) to the sum of known
eligible and known ineligible cases in the stratum (En+l1). This ratio was then multiplied by the
number of unknown eligibility cases in the stratum (U ) to yield an estimate for the number of
eligible cases among those with unknowneligibility ( IJ-LEUh). The adjustment is then computed
as .

(Ent Ey) / En

The next step was to adjust for nonresponse tothe screener. The adjustment was computed as

w |jﬁ1(

where I%is the total count of telephone numbers in stratum h that are estimated to be
residential and Sh is the number of completed screener interviews in stratum h. Note that
F'% =E, + E,h as suggested above.

Not all of the Asian-American adults identified in the screener completed the extended
interview. An adjustment was perfor med by first computing the ratio of known qualified
Asian-American cases in the stratum (A,) to the sum of known qualified Asian American cases
and screen-out (no Asian adults in household) cases in the stratum (An+By). This ratio was
then multiplied by th e number unscreened cases in the stratum (&) to yield an estimate for
the number of qualified Asian American cases among those not screenecﬂ}%h ). The
adjustment is then computed as

A 1 A,

The weights were then adjusted to reflect the fact that only one eligible adult in the household
completed the screener interview. When landline numbers were dialed, interviewers asked to
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speak with fAthe youngestl8years o dgéare mdelr, whojsnoavmatd o mi z e d ]
homeo When cell phone numbers were dialed, the int
answering the phone was 18 years of agand older and, if so, proceeded with the beginning of

the screener interview. For both the landline and cell cases, if the initial screener respondent

was not Asian but reported an Asian adult in the household, then ultimately an Asian adult

became the final selected screener respondent. In this situation, interviewers then asked to

speak with the youngest malefemale [randomized], 18 years of ageand older, who is Asian

and is now at home. 0 In order to ensure that Asi a
adults are not under-represented in the survey, an adjustment was computed to weight cases

up proporti onal to the number of Asian adults in the household. This adjustment was

truncated at 4 to avoid excessive variance in the weights.

The base weights are the product of the aforementioned adjustments. The distribution of the
base weights was examined forany extreme values. The distribution of base weight values for
the recontact cases was noticeably different from the distribution of the base weight for the
balance of the sample. The recontact cases had significantly larger base weights, on average,
owing to smaller sampling fractions relative to the geographic RDD samples and list samples.
Trimming of the base weights was, therefore, done separately for the reeontact cases and the
balance of the sample. In both instances, the threshold for trimming was th e median + (6 x the
interquartile range), which is common for major surveys with complex sample designs.

The next weighting step accounts for the overlap between the landline RDD frame and the
cellular RDD frame. The dual service (landline and cell-only) respondents from the two frames
were integrated in proportion to their effective sample sizes. The first effective sample size was
computed by filtering on the dual service landline cases and computing the coefficient of
variation (cv) of the final base weight. The design effect for these cases was approximated as
1+c\2. The effective sample size (n) was computed as the unweighted sample size divided by
the design effect. The effective sample size for the cell frame dual service cases (n2) was
computed in an analogous way. The compositing factor for the landline frame dual service
cases was computed as #i(n 1 + n2). The compositing factor for the cellular frame dual service
cases was computed as #i(n 1 + ny).

The survey sample was then balanced t@opulation totals for the Asian-American adult
population. The sample was balanced to match national net Asian American adult population
parameters from the 2010 American Community Survey public use microdata sample (ACS
PUMS) for gender by age, genderby education, education by age, region, ethnic group by
nativity, ethnic group by gender by age, and ethnic groupby gender by education. The ethnic
group categories were Chinesealone, Filipino alone, Asian Indian alone, Japanesealone,
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Korean alone, Viethamesealone, and Other Asian, including those that identify with more than
one Asian group. In addition, the sample was balanced to Asian-American adult telephone
service estimates from an analysis of the JanuaryJune 2011 National Health Interview Survey.
The distribution of the calibrated weights was examined for any extreme values. The
distribution of the final weights was truncated at the median + (6 x the interquartile range).

This trimming was performed in order to reduce extreme variance in the weights and

ultimately improve the precision of the weighted survey estimates. The sum of the final weights
was set to equal the total number of net AsianAmerican adults based on the 2010 ACS PUMS.

Due to the complex nature of the 2011 Asian-American Survey, formulas commonly used in
RDD surveys to estimate margins of error (standard errors) are inappropriate. Such formulas
would understate the true variability in the estimates. To account for the complex design, a
repeated sampling techniqued specifically jackknife delete two repeated replication, JK-20 was
used to create repgicate weights for this study. The subsamples (replicates) were created using
the same sample design, but deleting a portion of the sample, and then weighting each
subsample up to the population total. A total of 100 replicates were created by combining
telephone numbers to reduce the computational effort. A statistical software package designed
for complex survey data, Stata v12, was used to calculate all of the standard ears and test
statistics in the survey.
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Supplemental Tables

Landline RDD Geographic Strata Sample Disposition Report

Geographic Stratum

Low Medium High Higher Highest

density density density density density Total
Total phone numbers used 44,804 34,994 30,610 29,384 774 140,566
Complete and Screen -out (1.0/1.1) 2,820 2,066 1,651 1,597 34 8,168
Partial interview (1.2) 3 13 7 27 1 51
Refusal and break off (2.1) 3,799 2,783 2,467 2,482 70 11,601
Non - contact (2.2) 2,837 2,107 1,924 1,824 33 8,725
Other (2.3) 280 178 205 218 9 890
Unknown household (3.1) 3,911 3,181 3,594 3,555 55 14,296
Unknown other (3.2, 3.9) 1,435 1,210 1,411 1,302 34 5,392
Not eligible (4.0) 29,719 23,456 19,351 18,379 538 91,443

e=Estimated proportion of cases of

0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0,
unknown eligibility that are eligible 24.1% 234% 24.4% 25.1% 21.5% 24.4%

Contact rate 62.4% 61.7% 57.9% 58.7% 68.6% 60.5%
Cooperation rate 42.6% 42.5% 40.0% 38.9% 32.4% 41.2%
Response rate 25.5% 25.3% 22.1% 21.7% 20.5% 23.9%

2012 Asian -American Survey. Rates computed according to American Association for Public Opinion Research
(AAPOR) standard definitions for contact rate CON2, cooperation rate COOP3 and response rate RR3.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Cellular RDD Geographic Strata Sample Disposition Report

Total phone numbers used

Complete and Screen -out (1.0/1.1)

Partial interview (1.2)
Refusal and break off (2.1)
Non -contact (2.2)

Other (2.3)

Unknown household  (3.1)
Unknown other (3.2, 3.9)
Not eligible (4.0)

e=Estimated proportion of cases of
unknown eligibility that are eligible

Contact rate
Cooperation rate

Response rate

2012 Asian -American Survey. Rates computed according to
(AAPOR) standard definitions for contact rate CON2, cooperation rate COOP3 and response rate RR3.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Low
density

26,052

2,305
12
5,221
5,149
130
1,491
2,123
9,621

57.1%

51.5%

30.6%

15.5%

Geographic Stratum

Medium
density

20,179

1,614
14
3,965
4,115
97
1,156
1,875
7,343

57.2%

49.3%

28.9%

14.0%

American Association for Public Opinion Research

High
density

23,247

1,665
47
4,456
4,722
178
1,388
2,597
8,194

57.5%

47.5%

27.0%

12.5%

Higher
density

18,029

1,441
33
3,476
3,755
141
1,196
1,988
5,999

59.6%

47.4%

29.1%

13.4%

Highest
density

480

53
3
91
80
5
23
45
180

56.3%

56.2%

36.1%

19.6%

Total
87,987

7,078
109
17,209
17,821
551
5,254
8,628
31,337

57.7%

49.1%

29.0%

13.9%
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List Sample Disposition Report

Total phone numbers used

Complete and Screen -out (1.0/1.1)

Partial interview (1.2)
Refusal and break off (2.1)
Non-contact (2.2)

Other (2.3)

Unknown household (3.1)
Unknown other (3.2, 3.9)
Not eligible (4.0)

e=Estimated proportion of cases of
unknown eligibility that are eligible

Contact rate
Cooperation rate

Response rate

2012 Asian -American Survey. Rates computed according to American Association for Public Opinion
Research (AAPOR) standard definitions for

RR3.
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Vietnamese

3,664

441
42
269
1,471
34
267
627
513

81.5%

26.3%

58.6%

14.8%

U.S. Asian Group

Korean

4,302

535
9
1,066
970
74
212
439
997

72.7%

53.8%

33.2%

17.1%

Japanese

4,170

588
32
1,375
784
83
250
348
710

80.1%

62.2%

29.5%

17.6%

Filipino

4,800
582
14

1,058
978
56
483
763
866

75.6%

47.1%

35.2%

16.0%

contact rate CON2, cooperation rate COOP3 and response rate
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Recontact Sample Disposition Report

Muslim American Language Barrier Other Recontact
Screening
Landline Cell Phone Landline Cell Phone Landline Cell Phone

Total phone numbers used 1036 1144 759 646 1604 1326
Complete and Screen -out (1.0/1.1) 380 330 178 135 447 314
Partial interview (1.2) 27 36 19 26 26 25
Refusal and break off (2.1) 307 272 148 131 436 292
Non -contact (2.2) 43 129 80 100 97 148
Other (2.3) 3 1 63 11 18 10
Unknown household (3.1) 33 39 22 16 70 68
Unknown other (3.2, 3.9) 134 198 163 162 169 200
Not eligible (4.0) 109 139 86 65 341 269
e=Estimated proportion of cases of 87.5% 84.7% 85.0% 86.1% 75.0% 74.6%
unknown eligibility that are eligible ’ ) ’ : : :
Contact rate 79.1% 66.0% 63.2% 54.5% 77.0% 64.8%
Cooperation rate 53.2% 51.7% 51.6% 46.2% 49.2% 49.8%
Response rate 41.9% 34.1% 27.6% 24.3% 37.1% 31.8%
2012 Asian -American Survey. Rates computed according to American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) standard

definitions for contact rate CON2, cooperation rate COOP3 and response rate RR3.
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Sample Demographics: Gender, Age, Education, Phone Use, Region

Population Unweighted Weighted
Gender by Age
Male, 18-34 17.57% 13.28% 17.40%
Male, 35-54 18.35% 19.25% 18.60%
Male, 55+ 10.91% 15.82% 14.00%
Female , 18-34 18.66% 11.52% 15.80%
Female , 35-54 20.78% 20.42% 19.20%
Female , 55+ 13.73% 19.71% 15.10%
Gender by Education
Male, High school or less 13.28% 10.83% 12.50%
Male, Some college 12.07% 6.56% 9.00%
Male, College grad+ 21.48% 30.97% 28.40%
Female , High school or less 17.13% 14.90% 15.10%
Female , Some college 13.07% 8.40% 9.90%
Female , College grad+ 22.97% 28.34% 25.10%
Education by Age
High school or less , 18-34 8.22% 4.82% 7.50%
High school or less , 35-54 10.95% 8.37% 8.60%
High school or less , 55+ 11.25% 12.71% 11.60%
Some college , 18-34 12.42% 5.90% 9.60%
Some college , 35-54 8.28% 4.37% 5.40%
Some college , 55+ 4.43% 4.90% 4.30%
College grad+, 18-34 15.58% 14.15% 16.20%
College grad+, 35-54 19.90% 26.89% 23.80%
College grad+, 55+ 8.97% 17.88% 13.10%
Phone use*
Landline only 8.00% 7.72% 7.70%
Dual service 63.50% 77.87% 67.30%
Cell only 28.50% 14.41% 25.00%
Region
Northeast 20.13% 19.88% 21.10%
Midwest 11.30% 9.23% 11.50%
South 21.50% 19.74% 20.20%
West 47.07% 51.15% 47.30%
Population parameters from American Community Survey 2010 (ACS) except where noted; Unweighted and

weighted results from 2012 Asian -American Survey.
*Phone use population parameters from National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) Jan. -June 2011.
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Sample Demographics: U.S. Asian Group by

Chinese

Filipino

Indian

Japanese

Korean

Vietnamese

Other/multiple

Population parameters

(ACS); Unweighted and weighted results from

Bornin US
Foreign born
Bornin US
Foreign born
Bornin US
Foreign born
Bornin US
Foreign born
Born in US
Foreign born
Born in US
Foreign born
Born in US
Foreign born

are single -group Asians except where noted

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Population

4.28%
17.39%
3.74%
12.11%
1.91%
14.39%
3.27%
2.16%
1.50%
7.64%
1.45%
8.24%
9.75%
12.17%

Unweighted

2012 Asian -American Survey.

Nativity

5.20%
15.46%
3.69%
10.69%
1.74%
14.78%
8.12%
6.57%
1.60%
12.80%
1.40%
13.00%
1.54%
3.40%

Weighted

5.6 2%
18.57%
4.22%
10.7 5%
211%
16.38%
571%
3.93%
1.69%
9.24%
192%
10.3 5%
3.08%
6.43%

from the American Community Survey 2010
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Sample Demographics: U.S. Asian Group by Gender and Age

Population Unweighted Weighted

Chinese Male, 18-34 3.49% 3.54% 4.63%
Male, 35-54 3.97% 4.12% 4.20%

Male, 55+ 2.80% 2.37% 2.95%

Female , 18-34 3.58% 3.04% 4.00%

Female , 35-54 4.61% 4.07% 4.34%

Female , 55+ 3.22% 2.87% 3.13%

Filipino Male, 18-34 2.22% 1.55% 1.74%
Male, 35-54 2.62% 2.08% 2.06%

Male, 55+ 1.85% 2.92% 2.43%

Female , 18-34 2.48% 1.64% 2.77%

Female , 35-54 3.72% 2.81% 3.06%

Female , 55+ 2.95% 3.60% 3.12%

Indian Male, 18-34 3.45% 4.30% 4.81%
Male, 35-54 3.34% 5.09% 4.88%

Male, 55+ 1.64% 1.67% 2.31%

Female , 18-34 3.36% 2.16% 2.72%

Female , 35-54 2.91% 2.52% 2.86%

Female , 55+ 1.58% 0.99% 1.18%

Japanes e Male, 18-34 0.50% 0.76% 0.76%
Male, 35-54 0.93% 1.84% 1.40%

Male, 55+ 0.87% 3.07% 1.73%

Female , 18-34 0.58% 0.70% 0.64%

Female , 35-54 1.16% 2.84% 1.97%

Female , 55+ 1.40% 5.12% 2.97%

Korean Male, 18-34 1.43% 0.70% 1.26%
Male, 35-54 1.52% 1.96% 1.59%

Male, 55+ 0.90% 2.34% 1.70%

Female , 18-34 1.76% 1.17% 1.40%

Female , 35-54 2.15% 4.42% 2.72%

Female , 55+ 1.39% 3.95% 2.40%

Table continued on next page

Population parameters are single -group Asians except where noted from the American Community Survey 2010 (ACS);
Unweighted and weighted results from 2012 Asian -American Survey.
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Sample Demographics: U.S. Asian Group by Gender and Age, Continued

Vietnamese

Other /multiple

Population parameters are single
Unweighted and weighted results from

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Male, 18-34
Male, 35-54
Male, 55+
Female , 18-34
Female , 35-54
Female , 55+
Male, 18-34
Male, 35-54
Male, 55+
Female , 18-34
Female , 35-54
Female , 55+

Population
1.50%
2.11%
1.08%
1.64%
2.12%
1.25%
4.99%
3.86%
1.76%
5.26%
4.11%
1.94%

www. pewsocialtrends
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Unweighted
1.37%
2.92%
2.95%
1.78%
2.92%
2.78%
1.05%
1.23%
0.50%
1.02%
0.85%
0.41%

-group Asians except where noted from the American Community Survey 2010 (ACS);
2012 Asian -American Survey.

Weighted
1.79%
2.43%
2.29%
1.76%
2.59%
1.67%
2.45%
2.00%
0.56%
2.45%
1.66%
0.59%
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Sample Demographics: U.S. Asian Group by Gender and Education

Population Unweighted Weighted

Chinese Male, High school or less 3.13% 2.35% 3.17%
Male, Some college 2.01% 1.26% 1.89%

Male, College grad+ 5.12% 6.68% 7.00%

Female , High school or less 3.92% 2.38% 2.89%

Female , Some college 2.17% 1.43% 2.21%

Female , College grad+ 5.31% 6.56% 7.01%

Filipino Male, High school or less 1.59% 1.35% 1.27%
Male, Some college 2.46% 1.35% 1.68%

Male, College grad+ 2.64% 3.75% 3.25%

Female , High school or less 2.14% 1.38% 2.02%

Female , Some college 2.60% 1.55% 2.41%

Female , College grad+ 4.42% 5.01% 4.40%

Indian Male, High school or less 1.32% 0.77% 1.17%
Male, Some college 1.16% 0.72% 1.11%

Male, College grad+ 5.96% 9.51% 9.61%

Female , High school or less 1.72% 0.57% 1.21%

Female , Some college 1.24% 0.66% 0.89%

Female , College grad+ 4.89% 4.33% 4.53%

Japanes e Male, High school or less 0.47% 0.86% 0.76%
Male, Some college 0.69% 0.97% 0.75%

Male, College grad+ 1.14% 4.01% 2.45%

Female , High school or less 0.89% 2.29% 1.66%

Female , Some college 0.99% 1.83% 1.23%

Female , College grad+ 1.26% 4.70% 2.76%

Korean Male, High school or less 0.80% 0.83% 1.00%
Male, Some college 1.04% 0.46% 0.99%

Male, College grad+ 2.01% 3.61% 2.47%

Female , High school or less 1.60% 2.84% 2.23%

Female , Some college 1.32% 1.26% 0.97%

Female , College grad+ 2.38% 5.27% 3.21%

Table continued on next page

Population parameters are single -group Asians except where noted from the American Community Survey 2010 (ACS);
Unweighted and weighted results from 2012 Asian -American Survey.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Sample Demographics: U.S. Asian Group by Gender and Education,
Con tinued

Population Unweighted Weighted
Vietnamese Male, High school or less 2.07% 3.87% 3.29%
Male, Some college 1.43% 1.38% 1.60%
Male, College grad+ 1.19% 1.86% 1.48%
Female , High school or less 2.66% 4.81% 3.42%
Female , Some college 1.23% 1.20% 1.22%
Female , College grad+ 1.11% 1.32% 1.25%
Other /multiple Male, High school or less 3.91% 0.80% 1.80%
Male, Some college 3.28% 0.43% 0.99%
Male, College grad+ 3.43% 1.55% 2.14%
Female , High school or less 4.19% 0.63% 1.67%
Female , Some college 3.52% 0.46% 0.94%
Female , College grad+ 3.59% 1.15% 1.97%
Population parameters are single -group Asians except where noted from the American Community Survey 2010 (ACS);

Unweighted and weighted results from 2012 Asian -American Survey.
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APPENDIX 2: TOPLINE QUESTIONNAIRE

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
2012 ASIANAMERICAN SURVEY
FINAL TOPLINE
JAN. 3-MARCH 27, 2012

Asian Chinese Filipino Indian Japanese Korean Vietnamese
Americans
N 3,511 728 504 580 515 504 504

Note: All numbers are percentages. The percentages greater than zero but less than 0.5 % are replaced by an
asterisk (*). Columns/rows may not total 100% due to rounding?ercentages for sutgroups are not

reported when n is less than 10Gelected trendgor the general public are shown for comparison. General
public trends for the United States come from various surveys by the Pew Research Center projects, and are
noted as follows:

P-Pfi Pew Research Center for the People & the Press
SDTh Pew Social &emographic Trends

Forumi Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life

GAFi Pew Global Attitudes Project

PHGA Pew Hispanic Center

Throughout the topline, 9 o u n t r yindicdtes l@nguageicustpndized to match the Asian group of the
respondent. See code for COOGROUP at the end of the topline for more detail. Demographic questions are
not shown. For more detail, see the questionnaire.

SCREENING INTERVIEW
NO QUESTION 1

AKX ALL
Q2 Overall, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in your life today?
Asian  Chinese Filipino Indian Japanes Korean Vietnames: General
Americans Public
Jan 3 (P-P)
Mar27 Jul 20
2012 24,2011
Satisfied 82 84 82 84 81 83 82 75
Dissatisfied 13 10 15 12 14 11 16 23
Dondt kn¢v@L)R 4 6 3 4 5 6 2 2

NO QUESTION 3

SCREENING INTERVIEW QUESTIONS NOT SHOWN INCLUDE: HISPANIC ORIGIN, RACE, SPECIFIC ASIAN
GROUP, ALTERNATE RESPONDENT SELECTION QUESTIONS

ASK ALL

Asmentioned before, this survey is being conducted for the Pew Research Center. We have some questions on a few diff
topics, and as a token of our appreciation for your time, we would like to send you $20 at the completion of this survey. Tt
nextqueston i s, é

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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MAIN INTERVIEW BEGINS HERE

RANDOMIZE ORDER OF Q6 AND Q7
ASK ALL

Q6 All'in all, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in this country today?

Asian  Chinese Filipino

Indian Japanes Korean Vietnames' General

Americans Public

Jan 3 (P-P)

Mar27 Jan 11

2012 16, 2012
Satisfied 43 41 30 47 36 48 56 21
Dissatisfied 48 49 61 45 54 41 38 75
Dondt kn¢v@L)R 9 10 9 8 10 11 7 4
ASK ALL

Q7 Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his jjob B&FENIIEENES DK. IF
DEPENDS PROBE ONCE WITBiverall do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his
job as PresidetE?STILL DEPENDS ENTER BK]

Asian Chinese Filipino Indian Japanes Korean Vietnames: General

Americans Public
Jan 3 (P-P)
Mar27 Jan 11
2012 16, 2012
Approve 54 52 43 65 54 54 53 44
Disapprove 29 27 43 22 29 26 30 48
Dondt kn¢v®L)R 17 21 14 12 17 20 16 8

NO QUESTION 8

www. pewsocialtrends .org
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ASK ALL

Q9 Ten years from now, which country dOPENEND;ROhi nk wi l |l
NOT READ PRECODES; DO NOT PROBE FOR ADDITIONAL MENTIONS. IF MORE THAN ONE
MENTION, RECORD ALL I9SRDER OF MENTION. IF MULTIPLE MENTIONS ONLY RECORD
EXPLANATION IF NECESSARY FOR CLARIFICATION.]

NOTE: BASED ON FIRST RESPONSE

Asian  Chinese Filipino Indian Japanes Korean Vietnames: General
Americans Public
Jan 3 (SDT)
Mar27 Apr 58
2012 2012
TheUnited States 41 45 37
China 40 35 42
Other[NET] 10
Japan 5
India
Africa, general
Asia, general
Australia
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada
Cayman Islands
Denmark
United Arab Emirates
Europe/European Union,
general
France
Germany
Hong Kong
Iraq
Israel
Korea
Middle East, general
New Zealand
Philippines
Poland
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
South Africa
South America, general
Sweden
Syria
United Kingdom (include:
England, Scotland, Wale:
Unspecified/unclear
response
None/There is no leading
economic power
Dondt know/ R 12 12 16 8 14 8 9 10
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